St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne
www.stmarychurches.org

December 17, 2023
Third Sunday of Advent

Prepare your heart to receive Jesus
Opportunities for Reconciliation:

This Season of Advent
Let Us:
Receive Jesus
Renew in Jesus

Rejoice in Jesus

Mass Schedule for

4th Sunday of Advent
Saturday, Dec. 23
St. Mary, Winneconne 4:00pm Mass
Sunday, Dec. 24
St. Mary, Omro 8:30am Mass

Christmas Eve

Sat Dec16 3:30pm St. Mary, Winneconne
Tues Dec 19 2:00pm St. Raphael

City Wide Reconciliation
Wed Dec 20 4:30pm St. Mary, Winneconne
Sat Dec23 3:30pm St. Mary, Winneconne

St. Mary, Winneconne 4:00pm Mass

St. Mary, Omro 6:00pm Mass
Christmas Day

St. Mary, Omro 8:30am Mass

St. Mary, Winneconne 6:00pm Mass

Note: Parish Offices will be closed from Dec. 26

Pastoral Coordinator: Deacon Paul Vidmar
920-379-8068
Paul.vidmar@stmarychurches.org

Priest Celebrants:
Fr. Tom Long
Fr. Quinn Mann

thru Jan. 1. Offices will reopen on Jan. 2, 2024.

Sacraments/Membership
To arrange for baptisms, weddings or to join call

St. Mary, Winneconne: 920-582-7712 or
stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org

St. Mary, Omro: 920-685-2258 or
stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org



PASTORAL PONDERINGS

This weekend is named Gaudete Sunday — the Sunday of joy. It,

along with Laetare Sunday in Lent, are the two days when you ® A CALL to REJOICE
may see Rose colored Vestments worn by the priest at Mass. rihe L?iBJiNEAR

This past Tuesday as | read over the Sunday scriptures, | noted

they called us to proclaim good tidings to the poor, to the broken hearted, to those who are at wits
end. Up to this point, Advent has been happily advent-full for me. | have enjoyed watching for God’s
presence in the most unexpected of places. | have taken a little extra time to pray, to put out a few
decorations, and even stay fairly up to date on my Day-by-Day Scripture Advent Calendar (only a few
days behind,) and on my Chocolate Advent Calendar (in that case, “Happy New year.”)

However, this week’s challenge to proclaim “glad tidings” is not looking good. My glad tidings may
fall flat to the parishioner who just found out that after 30 loyal years to the Company, she is losing
her job. Glad tidings will be hard to convey to a friend who has undergone yet another surgery with
no insurance and is recovering in a cold house because FEMA has yet to come through with a flood
loan applied for this past summer. How do | say “rejoice” to another acquaintance who is living with
a pregnancy filled with serious health issues, or “rejoice” to one of our elderly men who took a fall
and may have to move to a nursing home? How do | convey a spirit of rejoicing to the family who on
the 23rd, amidst everyone else in full Christmas mode, will be having the funeral for their Father?

One answer lies in this weekend’s Second Reading, “In all circumstances give thanks for this is the
will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” God promises that in the hour of greatest trial consolation is
promised to us along with the great support and intercession from the Communion of Saints in
heaven. This is not a “hope” that things might turn out well for us, rather, this is a rock-solid
promise, rooted in the unshakeable character of God who is loving and faithfully watching over us.

You may think now that you will not be able to bear a difficulty that lies in your path. But God is
always present. Seek to be holy; seek to bring truth; seek to bear witness; and do not turn aside
from the chance to do good.

+ Receive and recognize each day, the blessings God has set before you.

+ Renew each day your belief, that you belong to God and in all
things God’s Spirit is within you.

+ Rejoice because in even the darkest moments, the Spirit gives to
us enough of God to satisfy our soul and carry us through.

Lyn Zahorik,

Director for Spiritual Engagement




PARISH HAPPENINGS
CAM CHRISTMAS COLLECTION - ! ' g ,OIE I\éEE)1S' - ! l

BOOKSFOR = eow ke
CHILDREN Hello Corporal Works of Mercy participants,

| would like to say a HUGE “thank you” to all of you
who contributed to the success of the Corporal Works
of Mercy this fall. | sure saw and felt Jesus’ presence
in every one of you. YOU made this the success that it
became. We are almost coming to the end of our fall
activities.

With warmest appreciation for all of YOU that stepped
up and did God’s work this fall. You truly were the
hands and feet of Jesus!

We received

Baby/Toddler Books (board books)
15 + 24 (3=8 packs Dr. Seuss)
Total=39

Omro Care

Frosting & Decoratin
Picture Books

\\ .
63 + 15 (Fairytale pack) \\O\)\' /% Cookies
Total=78 $$ ,
Chapter Books '\‘?\P
21 books

Omro Care

Grand total of books: 138

Enjoying Bingo!!

Offering, Church support envelopes for St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Envelopes

gf////ia\ 2023 need to be postmarked Ladies Night Out Group

Svl

B by Dec. 31 to go on this OO
) : : qQQf Join the fun!

year’s statement. Remember with the office ; - (<
closed after Christmas you will have to mail When: Monday, January 15, 2024 at 6:30pm
them in or put your envelopes into the What: Get to know Father Quinn

Bingo with a twist — Great prizes!

collection basket. Thank you
Where: Kaudy Hall

Cost: Free; donations appreciated

Christmas Environment/

Come join us for a special night to get to know

Decorations Donation Father Quinn.
Followed by Bingo with great prizes and extra fun.
Name
‘ It's
In Memory Of: : Eh
ime

To register, use the QR Code to the right or

Sign up Genius link below or email Tanya at
Amount S jonya830@gmail.com.

. hi M wwwL SiENUpEEnius. com, B0S0545ADAAZAATFSE-A6557A57-stma
St. Mary Winneconne or Omro




WINNECONNE NEWS

Calendar F Faith Formation News
St. Mary, Winneconne FORMATION
Mon. Dec. 18 7:30am LOW* w/Communion ,'r Elementary Classes
Wed. Dec. 20 7:30am LOW* w/C _ H 3:05-4:30pm December 20%"
ed. Dec. :30am ommunion
3:05pm FF c|asvsvés u -¢- No Middle School Class
4:30pm Confession -
4:30pm Set up for Christmas Merry Christmas
Thurs. Dec. 21 2:00pm Rosary
Winneconne

Sat. Dec. 23 3:30pm Confession

4:00pm Mass

5:15pm Choir Practice
Sun. Dec. 24 NO 10:30am Mass

4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass w/choir
Mon. Dec. 25 10:30am Christmas Day Mass

During the 10:30am Mass
December 17

6-day votives increase

Fourth Sunday of Advent

*LOW: Liturgy of the Word Beginning Jan 1, 6-day votive candle

donation will be $3.00 per candle,
which is the cost of the candle.
STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Winneconne

Given Week ending 12/10/2023 = $5,508
WEEKLY GOAL: $6,550

p /fﬁ ’u;w;k.
v O ) S There will be many smiling faces

gl
:-Q_E\o‘é: M::alxlli(nt\c;i::s o ; Qa\ for Christmas this year due to
S Mrs. Michalski & their (L,j %::i;j the generosity of so many of you.
4th Grade Faith Formation Class. VEryl = The office was filled with wrapped
They made beautiful handmade cards to fﬂm.g, - gifts and we had 5 new bikes too.
give to our newly Baptized babies. Each q': Took 2-SUV’s, 2 vans and a truck

baby is given a gift from the parish when
they are Baptized and become members
here at St. Mary, Winneconne.

The 4th grade class made each of them a
Welcome to St. Mary card to be put into
their bags.

Winneconne Wish List Calling All Singers!!!
: St. Mary, Winneconne will
‘/\ﬂ have a Choir at the ‘/\ﬂ

Carpet Cleaner Head S 100 :
Faith Formation Computer $1,000 : 4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass.
Adult Faith Formation Computer $1,000 : Practices will be on:

: Saturday, December 16 & 23 at 5:15pm

NN R EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES -



OMRO NEWS

Calendar Lt
St. Mary, Omro FCORMATICON
Wed. Dec. 20 4:30pm FF Gr. 1-6 Wednesday, December 20

6:30pm FF Gr. 7-10

Sun. Dec. 24 8:30am Mass 4th Sunday
6:00pm Christmas Eve Mass
w/choir
Mon. Dec. 25 8:30am Christmas Day Mass
w/choir

Grades 1-6 4:30pm
Grades 7-10 6:30pm

Fourth Sunday of Advent

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Omro
Given Week ending 12/10/2023 = $4,885
WEEKLY GOAL: $3,941

High school youth helped spread some holiday
cheer caroling in Omro as part of the Corporal

Choir Practice for Christmas Eve & Works of Mercy.

Christmas Day Masses

If you would like to be in one or
both of the choirs, please
attend practice on Thursday,
Dec. 21 at 6:30pm.

AN EVENING WITH THE SAINTS
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 20™
b Grades 1-6 will be spending
Y the evening learning about

the saints during the Advent

season.

This weekend we are celebrating the men

that have been keeping our church in working
condition for the last 18 plus years. Together

they have over 100 years of service to St. Mary
and we are very grateful for all that they do. First grade learned about the holy family

If you see Gene, Tod, Bill or Ed make sure that and had fun with a nativity project last

you thank them! THANK YOU!!!! week.



COMMUNITY NEWS

Readings for the Week of December 18 MAR RESENTS:
Monday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 ST. Y OMRO P =
Tuesday: Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 AN ENCHANTED EVENING
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38
Thursday: EE %-:gélisor Zep 3:14-18a/ SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2024
Friday: 1Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 . -

Saturday: Mal 3:1-4,23-24/Lk 1:57-66 6'30”1' 3'30PM _ _
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16/ **Limited number of tickets available.
Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Litucr:aical Ministry Schedule

ristmas Eve & Day

Christmas Eve
Altar Servers
4:00pm (SMW)

2 Volunteers
6:00pm (SMO)

2 Volunteers
Lectors:

4:00pm (SMW)

Kelly Vidmar

6:00pm (SMO)
Elizabeth Frank
Ushers:

4:00pm (SMW) Eric &
Donna Krueger, Deb &
Jack Woelfel

6:00pm (SMO) Mona
Freund, Jim Potratz
Sacristans:
4:00pm (SMW)
Rose Unser

6:00pm (SMO)
Margaret Potratz
Communion:
4:00pm (SMW)
Andy Krueger, Sue
Kuhn, Rose Unser,
Kelly Vidmar

Greeters:

4:00pm (SMW)
Sherrie & Tim Johnson,
2 Volunteers
6:00pm (SMO)

2 Volunteers
Musicians:

4:00pm (SMW)
Matthew Harden/Choir
6:00pm (SMO)

Ron Hayes/Choir

Christmas Day

Altar Servers

8:30am (SMO)

2 Volunteers

10:30am (SMW)

Colton & Grayson Luedtke

Lectors:
8:30am (SMO)
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Lexi Rilling Enjoy a magical night under the stars:
10:30am (SMW) Dinner catered by The Roxy
Volunteer Live entertainment

gS;(l)el‘S: MO Door prizes worth $350

Lisa aR?ﬂir(lg, Valunteer LA

10:30am (SMW) ~ - Sponsored by: e =
Jim & Isaac Day, - The Roxy Supper Club - Quumie’s White Howwe Trn

2 Volunteers
Sacristans:
8:30am (SMO)
Margaret Potratz
10:30am (SMW)
Volunteer

Communion:

10:30am (SMW)

2 Volunteers
Greeters:

8:30am (SMO)

Liam Forster, Volunteer
10:30am (SMW)

Emmy Day, 3 Volunteers
Musicians:

8:30am (SMO)

Ron Hayes/ Choir
10:30am (SMW)

Kristin Day/Leah Krohn

- £oa Ruverd'a Mexican Gaill
- O the Wol Suppen Club

+ “Fox Riven Baewing Ce.
- o fati

Limited number of tickets available. This is open to
both parishes and you do not need to be a couple.
Bring a friend and enjoy entertainment and a great
meal. Tickets are $25/person. Call the parish office
to purchase your ticket today!!

g

ATHER CARR'’S PLACE 2B CHRISTMAS DAY DINNE
MONDAY DECEMBER 25™, 2023

CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER DELIVERY 10:30-NOON
ACCEPTING ORDERS NOW - (920) 231-2378

SAINT MOTHER TERESA CENTER DINE-IN NOON -1:30
NO RESERVATIONS NECESSARY




Deadline for the Bulletin
NOON on Tuesday

E-mail bulletin announcements to:
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org
Peggy Wilms: peggy.wilms@stmarychurches.org

Like us on Facebook:
St. Mary Catholic Church Omro
St. Mary Catholic Church Winneconne

Check us out on the web:
stmarychurches.org

MASS INTENTIONS a2 Yo,
= Lee]
SATURDAY: December 23 ={( €§
4:00pm (SMW) Ed & Viola Zahorik g
SUNDAY: December 24

8:30am (SMO) Randy Kos

Christmas Eve

For Our Parishioners
Schuster & Egan Families
Christmas Day

Alex Albright

Don Natrop

Sunday:
4:00pm (SMW)
6:00pm (SMO)
Monday:
8:30am (SMO)
10:30am (SMW)

Stewardship of Serving-Liturgical Ministry Schedule

SMO—St. Mary, Omro

Saturday & Sunday December 23 & 24
SMW—St. Mary, Winneconne

Altar Servers
4:00pm (SMW) 2 Volunteers
8:30am (SMO) Aubree Krier, Sydney Kirsch

Lectors:
4:00pm (SMW)
8:30am (SMO)

Ushers:
4:00pm (SMW)

8:30am (SMO)

Sacristans:
4:00pm (SMW)
8:30am (SMO)

Mike Jordan
Janet Wagner

Lester Brennand, Mary Berger
2 Volunteers
Huth Family

Volunteer
Janet Wagner

Communion Ministers:

4:00pm (SMW) Mike Losse, Mike Jordan

Greeters:

4:00pm (SMW) Sherry & Roger Rozek,
2 Volunteers

8:30am (SMO) Huth Family

Musicians:
4:00pm (SMW) Matthew Harden/Gail Breu
8:30am (SMO) Ted Kreuzer/Paul Kamikawa

Intercessory Pravers:
8:30am (SMO) Volunteer

Receive; Renew, Rejoice

St. Mary, Omro
730 Madison Ave.
Omro
WI 54963
stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org
Parish Office: 920-685-2258

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday
8am-Noon 12:30-4:00pm
Fridays: Closed

Administrative Assistant: Peggy Wilms
Bookkeeper: Pat Samolinski

Custodian: Janet Wegner

Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Mary McDonald

Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik

St. Mary, Winneconne
210 Pleasant Dr. P.O. Box 487
Parish Office: 205 Pleasant Dr. Winn
Winneconne, WI 54986-0487
stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org
Parish Office: 920-582-7712

Office Hours: Monday — Thursday
8:00am-Noon 12:30-5:00pm
Fridays: Closed

Administrative Assistant: Sue Kuhn

Bookkeeper: Pat Samolinski

Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach

Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Mary McDonald

Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik




The Dowling
| Group LLC
.+ Teri Dowling,
Broker
(920) 420-0773 Cell

L Holiday Florist

;l 7 Full Service Florist

i 7 217W.Main St. Winneconne

en Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00
920-582-3939

www.holidayﬂoﬁstwinneconne.com
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@MRQ PHARMACY

328 E. Main Street, Omro
920-685-5041

,,@3'81)%@'

v

6992 Lakeshore Rd, Winneconne
920-582-9773
Trees, Shrubs, Annuals, Perennials
and more Landscaping Services

In
] Memory
of Evie
Kress

Mil(w
#29716- 095§ 95 0840

mike.miller@c21ace.com SMwW -
cathy.miller@c21ace.com Parishioners |
CENTURY 21 2%, e &

303 S. BLUEMOUND DR. APPLETON, W1 54914 =
OFFICE: (920)739-2121 Fax: (920)739-1103 a

SIN CUSTOM Buj T
w:sco"‘ HOMg
S \

CONSTRUCTION INC.

Dan Dowling - President
Oshkosh, WI ~ Phone (920) 235-8021
www.DowlingConstructioninc.com

SCHERER FAMILY
Chiropractic, S.C.
Dr. Cindy Scherer, Dr. Tom Scherer
884 Airport Road, Menasha
(920) 725-6933

RICH LAW.11c

illayne Y. Verich
(920) 810-7480

jverich@verichlaw.com

OF CcoOLuUMBUS"

Omro-Winneconne Council 8810
Come Join Us
www.KofC.org/JoinUs
Call Steve Christian 920.376.1053

K2 KNIGHTS
/—'

920-850-2919

)

PLUMBING

ANDG FI'

Web: winneconnethriftgift.org
Like us on FACEBOOK

Charlty, Sustainability, Fellowship

»,
. ﬁ 920-279-1233 .
elizabethleefranzen norwex.biz

Norwex

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
_ EricJ. Lang
Financial Advisor
119 W Main St, Winneconne
Phone: 920-582-4268
Cell: 920-379-1154
eric.lang@edwardjones.com

LEO’S SERVICE, LLC MUELLER Need
: e d prayer contact the LOURDES
302CW. I\ld?"k vx';ne‘_:onne ;g FUNERAL HOME parish office to be put on ACADEMY
omplete Au airs ;
Mini-MI;rt .24 Houre'II)'owing Complete Funeral & Cremation Services othe p;;z;-a;;:aZZ‘SS
(920)582-7717 days ety Angell Sk : Call 920.426.6421 for a tour or
(920)420-9523 nights | 920%582:4245 - wiwwmusherfnnet Winn:220:582:7712 visit www.lourdes.today.
: v thrivent Orogteriny 70 s g
2o DEXEINS (™~ e |  iwitiowsd
%( Construction Sfimo ol financial goals. ™y - c Funeral Home
Supper (lub JOHN R. VANDE HEI 1ding o Fi 0
. e L Eror Additons | 2 4 425 Jefferson Ave, Omro
Main Strat, Winneconne (0)920-685-3004  Decks = 920-685-2207
Owners: Jeff & Jennifer Schmitz (C)920.420-1636 New Homes | #
Shawn ol TU 9-12; W/F 10-3 TH 10-7; Sat 10-2 N3084 County Rd. XX
Faerofieik THR F'I' Phone #: 920-582-3932 Berln, WI 54923

4 9209875800

John & Jodi Hess, Owners

OUTDOOR DINING
Serving Food Daily at 11:30 a.m. (Closed Mondays)
Large Parking Lot for Motorcycle Groups
GREAT FRIDAY FISH FRY!
Outdoor Steak Fry once amonth
from April-November

BELLAMEDICALCLINIC.COM
484 W. JOUTH PARK AVE. * OSHKOSH

@stmarychurches.org 20-252-5501

Comp//ments Of Your ad will reach over 500 MAIN TIRE alld
households each week!! Fortifi Bank MAINTENANCE
JImP& M?]rgMaret bpotratz Advertise today: |nf0l’mati0n Growin' Wisconsin Repair on a" Foreign & Dom%tlc Cars
arish Members stmarywinn 1121 E. Main St. Omro WI 54963
920-420-2501 @stmarychurches.org N o 920-685-5553
Chris Seaman Carpentry Y POPW’;Z';‘;:Yy';:;T‘;gﬂa&ﬁm OnbThi On This Rock
H 1 R | X
chils Samr oS EEC | Marsh Fam‘i‘iy Eyecare RSt b |1 E ) 216 W South
Oowner Family Eyecare - Quality Eyewear | ™ Rebecca 0c Park Ave
carpentryservices3143@gm Contack |iises- 1:58ar Care Doty Jually T 920-312-0970 e Oshkosh
920-312-3058 : Great Quality Beef Brian Christan Books & Gift
HisHomrs,omo 7 / ety O OO s Gits | For affodbie prices! 920.295-0000 | Phone #: 920-966-0007
o /PECIALIZING . River Front Tipler Insurance
BNF /T‘HVE' *:)CN;'OV:; Advertise Here _George A. Tipler-Agent
Email: Cabtnetr\/ & Design 920-836-2000
Stmarywinn Jeff Noffke LLC Erin Siegmann-Agent

920-410-8309
8299 Hickory Ave, Larsen




