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920-379-1674 

pam.biehl@stmarychurches.org 
 

Priest Celebrants: 
Fr. Tom Long 

Fr. Kevin Ripley 

Sacraments/Membership 
To arrange for baptisms, weddings or to join call  

 

St. Mary, Winneconne: 920-582-7712 or 
stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 

 

St. Mary, Omro: 920-685-2258 or  
stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 

MASS 
Sunday 
8:30am 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Go to stmarychurches.org  
Click and watch 

Gaudete Sunday 



PASTORAL LEADER’S NOTES 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

              
This weekend we celebrate Gaudete Sunday! 

 
Gaudete Sunday marks the halfway point of the Advent season. It is a day of 
JOY in the midst of all of our preparations for Christmas and all the struggles          
we may be experiencing during these days of the pandemic. There is a sense             
of joyful expectation, an awareness that the Lord is coming soon. This is the            
day we light the pink candle on our Advent wreath. It is a time for us to take              
a minute to ask ourselves: 

Will our HEARTS as well as our homes  
be ready for the coming of the Lord on Christmas? 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
                                                                                   

I know that many of you are not getting together as a family during 

the Christmas holiday to make sure that everyone remains safe and 

well. Those decisions had to be very difficult to make and I have no 

doubt they took great courage and sacrifice along with a lot of love 

and concern.  

With that in mind I wanted to share this creative way of reminding 

us to be safe and “stay home” during Christmas time and hope it 

brings you a smile in the midst of finding your own creative ways to 

celebrate Christmas safely.  

 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

During these Advent days I’ve been thinking a lot about the many people who are in 

need of just the basics in life like food and clothing this Christmas because they have 

lost their jobs or been unable to work because of sickness in their families. I know that  

I am very blessed to have a job, a roof over my head and more than enough food on 

the table. Many of you are so generous to me at Christmas which I am always so       

grateful for. It would mean a lot to me this year if instead of gifting me with something 

you would give it to a family or an organization that could use some extra help right 

now. I would love to receive a Christmas card from you, but I hope you will share the gift as a way for                  

both of us to reach out and help those who are struggling during these difficult days of the pandemic.    

                  

         Sr. Pam  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Flookaside.fbsbx.com%2Flookaside%2Fcrawler%2Fmedia%2F%3Fmedia_id%3D10156200294778706&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FDailyRosary%2Fposts%2Fthird-sunday-of-advent-gaudete-sundaythe-spirit-of-the


STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

The Gospel of  

John 1:6-8, 19-28  
 

“He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He was not the light,  

but came to testify to the light.”  

 

Today, right in the midst of Advent, we receive an invitation to joy and hope. 

  

It is a good time to think of everything God has done for us and thank Him for it. 

 

Joy is an essential characteristic of the life of Faith. To feel loved and saved by God is a great JOY; to be 

aware we are brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ, who gave his life for us, is the basic motivation of our 

Christian JOY. 

  

Christian happiness stems from thanksgiving, basically because of the love our Lord pours over us; through 

the Eucharist, as well as within the routine of our daily lives. 

 

John the Baptist enjoyed great popularity among the people of his time; but, when they ask him who he is, 

he humbly answers: “I am not the Messiah…;” “I baptize you with water, but among you stands one whom 

you do not know; although he comes after me.”  

 

Jesus Christ is the long-awaited Messiah; He is the Light of the world. He is our JOY that gives meaning to 

our lives.  As Christ's disciples, we are called to share His Light in the darkness. When we respond faithfully,  

we experience a JOY beyond our human understanding.  

 

How will you be light in the darkness and share the JOY of Jesus this week? 



WINNECONNE NEWS 
Calendar—St. Mary, Winneconne 

 
 

Mon. Dec. 14  7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
Tues.  Dec. 15  11:30am Staff Birthday Lunch 
Wed. Dec. 16  7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
      Faith Formation Virtual 
      Elem & MS 
Thurs. Dec. 17  2:00pm Rosary 
Sat. Dec. 19  3:30pm Confession 
     4:00pm Mass 
Sun. Dec. 20  10:30am Mass 
     CLOW** Virtual 
     6:00pm FF Gr. 9/10 Virtual 
     7:30pm FF Gr. 11 Virtual 
   

Sat./Sun. 4th Sunday of Advent  
*LOW: Liturgy of the Word 

**CLOW: Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

For the month of December we will be collecting 

toilet paper and napkins for Fr. Carr’s. You may 

place your donations in the white cart on the 

parking lot side of the church. Thank you for 

helping in this time of great need.  

 

Criss Cross Shredder for office     $170 

3– Chair Mats         $185 

 

St. Mary, Winneconne                               
Christmas Wish List 

Winneconne/Omro 

Environment Ministry Decorating for Christmas  
 

When: Monday, Dec 21st 
Time: 9:00am to 2:00pm 

Where: St. Mary Church Winneconne 
 

Looking for Volunteers: 
Lifters, Haulers, ornament hangers, floral                            
arrangers, crafters, and hanging stars, etc.…                                   
  Contact Anne Baldwin                                         
  email: annebaldwin50@yahoo.com                                       

     or call 920-379-4677 if interested. 

Retired Religious Collection 

Today, through the Retirement                       
Collection, we are able to Share  
in the Care of our retired sisters, 
brothers and religious order 
priests through the National         
Retirement Fund for Religious,         
as well as of the senior priests         
of our own diocese. Envelopes  

are available to make your contribution at the       
entrances or drop off an envelope marked Retired 
Religious Collection (National Retirement or Diocese 
of Green Bay Religious Retirement). Please be             
generous in helping those who have given so much 
over the years.  

Virtual Baking Event open to everyone! 

We have our second of two virtual baking events 
planned for December 15th. These events will take 
place via Zoom at 7:00pm. Anyone who is interested 
in joining us to bake goodies in our own homes,               
together via a computer screen, should contact Andy 
(andy.krueger@stmarychurches.org) or follow this  
link SIGN UP HERE. You will then be given the list of 
ingredients you will need so you are all set to go on 
one or both of the Virtual Baking Event nights. The 
baked goods will be baked in your home, packaged 
individually in plastic bags, and should then be                 
returned to the church office. These goodies will then 
be delivered to the Day By Day Warming Shelter for           
a morning distribution to the shelter guests. 
Our baking event on December 7th was so much fun! 
Do you like to bake? Join us on December 15th! 

December 16 Virtual Faith Formation… 
2nd graders at 5:00pm 
4th graders at 5:15pm 

We really enjoy this opportunity to gather together! 

mailto:annebaldwin50@yahoo.com
mailto:andy.krueger@stmarychurches.org
https://forms.gle/nq3sdAuQFFJvG7j38


OMRO NEWS 
Faith formation Calendar—St. Mary, Omro 

 

Tues. Dec. 15  11:30am Staff Birthday Lunch 

Wed. Dec. 16  Faith Formation Virtual 

   Gr. 1-6 & Gr. 7-11      

     4:30pm Latino Bible Study 

Sat. Dec. 19  NO 6:00pm Mass  

Sun. Dec. 20  8:00am Confession    

     8:30am Mass 

     12:15pm Mass in Spanish 

     1:15pm Confession              

Sat./Sun. 4th Sunday of Advent 

Classes are Virtual for all grades 
4:30pm Latino Bible Study 

DVD’s: 
• The Chosen    $25 
• A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood $20 
• Priceless     $20 
Shark Lift Away Carpet Cleaner  $199 
(2) HP laptops          $500ea. 
Projector     $600 
Need to replace technological equipment that                                       
is 10 years old. It is used for youth and adult                                    
faith formation, zoom meetings and presentations                            
at Mass.  

St. Mary, Omro                                
Christmas Wish List 

Join in on Spreading Christmas Cheer!! 
As Christmas is right around the corner, we are          
preparing to make this Christmas, which will be       
different in many ways, a memorable HOPE filled           
experience that brings the JOY of JESUS to others 
through song! The plan is to have THREE SONGS; 
Away in the Manger, Hark the Herold Angels Sing   
& O Come, All Ye Faithful, virtually sung by you and 
your family members. This will bring HOPE and JOY  
to our parish communities! In addition, you will be 
able to share the link with friends and family and 
bring a gift of JOY to those you love but may not               
be able to be with during these days of pandemic!  
 
Whether you have a beautiful voice or would like to 
have a beautiful voice, (No one will be able to tell 
whose voice it is, you’re safe) please participate in this 
outreach. You will be sharing the GOOD NEWS of         
JESUS in a world that needs HIM so much! The more 
singers involved the more impressive the Virtual 
Choir production will be! Contact Rose Unser at         
582-7712 or rose.unser@stmarychurches.org to            
record you/your family sing.  

Decorating for Christmas  
Sunday, December 20  

After 8:30am Mass   
If you have a couple of hours to spare, we could use 
help setting up the trees and decorating the church.  

Continuation of Making the Church Festive  
Monday, December 21  

 9:00am-2:00pm  
Please join us in making the church a beautiful,              
welcoming space for all who visit during the               
Christmas season. You can come for just a few       
hours or stay the entire time. 
This would also be an excellent opportunity for 
teens who need to earn some volunteering hours. 
Contact Peggy at the office 685-2258 or just show 
up! 

Winneconne/Omro 

We ask that all tags with gifts be returned to 

both parishes this week. Tags had dates that 

they needed to be returned by. Thank you to 

all those who donated gifts, money and gift 

cards to help those in need.  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
Readings for the Week of December 14 

 
Monday:  Nm 24:2-7,15-17a/Mt 21:23-27 

St. John of the Cross, Priest and                          
Doctor of the Church                                          

Tuesday:  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8,18,21c-25/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 
Friday:  Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday:  Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 
Sunday:  2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16/                   
   Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Our parishes have a FORMED subscription.  
To set up your free account visit forms.org/signup 

and select your parish.  

Church Decorations Donation 
If you would like to remember a loved one 
this Christmas with a donation toward our 
Christmas decorations, please fill out this 
form and return it to the church office.  
From:______________________________ 
In Memory Of:_______________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
Amount $______     Winneconne______                  
            Omro____________ 

December 14th 
2:30pm-4:30pm 

Lourdes Academy 
 
110 N. Sawyer St. Oshkosh 
In the circle drive 

December 24, Christmas Eve:    
1:00pm Mass in Winneconne                       

3:00pm Mass in Omro  
5:00pm Mass in Winneconne  

 
December 25, Christmas Day:                                  

8:30am Mass in Winneconne 
10:30am Mass in Omro  

 
A survey was emailed to all those who we have 
email addresses for. If you responded to the survey 
thank you. If you still need to respond to the 
survey please do so today. We would like an  
estimate of how many to plan for each Mass. 

Click below the survey is 3 simple questions: 
 https://forms.gle/Y4cD2e5G868789iV6  

https://forms.gle/Y4cD2e5G868789iV6


MASS INTENTIONS  
 
SATURDAY:  December 19 
4:00pm (SMW) Sr. Patrice Walsh 
 
SUNDAY:  December 20 
8:30am (SMO) Stan Spanbauer 
10:30am (SMW) Robert Botello 

Stewardship of Serving-Liturgical 
Ministry Schedule 

Lectors: 
4:00pm  (SMW) Jill Verich 
8:30am  (SMO) Volunteer 
10:30am (SMW) Vicky Holt 
  
 

Ushers: 
4:00pm  (SMW) Alex Verich,  Volunteer 
8:30am  (SMO) 2 Volunteers 
10:30am (SMW) JoAnn Winnekens, Gerry Arens 
    
Sacristans: 
4:00pm  (SMW) Volunteer 
8:30am  (SMO) Volunteer 
10:30am (SMW) Anne Baldwin 
 
 

Greeters: 
4:00pm  (SMW) 3 Volunteers 
8:30am  (SMO) 2 Volunteers 
10:30am (SMW) Gerry Arens, Kristin Kasuboski 
   Volunteer 

Saturday & Sunday December 19 & 20 
SMO—St. Mary, Omro 
SMW—St. Mary, Winneconne 

St. Mary, Omro 
730 Madison Ave.                                                     
Omro, WI 54963 

stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 
 

Parish Office: 920-685-2258 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 
 8am-Noon 12:30-4:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Administrative Assistant: Peggy Wilms 
Accountant: Mary Ann Wagner 
Custodian: Janet Wegner 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman  
Hispanic Ministry Coordinator: Sr. Pat Flanigan 
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser 
Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Lyn Zahorik 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
210 Pleasant Dr. P.O. Box 487 

Parish Office:  205 Pleasant Dr.  
Winneconne, WI 54986-0487 

stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
 

Parish Office: 920-582-7712 
 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 
 8:00am-Noon 12:30-5:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Administrative Assistant: Sue Kuhn 
Accountant: Mary Ann Wagner 
Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger 
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser 
Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Lyn Zahorik 

Deadline for the Bulletin 
NOON on Tuesday 

E-mail bulletin announcements to: 
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org 

Peggy Wilms: peggy.wilms@stmarychurches.org 
 

Like us on Facebook:  
St. Mary Catholic Church Omro 

St. Mary Catholic Church Winneconne 
Check us out on the web: 

stmarychurches.org 
 

Livestream Masses 
Go to our website and click on Livestream 

  WINN OMRO 

11/28 Sat. 68 — 

11/29 Sun. 72 54 

12/5 Sat. 69 — 

12/6 Sun. 61 53 

12/6 Spanish  30 

MASS ATTENDANCE 

       Now more than ever we need                                          
to SHOP LOCAL! 

What a great way to say thank you to those who           
advertise on the back of our bulletin. It is due to                 
their advertising that we can put out a bulletin                  
each weekend.  
With that we would like to say THANK YOU to a                    
few advertisers who renewed  for another year.  

Compliments of  
Jim & Margaret Potratz 

Parish Members                          

920-420-2501  

MAIN TIRE and                     
            MAINTENANCE 
 
Repair on all Foreign & Domestic Cars         
  1121 E. Main St. Omro WI 54963  

 920-685-5553 

Chris Seaman Carpentry             
Services LLC 

Chris Seaman 
Owner 
carpentryservices3143@gmail.com 
920-312-3058 
3143 Morrow Rd, Omro 




