
St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne 
www.stmarychurches.org 

December 10, 2023 

Pastoral Coordinator: Deacon Paul Vidmar 
920-379-8068 

Paul.vidmar@stmarychurches.org 
 

Priest Celebrants: 
Fr. Tom Long 

Fr. Quinn Mann 

Sacraments/Membership 
To arrange for baptisms, weddings or to join call  

 
St. Mary, Winneconne: 920-582-7712 or 

stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
 

St. Mary, Omro: 920-685-2258 or  
stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 

 Second Sunday of Advent 

This Season of Advent 

Let Us: 

Receive Jesus 

Renew in Jesus 

Rejoice in Jesus 

Prepare your heart to receive Jesus    

Opportunities for Reconciliation: 

Wed. Dec  13 4:30pm St. Mary, Omro 

Thurs Dec 14 6:30pm MBS, St. Peter Site 

        City Wide Reconciliation 

Sat Dec 16 3:30pm St. Mary, Winneconne 

Tues Dec 19 2:00pm St. Raphael 

        City Wide Reconciliation 

Wed Dec 20 4:30pm St. Mary, Winneconne 

Sat Dec 23 3:30pm St. Mary, Winneconne 



PASTORAL PONDERINGS 
Christmas is full of symbols, many of which have lost their Christian meaning in our secular world. Here are 
some examples of the real Christian meaning of these well-known symbols. 
 
We celebrate the birth of Christ at Christmas, which means Christ's Mass 
(the Mass of Christ.) Christ means the anointed one. Jesus was God made 
flesh, come to earth so that we could understand how much God loves us  
so that we would not be afraid to approach him. Who could be afraid of        
an infant? The infant Christ is a living symbol of the humility of God who          
left the glory of heaven to come to earth in poverty and obscurity, showing 
us that we too are to be little and simple and to give our life for others. 
 
God created Mary with a mission to be the mother of our Lord and intercessor of all graces for us. She               
typifies both of these roles at the crib in Bethlehem. Here she can't take her eyes off the infant Christ,           
her son. Yet she does not keep Jesus to herself even in those first moments after his birth. Instead, she        
welcomes all visitors to see and adore Christ. Mary welcomes us into Jesus’ presence too. May we imitate 
Mary's devotion and obedience so that we, too, may show Christ to others by our words and actions. 
 
Joseph is the silent protector, the husband of faith, who knows how to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit. 
God has given Joseph the grace of courage which enables him to follow God's directions no matter how             
incredible, unbelievable, or difficult they are. St. Joseph, pray for us that we may listen more closely to the 
Holy Spirit so that we will follow God's will for our life no matter where it may lead us. 
 
When people thought of a stable, they thought of cows, donkeys, and hay. Only after the gospel was                  
proclaimed around the world did the term “stable” evoke an image of the infant Christ. Our perception 
changed because God entered the picture. In our lives, we encounter countless familiar people, situations, 
and objects. Our perception of them is often stereotyped. What would happen if we would allow God to          
enter the picture? How would our perception change? Lord, we ask you to open our spiritual eyes to see  
your presence in every person and situation in our life.  
 
Christians traditionally think of a donkey as the beast who carried the Blessed Mother and our unborn              
Lord to Bethlehem. Donkeys are slow, methodical, and strong animals. Sometimes strength of character            
and slow persistence are just the traits needed to bring Christ to someone who is not particularly interested 
in knowing him. May we have the strength of spirit and the proper pace so that we may be an effective               
instrument in bringing God's message to others. 
 
A manger holds feed for animals. The Manger in Bethlehem held the bread of life, the food of our souls.  
After Mary's womb, the manger was the first tabernacle. It held the body of our Lord. The shepherds came  
to adore our Lord in this tabernacle of the manger. The manger was probably roughly made. Lord, take away 
our rough edges, our imperfections, our human preoccupation with ourselves. Grant us the grace to adore 
your presence in our souls and then open our eyes to find that presence in the soul of every other human 
being. 
 

During the 15th century, the faithful began to erect trees in their homes on December 24th,  
the feast day of Adam and Eve. By the 18th century the custom of decorating a Christmas           
tree was well established in Europe. Thus, the Christmas tree represents the original Tree                
of Paradise, the burning bush which spoke to Moses, the branch of Jesse from which Jesus                
was born, and the life-giving tree of the cross of Christ. Because it is green year-round, the            
evergreen tree represents hope and because the tree is cut down and then erected again,              
it's a symbol of Christ’s resurrection. The Christmas tree is a sign of hope and a reminder of            
the many trees that are part of salvation history. Thank you, Lord, for turning the tree of             

Adam and Eve's sin into the tree of life through the cross of Christ. Because of the tree on which Christ died, 
we have been given the promise of eternal life.                                                                CONTINUE PG. 2 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 

 

 

St. Mary, Winneconne, Christian   
Action Ministry, CAM, is collecting 
children's books to be delivered to           
children in need in our community 
and beyond. We believe every 
child should have their own books 
and want to help make that idea a 

reality so we are collecting new books for children from 
ages newborn through teen. Please place your NEW books 
in the boxes located at the church entrances this         
weekend. Help make Christmas brighter for our children by 
giving the gift of reading to them this year! Books open  
the world for everyone and help dreams become reality! 

Christmas Environment/                   
Decorations Donation 

Name___________________________________ 

In Memory Of:  

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

Amount $________ 

                      St. Mary Winneconne or Omro 

 Help bring a star to someone's eye!! 

This December we are assisting 
in making someone's day a little 

brighter.  
Corporal Works of Mercy is in 
need of help for December in 

           the following areas:  
 
 
Dec. 11: 2pm Omro Care, make cards, decorate 
 cookies, carols (2 needed) 
Dec. 11: 2:30pm Country Villa, make cards,                    
 decorate cookies, carols (1 needed) 
 
Dec. 12: 3:30pm Meal prep Kaudy Hall (2 needed) 
Dec. 12: 5:30pm Day by Day serving (1 needed) 
 
Dec. 16: 8:30am Fr. Carr’s Christmas Party (6 needed) 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E45A4AC2BABFEC70

-44874907-corporal or call St. Mary:                                     
Winneconne office at 920-582-7712 or Omro office 
at 920-685-2258 to sign up.  

PASTORAL PONDERINGS 

For many people, gifts define Christmas. They focus on the giving and receiving of gifts instead of on our 
greatest gift of Jesus who gave himself to us at Christmas. God also gives us the gifts of the Holy Spirit which 
help us to follow God's direction in our lives. The gift of great wisdom, correct understanding, sure counsel, 
fuller knowledge, fervent piety, unshakable fortitude, and the awe of God's greatness and power. This  
Christmas let us ask God to revive in us the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
 
God bless you and your family! 
Deacon Paul Vidmar 

Mark your calendar  

4th Sunday of Advent Mass Schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 23 4:00pm Mass Winneconne 

Sunday, Dec. 24 8:30am Mass Omro 

                             NO 10:30am Mass 
 
Christmas Eve 4:00pm Mass Winneconne 

                           6:00pm Mass Omro 

Christmas Day 8:30am Mass Omro 

                           10:30am Mass Winneconne 

NOTE 

Parish Offices CLOSED for Christmas                        

Dec. 26-January 1, 2024. Returning Jan. 2nd  

CONTINUED 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E45A4AC2BABFEC70-44874907-corporal
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E45A4AC2BABFEC70-44874907-corporal


WINNECONNE NEWS 

Carpet Cleaner Head             $   100 

Mobile Utility Cart     Thank you!!

Faith Formation Computer         $1,000 

Adult Faith  Formation Computer $1,000 

Winneconne Wish List 

Calendar 
St. Mary, Winneconne 

Mon. Dec. 11  7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
              11:00am Musician Meeting 
       5:30pm Environment Meeting 
Tues. Dec. 12  9:30am Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm KC Meeting     
Wed. Dec. 13  7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
     3:05pm FF Classes 
     6:30pm HS                                       
Thurs. Dec. 14  2:00pm Rosary 
 
Sat. Dec. 16  3:30pm Confession 
     4:00pm Mass  
     5:15pm Choir Practice 
Sun. Dec. 17  10:00am Lourdes Madrigal Singers 
     10:30am Mass w/CLOW** 
     11:30am Enviro Changes  

Third Sunday of Advent 
*LOW: Liturgy of the Word 

**CLOW: Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Winneconne 
 

During the 10:30am Mass 
     

December  17 

Faith Formation News 

Calling All Singers!!!    
     St. Mary, Winneconne will                                              
            have a Choir at the                                                           
                4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass.  
Practices will be on:  
Sunday, December 10 at 11:45am 
Saturday, December 16 & 23 at 5:15pm 

Elementary Classes 
3:05-4:30pm December 13th 

9th & 10th Grade Class  
6:30-8:00pm December 13th 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-  Winneconne 

Given Week ending 12/3/2023 = $9,781 

WEEKLY GOAL: $6,550 

                                            St. Lucia or Lucy’s feast                     
                                             day is celebrated on                                      

                                          December 13th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of my favorite saints are celebrated with 
great food. What is one thing we can do to                 
celebrate St. Lucy’s Feast Day? Any student who 
can tell me something on Wednesday will earn a 
prize! Good luck! Have fun learning together. 
I pray you have a sweet start to your day. 

Book Recommendation  

      FYI-For this winter                                    
            REMEMBER                                             

     No school = no faith formation classes. 
No after school events = no faith formation                

                        classes. 
ALL CHURCH EVENTS ARE CANCELLED IF SCHOOL 

OR AFTER SCHOOL EVENTS ARE CANCELLED ! 

CORPORAL WORKS 
OF MERCY: 

WAAC DECORATING 



OMRO NEWS 
Calendar 

St. Mary, Omro 
 

Mon.  Dec. 11   Noon Latino Support Group 
 

Tues. Dec. 12  9:30am Staff Meeting at SMW 
     7:00pm KC Meeting at SMW  
 
Wed. Dec. 13  4:30pm FF Gr. 1-6 
     6:30pm FF Gr. 7-8  
      4:30pm Adoration & Confession 
 

Sun. Dec. 17   8:00am Lourdes Madrigal Singers 
      8:30am Mass w/ CLOW** and                   
   Refreshments 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
**CLOW: Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Wednesday, December 13 
Grades 1-6 4:30pm 

Grades 7 & 8 6:30pm 

An ergonomic 
chair -Thank you 

St. Mary, Omro 

Congratulations 
           To the parents and godparents of  

 
Broden Nickel Henry 

 

Who was Baptized into Christ’s Family 
this weekend! 

      Bring the Little Children onto Him! 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Omro 

Given Week ending 12/3/2023 = $3,701 

WEEKLY GOAL: $3,941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all  who 

helped with the parade 

float this year!                                           

St. Mary Omro                     

won the                                

Best of Theme Award. 
 

 

 

Parade 
Best of Theme 

Candyland 

Christmas                 

Parade 

Omro  

   You are invited to 
   St. Mary Church,                             
             Omro 

Holy Hour with Adoration                
 Wednesday, December 13, 

2023                
       4:30 to 5:30pm                                

       “Come, Let Us Adore Him”                           
Confession will also be offered during this 

hour with Fr. Bill.  

 
 

CLOW is back in Omro! 
 

During the 8:30am Mass 
     

December  17 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
Readings for the Week of December 11 

 

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26  
                                
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17/Lk 1:26-38                        
  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30                   
  St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 
 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15 

St. John of the Cross, Priest &                              
Doctor of the Church 

 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 
 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4,9-11/Mt 17:9a,10-13 
  
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a,10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/                   
  Jn 1:6-8,19-28                    
  

Third Sunday of Advent 
Gaudete Sunday 

CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY: 
Father Carr’s &  Day by Day Prep 



Deadline for the Bulletin 
NOON on Tuesday 

 
E-mail bulletin announcements to: 

Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org 
Peggy Wilms: peggy.wilms@stmarychurches.org 

 
Like us on Facebook:  

St. Mary Catholic Church Omro 
St. Mary Catholic Church Winneconne 

  
Check us out on the web: 

stmarychurches.org 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY:  December 16 
4:00pm (SMW) Carol Brennand 
 
 
SUNDAY:  December 17 
8:30am (SMO) Lawrence Crowley  
10:30am (SMW) Robert Botello 

Stewardship of Serving-Liturgical Ministry Schedule 

Saturday & Sunday December 16 & 17 
SMO—St. Mary, Omro 
SMW—St. Mary, Winneconne 

Altar Servers 
4:00pm  (SMW)  2 Volunteers  
8:30am  (SMO)   Wyatt Miller, Volunteer 
10:30am (SMW)  Anna Lynch, Volunteer 
 
Lectors: 
4:00pm  (SMW)  Hugh Sleeman 
8:30am  (SMO)   Heidi Seaman 
10:30am (SMW)  Mike Jordan 
 
Ushers: 
4:00pm  (SMW)  Steve & Irma Christian 
       Kathy Hartzheim, Jerry Cegielski   
8:30am  (SMO)   Seaman Family 
10:30am (SMW)  Peggy Benjamin, Jeff Jandrin  
          Pauline & Paul Jandrin              
Sacristans: 
4:00pm  (SMW)  Tracey & Mike Losse 
8:30am  (SMO)   Jodi Hess 
10:30am (SMW) Lisa Lynch 

Communion Ministers: 
4:00pm  (SMW)  Tracey Losse, Chelsy Cegielski 
10:30am (SMW) Mike Jordan, Jackie Saunders  
 
Greeters: 
4:00pm  (SMW)  Chelsy Cegielski, Kathy Meinen, 
       2 Volunteers 
8:30am  (SMO)   Blake Stachura, Volunteer 
10:30am (SMW)  Kristin Kasuboski, 
        Broc, Wade & Jann Berglund 
Musicians: 
4:00pm  (SMW)  Annemarie Birschbach/                        
       Kim Berndt  
8:30am  (SMO)   Ron Hayes/Rose Luebke 
10:30am (SMW)  Kristin Day/Julie Mueller &   
        Bonnie Plummer  
 
Intercessory Prayers: 
 

8:30am  (SMO)  Volunteer 
10:30am (SMW) Patty Volp, Julie Servais          

St. Mary, Omro 
730 Madison Ave. 

Omro 
WI 54963 

stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 
Parish Office: 920-685-2258 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 
 8am-Noon 12:30-4:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Administrative Assistant: Peggy Wilms 
Bookkeeper: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Janet Wegner 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman  
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser 
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Mary McDonald 

Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson 

Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
210 Pleasant Dr. P.O. Box 487 

Parish Office: 205 Pleasant Dr. Winn 
Winneconne, WI 54986-0487 

stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
Parish Office: 920-582-7712 
 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 
 8:00am-Noon 12:30-5:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Administrative Assistant: Sue Kuhn 
Bookkeeper: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger 
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser 
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Mary McDonald 

Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson 

Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 




