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St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne 
www.stmarychurches.org 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 2, 2026 
 

Priest Celebrants: 
Fr. Tom Long 

Fr. Nathan Budde 
 

Parish Offices  
St. Mary, Omro  

730 Madison Ave, Omro  
920-685-2258 

stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 
 

Office Hours  
M-Th 8:00-4:00pm 

Fridays Closed 
 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
210 Pleasant Dr/PO Box 487, Winneconne 

Office: 205 Pleasant Dr. Winneconne 
920-582-7712 

stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
 

Summer Office Hours 
 M & W 8:00-5:00pm 
 T & Th 8:00-Noon 

Fridays Closed 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
Mon & Wed 7:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday: St. Mary, Omro 
3:30pm Confession 

4:00pm Mass 
 

Sunday 
8:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

10:30am St. Mary, Omro 
 

Reconciliation 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
2nd & 4th Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm  

St. Mary, Omro 
 

Sacraments/Membership 
To arrange for Baptisms, Weddings or to join 

the parish please call the office.  
 

Donate Online Today!! 
Go to the website: 

Stmarychurches.org and click on the donation 
tab for Winneconne or Omro or use the QR code 

 
St. Mary, Winneconne    St. Mary, Omro 
QR Code          QR Code 

Welcome to our parishes. 
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Winneconne 

PASTORAL PONDERINGS 
During the OCIA process, we spend time talking 
about the “why” we as Catholics do certain 
things. Recently someone shared that it would 
be helpful to remind participating Catholics 
“why” we use Holy Water, make the Sign of the 
Cross and Genuflect before Mass. Perhaps this 
inspiration will help us all slow down, be aware 
and be more intentional on the Lord’s day when 
we leave the ordinary world full of worries and 
distractions and enter into the sacred world of 
God’s holy presence. 
 
The actions of dipping our fingers in holy water 
and making the Sign of the Cross, then            
genuflecting before sitting are rooted in         
centuries of Christian tradition and carry deep 
spiritual meaning.  

 
Dipping our fingers in holy 
water at the entrance into 
church is a declaration of 
faith, a prayer acknowledging 
the presence of God. Dipping 

our fingers into holy water and making the Sign 
of the Cross is a reminder of Baptism, when we 
were cleansed of sin and raised into the life of 
Christ. Holy water prepares our souls and       
disposes our hearts to receive and encounter 
the Lord in body and spirit. These simple and 
profound actions renew our identity as children 
of God and not only provide us with God’s 
cleansing and protection, but also open our 
hearts and minds to surrender and receive His 
grace.  

 
Each time we sign ourselves with 
holy water, it is a prayer                
recognizing God’s presence, our 
unworthiness while seeking the 
Lord for purification and               
recognizing who God is and 
whose we are.  Wow!  There is a 
lot going on in these small acts of 
faith! 

Genuflection (bending the 
right knee to the ground) is a 
sign of adoration for the 
Lord, especially in recognition 
of His Real Presence in the 
Eucharist stored in the       
tabernacle.  In medieval     
Europe, genuflection was a 

gesture of respect to kings or nobles. The 
Church adopted it in the 11th century as a sign 
of reverence toward Christ the King, and by the 
16th century it became the norm in churches. 
 
These actions matter. They form a spiritual 
preparation for Mass — a moment of personal 
renewal, humility, and reverence. Holy water 
and the Sign of the Cross mark the entering into 
the sacred space, while genuflection                  
acknowledges the holiness of the place and the 
presence of Christ. Together, they help Catholics 
enter the Mass with a mindset of prayer,       
penance, and adoration. 
 
In short, these customs are rituals of faith that 
connect the faithful to their Baptism, to the 
Trinity, to Christ’s sacrifice, and to the sacred 
mystery of Holy Eucharist. These actions are 
simple “body prayers” that when done with    
intentionality help the faithful enter Mass with 
reverence and a deeper awareness of who they 
are worshiping. 
 
Blessings, 
Rose Unser – Pastoral Associate 
 
 



3 

PASTORAL TRANSITIONS 

Help Us Welcome Fr. Erwin!  
Introduce Your Family 

As we welcome Fr. Erwin to our parish communities, we would like to help him get to know the 
wonderful people and families who make our parishes so special. 
 
You are invited to write a brief letter (no more than one page) or a card, introducing yourselves. 
You may wish to share things such as: 
 
• Names of family members 
• How long you have been part of the parish 
• Occupations, hobbies, or interests 
• Ministries or parish activities in which you participate 
• What you love most about our parish 
• Anything else you would like Fr. Erwin to know about you and your family 
 
We also encourage you to include a recent family photo to help Fr. Erwin put faces with names 
as he begins his ministry among us. Our hope is that these introductions will help Fr. Erwin       
become acquainted with our parish families and begin building meaningful connections with 
each of us. 
 
Please submit your letter and photo no later than AUGUST 7.  Boxes are available in both        
churches. We look forward to this exciting new chapter in our parish communities! 

Meet Fr. Erwin 
Monday, August 17 

 
5:30-6:30 pm: St. Mary, Omro, Marian Hall 
7:00-8:00 pm: St. Mary, Winneconne,  
                Kaudy Hall 

 
Meet Fr. Erwin and learn more about him as he shares his    
background, experiences, and journey in ministry. There will    
also be an opportunity for questions and answers. 
 
 
 

 

 
We look forward to this opportunity to welcome            

Fr. Erwin and get to know him better! 
 

Feel free to attend either session.   
Light refreshments will be served. 
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WINNECONNE NEWS 

 

St. Mary, Winneconne Calendar 

Mon. Aug. 3     7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
Wed. Aug. 5    7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
      4:30pm Confession 
Thurs. Aug. 6    2:00pm Rosary     
Sun. Aug. 9    8:30am Mass w/refreshments 

    
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 *LOW: Liturgy of the Word 
Fr. Carr’s Non-perishable Food Collection 

Jump on the Bishop’s Appeal Wagon!! 

We are over 80%!!! 

Appeal goal this year which is $45,651. We have   
collected 38,378.61 (84.07%), towards our goal. We 
are short by $7,273.00. Pray how you can give back 
to the Lord. Thank you to those who have donated! 

Summer office hours for Winneconne                 
The office will be open                              

Mon & Wed. 8:00am-5:00pm,                                          
Tues & Thurs. 8:00am-Noon                                                          

through August 21.  

Church is open to pray in when the office is 

open. Please enter through the school side 

or parish entrance side in the parking lot.  

It’s time to register for Faith Formation classes 

at St. Mary Winneconne! 

 

 

 

Don’t delay register today 

Mark your calendars for Catechetical Sunday on 

Sept. 20 at the 8:30 Mass. All teachers of the 

faith will receive a special blessing to start the 

year off right. This includes parents, catechists, 

small group leaders, Children’s Liturgy of the 

Word leaders as well as Adult Faith Formation 

Volunteers.  

________________________ 

Save the date: 

Family Night—All families are invited to join us 

on September 30th from 5:30-7:00pm. The 

evening will include a special welcome/

orientation for all families, a meal, fellowship, 

and conclude with a prayer experience. We are 

excited to be offering this opportunity for you 

three additional times this faith formation year! 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Winneconne  
Given Week ending 7/26/2026  
Envelopes   $2,307.00  
Loose cash  $   445.00  
Online & ACH Giving $1,751.00  
Total   $4,503.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:  $6,475.00  

Welcome Alan & Cheryl Ostrowski                                      
to our St. Mary Parish Family 

Join us for refreshments after the 

8:30am Mass this Sunday, Aug 2nd 

to welcome the newest family to our 

parish. Refreshments are sponsored 

by Fellowship Ministry.  



5 

OMRO NEWS 
St. Mary, Omro Calendar 

Sat. Aug. 8  3:30pm Confession 
    4:00pm Mass 
    Set up for Picnic after Mass (all  
    are welcome to help!)      
Sun. Aug. 9  10:30am Mass with CLOW*,  
   50th Anniversary Blessing  
   Dave & Noreen Zouski 
    11:30am-4:00pm Parish Picnic 
  

  19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
*CLOW: Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

 

Bishop’s Appeal 2026 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the 
2026 Bishop’s Appeal. $14,516 (74.8%) has been       
contributed towards our goal of $19,395.   

PLEASE give generously. Thank you! 

Children’s Liturgy  of the Word 
Sunday, August 9 at 10:30 am Mass 

For children ages 4-4th grade 

SPONSORSHIPS FOR PARISH PICNIC 
THANK YOU for sponsoring picnic items this week: 
*Paper Products for Dessert Café and Cash to       
Complete Raffle Basket & Silent Auction Items:   
Anonymous Donors 

You are appreciated! 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Omro 
Given Week ending 7/26/2026  
Envelopes             $1,115.00  
Loose cash                     $    722.00  
Online & ACH Giving $    965.00  
Total                   $2,802.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:  $4,050.00 

St. Mary Omro Picnic! Sunday, August 9, 11:30am-4:00pm 

The Homestead Country Store 
Your homemade or craft Items for The         
Homestead Country Store can be brought 
to the parish office by Tuesday, August 4.  
Any fresh items (produce, flowers, baked 
goods) can be brought to The Homestead 
Country Store from 9:30-10:30 am the day 
of the picnic.  
 
HOMEMADE-HOMEGROWN-HEARTFELT 

PIE BAKERS!  
We need more homemade 
pies for the Slice of Heaven 
Dessert Café. Please sign up in 
Marian Hall or call the parish 
office to sign up. 

Come explore your creative side in the   
Craft Activities Room during the picnic!  

Whether you're a beginner or a 
seasoned crafter, this hands-on 
activity is perfect for all ages. 
Make a special Hometown    
Heroes pen or key chain to take 
home (samples in the photo).  
Free to everyone! All materials 
are provided.  

The Craft Activities Room will be 
open during the picnic from 

1:00—3:00 pm.  

Volunteers! We need your help!    
Sign up in Marian Hall or call the parish 

office to volunteer. 
 

Raffle Baskets are on display in Marian 
Hall. Tickets will be sold before and after 
Mass, in the office during the week, and 

the day of the picnic.  
 

Raffle Tickets Pick up your tickets for the 
cash raffle in Marian Hall! Tickets are on 
sale before and after Mass, in the office 

during the week, and the day of the picnic. 
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Readings for the Week of Aug 3 
 

Monday: Jer 28:1-17/Mt 14:22-36 
Tuesday: Jer 30:1-2,12-15,18-22/Mt 14:22-36 

St. John Vianney, Priest 
Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7/Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday: Dn  7:9-10,13-14/2Pt 1:16-19/           
  Mt 17:1-9 

Transfiguration of the Lord 
Friday: Na  2:1,3,3:1-3,6-7/Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday: Hb 1:12—2:4/Mt 17:14-20 

St. Dominic, Priest 
Sunday: 1Kgs 19:9a,11-13a/Rom 9:1-5/                        
  Mt 14:22-33 
 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

SAVE THE DATE! 
CONFIRMATION with Fr. Girotti 

Wednesday, October 14 at 6:00 pm   
at St. Mary, Winneconne 

For Confirmands from St. Mary, Omro 
and St. Mary, Winneconne 

Stronger Together 

 

 

 
St. Mary Churches, Omro and Winneconne 

Widow/Widower Fellowship & Support 
Thursday, August 20, 11:00 am—1:00 pm 

Kaudy Hall, St. Mary Winneconne 
Join us for a special gathering filled with lively    

conversation, shared laughter, and the                 
reassurance you’re not alone on your journey.   

 

On August 20, we will enjoy a potluck meal,              
play Bingo and enjoy fellowship.   

 

If you’re able, please bring a dish to share.         
And feel free to invite a friend! 

  
  Questions and RVSP for August 20: 

Lori Meyerhofer-Fisher, 920-744-9954    
 

Save the date for our next gathering:    
October 15 at St. Mary Omro  

Please use the zip code 54986 to     

access this subscription. 

Rectory Renovations 
Thank you for your contributions to the    
Rectory Renovations Project!  The project is 
moving along nicely.  Contributions are still 
welcome. Envelopes are located in the back 
of church.   
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Deadline for the Bulletin 
NOON on Tuesday 

E-mail bulletin announcements to: 
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org 

Cammy Miller: cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Winneconne 

         We will BE back in September 
 

     Omro 10:30 am Mass 
       August 9 & 23 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
Parish Office: 920-582-7712 
 
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 8am-5:00pm 
             Tuesday & Thursday 8am-Noon  
Fridays: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Sue Kuhn 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator:                      
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson         
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                          
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

St. Mary, Omro 
Parish Office: 920-685-2258 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:00am-4:00pm 
    Friday: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Cammy Miller 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Janet Wegner 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator:                        
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson                       
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                                   
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SATURDAY:  August 8 
4:00pm (SMO)  Janniece Rohan 
  
 
SUNDAY:  August 9 
 8:30am (SMW) Fr. Bill Hower 
10:30am (SMO) Frank & Mary Fisher 

Altar Servers 
4:00pm (SMO)       2 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMW)       Rose Unser, Volunteer 
10:30am (SMO)     Mike Jordan, Volunteer 

 

Lectors 
4:00pm (SMO)      Ken Bressers 
8:30am  (SMW)     Pat Samolinski 
10:30am (SMO)     Kathy Hayes 
 

Ushers 
4:00pm (SMO)       Casey Koterbski, Volunteer 
8:30am  (SMW)     Peggy Benjamin, 3 Volunteers         
10:30am (SMO)     2 Volunteers 
 

Sacristans 
4:00pm (SMO)       Ken Bressers 
8:30am (SMW)       Brenda McCarty-Kubasta 
10:30am (SMO)      Margaret Potratz  
 

Communion Ministers  
4:00pm (SMO)        Ken Bressers 
8:30am (SMW)      Vicky Holt, Pat Samolinski  
                Rose Unser 
10:30am (SMO)     Kathy Hayes 
 

Greeters 
4:00pm (SMO)      Lindsay Galica, Mady & Kate Butt 
8:30am (SMW)      4 Volunteers 
10:30am (SMO)     Vienn Stachura, Volunteer 
   

 
Intercessory Prayers 

8:30am (SMW)   Rose Unser, Ingrid Nonn  
                

Musicians 
4:00pm  (SMO)    Chrissy Volpe 
8:30am (SMW)     Ted Kreuzer  
10:30am (SMO)    Ron Hayes 
    

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator  
Position Open 

St. Mary Omro and St. Mary Winneconne are seeking 
a dedicated and faith-filled Adult Faith Formation 
Coordinator to join our team. This is a paid             
employment position. This role includes developing 
and coordinating adult formation programs, as well as 
providing catechetical leadership in collaboration with 
our clergy and volunteers. Ideal candidates will have a 
strong foundation in the Catholic faith, proven    
leadership skills, and a passion for evangelization and 
parish outreach. For more information, please       
contact either parish office: 
• St. Mary Omro: 920-685-2258 
• St. Mary Winneconne: 920-582-7712 
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