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St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne 
www.stmarychurches.org 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
December 7, 2025 

Pastoral Coordinator: Deacon Paul Vidmar 
920-379-8068 

Paul.vidmar@stmarychurches.org 
 

Priest Celebrants: 
Fr. Tom Long 

Fr. Ben Pribbenow  
 

Parish Offices  
St. Mary, Omro  

730 Madison Ave, Omro  
920-685-2258 

stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 
 

Office Hours  
M-Th 8-4pm 

Fridays Closed 
 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
210 Pleasant Dr/PO Box 487, Winneconne 

Office: 205 Pleasant Dr. Winneconne 
920-582-7712 

stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
 

Office Hours 
 M-Th 8-5pm;  
Fridays Closed 

 
Liturgy of the Word 

Mon & Wed 7:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday: St. Mary, Winneconne 

3:30pm Confession 
4:00pm Mass 

 
Sunday 

8:30am St. Mary, Omro 
10:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

 
Reconciliation 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm 
St. Mary, Winneconne 

2nd & 4th Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm  
St. Mary, Omro 

 
Sacraments/Membership 

To arrange for Baptisms, Weddings or to join 
the parish please call the office.  

 

Welcome to our parishes. 

 

 

 

Monday, December 8 
 Mass Times 

 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
7:30 am 

St. Mary, Omro 
6:00 pm   

 

Oshkosh Churches 
7:15am St. Raphael 
7:30am St. Jude (Sacred Heart) 
7:30am Most Blessed Sacrament (St. Peter) 
12:10pm Most Blessed Sacrament (St. Peter) 
6:00pm St. Raphael 
6:30pm Most Blessed Sacrament (St. Mary) 
6:30pm St. Jude (Sacred Heart)  
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PASTORAL PONDERINGS 

                     Weekend of December 13 & 14 at St. Mary Omro & Winneconne                  
 
The Knights of Columbus are having their annual December Bake Sale after all Masses. Stop by and select 
from some of their goodies. 
Car Wash Fundraiser 
The Knights of Columbus will be selling Kwik Trip ULTIMATE & STANDARD Car Wash cards at all Masses. 
Each 5-count ULTIMATE Car Wash card can be purchased for $35, and 5-count STANDARD Car Wash card 
can be purchased for $25, and used at any Kwik Trip location that has a car wash. A check made out to                
“K of C Council 8810” or cash in the exact amount is appreciated. Note: change in $ for cards. 
 Thank you for your support of our Omro and Winneconne Knights of Columbus! 

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) is             
the structured process by which adults move from 
initial inquiry into full communion with the Catholic 
Church through stages and liturgical rites such as 
the Rite of Acceptance, Rite of Welcoming, Rite of 
Election, and ultimately receiving the sacraments of 
initiation at Easter. The Rite of Welcoming, often 
combined with the Rite of Acceptance, is one of its 
first public steps, which many parishes place near 
the beginning of Advent because of the season’s 
themes of waiting and conversion, and because it     
is the beginning a new liturgical year. Advent does 
not require this rite, but the symbolism of beginning 
another level of conversion as the Church begins a 
new year makes perfect sense. 
 
The Rite of Acceptance is for the unbaptized known 
as inquirers and signifies a change in identity as 
“inquirers” become “catechumens” officially        
recognized as members of the Church community. 
The Rite of Welcoming is for those baptized in                
a different Christian Denomination or adults               
already baptized in the Catholic Church but have 
not completed the other sacraments of initiation. 
The baptized are known as “candidates” and 
through the Rite of Welcoming, the candidates are 
formally introduced to the parish community. These 
rites emphasize both the intent of the inquirers and 
candidates to continue formation and conversion 
and the community’s commitment to support them.  
 
A couple weekends ago we warmly welcomed                    
Miranda Peach, a candidate who wishes to  
continue on the path to full communion in the               
Catholic Church and who appreciates our prayers 
and support for her. As Miranda continues this  
journey of faith intentionally and with fervor, may  
we who have been in the Catholic Church for a  
long time, be inspired to enter more deeply into this 
season of Advent and into learning more about and 
practicing our Catholic faith more fully.  
 
 

The following will help us get to know and pray 
more intentionally for Miranda: 
 
1. Who is your Patron Saint? Mary Magdalene 
 
 
2. What led you to OCIA?  

After feeling a Divine Presence my entire 
life, it is Our Mother Mary that truly led  
me to where I am. I decided to join OCIA 
because of the pull I felt from not just the 
trinity, but from Mary showing herself to me 
through the actions and words of others. 
Our Blessed Mother has graciously widened 
my perspective and led me home to her 
Son. 
 

3. What are you most excited about as you                   
complete your full initiation into the Catholic Church?  

I am most excited to give back to Jesus. I 
have always felt His presence, but as I 
deepen my faith, I feel Him with me more 
than ever.  
 

4. What is your favorite Bible verse?  
 1 Corinthians 16:14: “Your every act should   
            be done with love.” 
  
When you see Miranda at Mass, please consider 
taking a moment to introduce yourself and let her 
know she is in your prayers. If you would like to 
learn more about OCIA, please contact me.  
 
In Christ through Mary, 
Rose Unser—Pastoral Associate 
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Men’s Group Meeting 
Saturday, December 20, 7:00-8:00 am 

All men from St. Mary, Omro and Winneconne               
are welcome. The December 20 meeting is in            

Omro. We will review the upcoming Sunday gospel 
reading and have a discussion.                                                

Feel free to just drop in; no RSVP needed.   

SAINT OF THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 
St. John of the Cross 

Pick up your Saint of the Month 
calendar in church entrances to 
learn more about this Saint. 
Click on the link below to learn 
the full history and works of St. 
John of the Cross. 

Adult Faith Formation - ST. MARY 
CHURCHES  

Christmas Eve Choir 
St. Mary Winneconne at 4:00 pm Mass 

St. Mary Omro at 6:00 pm Mass  
Joint practices scheduled: 
Sunday, December 14 in Winneconne after the 
10:30 am Mass 
Sunday, December 21 in Omro after the 8:30 am 
Mass 
Ron Hayes will be the accompanist for both Masses. 
There are 2 separate choirs, one for Omro and one 
for Winneconne. You will not be singing for both 
churches. Please plan on singing traditional carols 
before Mass. If interested, call the Omro or              
Winneconne parish offices.  

Winneconne: 920-582-7712 or Omro: 920-685-2258 

December Corporal Works of Mercy 

Father Carr’s Christmas for Kids 
Mother Teresa Center 

1062 N Koeller St., Oshkosh 
Partake in this life giving experience as you celebrate 

this beautiful season with children in our               
communities. 

Friday, December 12 (morning): 
Volunteers needed for set up  
Saturday, December 13, 8:00 am—
12:30 pm: Volunteers needed for 
the party    

Use the QR code to sign up! 

Christmas Environment/                   
Decorations Donation 

Name___________________________________ 

In Memory Of:  

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

Amount $________   St. Mary Winneconne or Omro 

   ElderGrace Advent & Christmas Season 2025 
The Advent and Christmas Season issue of    
ElderGrace has been mailed to all who have     
requested to be on the ElderGrace mailing list.   
If you expected to receive one and didn’t, please 
call or stop in either parish office for a copy. 

    FYI-For this winter                                    
            REMEMBER                                             

     No school = no faith formation classes. 
No after school events = no faith formation                

                        classes. 
ALL CHURCH EVENTS ARE CANCELLED IF SCHOOL 
OR AFTER SCHOOL EVENTS ARE CANCELLED! 

https://www.stmarychurches.org/adult-faith-formation.html
https://www.stmarychurches.org/adult-faith-formation.html
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WINNECONNE NEWS 

 

St. Mary, Winneconne Calendar 

Mon. Dec. 8    7:30am Mass w/Cup 
              4:30pm Christian Kindness Crew Mtg 
Tues. Dec. 9    9:30am Staff Meeting (Omro) 
     7:00pm KC Meeting 
Wed. Dec. 10  7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
     3:05pm FF Elementary 
Thurs. Dec. 11  2:00pm Rosary 
     6:00pm Ladies Night Out 
Sat. Dec. 13  3:30pm Confession 
     4:00pm Mass  
Sun. Dec. 14  10:30am Mass 
     11:30am Choir Practice  
 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
*LOW: Liturgy of the Word 

Religious Retirement Collection 
KC Bake Sale/Car Wash Gift Cards 

Fr. Carr’s Non-Perishable Food Collection 

Fr. Carr’s Place 2B Food Collection Items needed: 

applesauce hamburger helper jelly/jam                    
cumin  canned meat/tuna coffee 
cinnamon chunky/progresso soup chili powder 
canned chili spaghetti/sauce  garlic powder  
canned fruit flavored oatmeal peanut butter 
salt & pepper breakfast cereal  onion powder 
Chef Boyardee granola/snack bars  
cleaning supplies     feminine Hygiene products 
                                baby/toddler diapers, all sizes   
 
    THANK YOU!!! 

For the family and friends of                      
 

Sally Peterson 

 
Sally was called home to our loving                                                 

             Father in Heaven. May Jesus’            
      words console you,        
     strengthen you, and                  
      fill you with peace.  

 Faith Formation Classes Dec 10 
3:05 Elementary Classes 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Winneconne   
Given Week ending 12/01/2025               
Envelopes   $1,690.00  
Loose cash   $  327.00  
Online & ACH Giving  $2,077.00  
Total                    $4,094.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:   $6,464.00 
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the 
firstfruits of all your crops. Proverbs 3:10  

                            The Giving Tree is up in the                  
    Main Entrance! 
        If you took a tag or two we 
        ask that you return the gifts 
       wrapped by Tuesday, Dec. 9.  
                             Thank you for helping to bring  
   a smile to a child this season.   

Head for vacuum    $80.00 
Magnetic dry erase board   $40.00 

Please note that we WILL NOT 

have calendars this year. Kelly 

Angell sold his business and he 

donated them each year.  

Check out the Rack in the Main Entrance!! 
Sponsorship Opportunities 

 
Please take a moment to look at the sponsorship  
display in the main entrance of church. 
To meet the 25-26 budget, we are asking you to 
prayerfully consider sponsoring an item (or two) 
from the display. These supplementary budget items 
range from $10 - $100. Take a card and envelope 
from the display and return them in the Sunday    
collection or the parish office. 
There will be new opportunities added each week 
during Advent.     
                                                                                       
           Thanks in advance for your generosity!!! 

Lord Jesus, 
In this week of peace, calm our hearts and guide 
our steps. Fill us with Your presence so we may 
share Your peace with others.  Amen.  
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OMRO NEWS 
FAITH FORMATION St. Mary, Omro Calendar 

Mon.  Dec. 8     6:00 pm Mass with Cup 
Tues.  Dec. 9     9:30am-Noon OFFICE CLOSED  
       for Staff Meeting  
      7:00pm KC Meeting SMW 
Wed.  Dec. 10   4:30-5:30pm Adoration &  
      Confession 
      5:30pm FF Gr. 1-6 Evening with  
      The Saints       
      6:30pm FF Gr. 7-8 
Thurs. Dec. 11   6:00pm Ladies Night Out SMW 
Sun.   Dec. 14   8:30am Mass 
                       11:30am Choir Practice SMW 

 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Religious Retirement Collection 
KC Bake Sale/Kwik Trip Car Wash Gift Cards 

SMW: St. Mary, Winneconne 

Adoration & Confession 
Wednesday, December 10, 4:30-5:30pm 

All are welcome. 

Wednesday, December 10 
Grades 1-6: Evening with the Saints 

Grades 7-8: 6:30 pm 

St. Mary Omro Giving Tree 
Thank you to everyone who took a gift tag and 
thank you if you already returned your beautifully-
wrapped gift! There are still a few gift tags on the 
Giving Tree in Marian Hall. Please wrap your gift and 
attach the tag.  
Place your wrapped gifts under the tree or bring to 

the parish office by  Monday, December 15.   
 

Wednesday, December 10 
   An Evening with 

 
 
 
Discovering Holiness in Ordinary    

People...discover how ordinary people 
became extraordinary through         

God’s love!  
Families in grades 1-6 join us for an evening of 
fun and faith! 

Dinner @ 5:30  
**To help us plan for this event, please RSVP to  

Heidi Seaman ** 

“MAP IT OUT”                  

to Nashville, TN! 

“Be The Light”        
mission trip           

fundraiser! Help our 
youth reach their 

destination! Located 
in Marian Hall. 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Omro      
Given Week ending 12/01/2025               
Envelopes    $   580.00  
Loose cash    $   217.00  
Online & ACH Giving   $   950.00  
Total     $1,747.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:       $4,044.00                
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits 
of all your crops.   Proverbs 3:10  

St. Mary Omro Wish List 
*Office Desk Chair, Ergonomic Computer Chair 
$135 
*Shark AZ2002 Vertex Powered Lift-Away         

Upright Vacuum $400  

Christmas Decorating Help Needed 
We will be decorating the church and Marian Hall 
for Christmas on Monday, December 22, starting 
at 10:00 am. Please call or email Cammy in the 
Parish Office if you are available to help. Any 
amount of time is appreciated! 

 

Thank you to all who donated items 
for the Blessing Bags!  

These bags contain basic necessities that will help 
make someone’s day a little brighter.  

Please take a bag from Marian Hall to 
place in your vehicle. As you travel, simply 
pass it along to someone in need.  

Be someone’s answer to prayer today. 
“As we have opportunity, let us do good to  

everyone.” — Galatians 6:10  
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Readings for the Week of December 7  
Monday: Gn 3:9-15,20/Eph 1:3-6,11-12 
  Lk 1:26-38 

The Immaculate Conception of the                     
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Zec 2:14-17/Lk 1:26-38 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4,9-11/Mt 17:9a,10-13 

Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a,10/Jas 5:7-10 
  Mt 11:2-11 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Gaudate Sunday 

If you would like to donate items for the 
Christmas stockings but are unable to attend 
the Ladies Night Out event, please drop off 
items at the parish offices in Winneconne or 
Omro by December 9.  Thank you.  

 

 

Check our Giving Levels!! 
How long has it been since you have adjusted 
your giving levels to the parish and other              
charities? Now may be a good time to pray 
about levels of generosity. Giving the same level 
over a period of years results in giving less.  

Ex. $20 in 2015 is NOW worth $15 in 2025. 
You can scan the QR code to take you to our    
individual parish page. It is all set to go to             
Sunday collection or use the drop box to put it 
where you desire.  
St. Mary, Winneconne    St. Mary, Omro 

QR Code                QR Code    

Both Parishes! Church support    
envelopes for 2025 need to be 
postmarked by December 31 to go 
on this year’s giving statement. 

With the offices closed after Christmas, please 
mail your envelopes or place them in the          
collection basket. Offices will be closed starting 
on December 24, 2025 and will reopen on         
January 5, 2026.  Thank you. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve: 
St. Mary, Winneconne  4:00pm 
St. Mary, Omro    6:00pm 
Christmas Day: 
St. Mary, Omro  8:30am 
St. Mary, Winneconne 10:30am 
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Deadline for the Bulletin 
NOON on Tuesday 

E-mail bulletin announcements to: 
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org 

Cammy Miller: cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Winneconne 

      December 21, 10:30 am Mass 
     Omro 

         CLOW will return in April 2026 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
Parish Office: 920-582-7712 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday  
             8:00am--5:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Sue Kuhn 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Patty Volp                     
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson         
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                          
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

St. Mary, Omro 
Parish Office: 920-685-2258 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 
             8:00am-4:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Cammy Miller 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Janet Wegner 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Patty Volp                       
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson                       
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                                   
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SATURDAY:  December 13 
4:00pm (SMW) Gene & Connie Ertmer      
  
SUNDAY:  December 14 
 8:30am (SMO) Glen & Ruth Waters 
10:30am (SMW) Robert Botello 

Altar Servers 
4:00pm  (SMW)   Katrina Clerkin, Volunteer 
8:30am (SMO)     2 Volunteers 
10:30am (SMW)   2 Volunteers 
 

Lectors 
4:00pm  (SMW)   Mike Jordan, Judy Reetz 
8:30am  (SMO)    Volunteer 
10:30am (SMW)   Vicky Holt, Tom Snider  

 

Ushers 
4:00pm  (SMW)   Kathy Hartzheim, Dennis Bahrke          
      2 Volunteers   
8:30am  (SMO)   Cindy & Macy Morse,                                  
      Michael Glodowski 
10:30am (SMW)  Emma & Jerry Cegelski,                                     
      Peggy Benjamin, Volunteer 
 

Sacristans 
4:00pm  (SMW)  Volunteer 
8:30am (SMO)    Jen Wellhoefer 
10:30am (SMW)  Volunteer 
 

Communion Ministers  
4:00pm  (SMW)   Mike Jordan, Judy Reetz  
10:30am (SMW)  Vicky Holt, Sue Vanden Boogard 
                       

Greeters 
4:00pm  (SMW)   Donna Stratton, 2 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMO)     Matt & Weston Morse, Blake Stachura 
10:30am (SMW)   Chelsy Cegelski, 2 Volunteers 
   

Intercessory Prayers 
10:30am (SMW)    Darlene Scheidegger, Volunteer 
 

Musicians 
4:00pm  (SMW)  Chrissy Volpe, Gail Breu 
8:30am (SMO)    Ted Kreuzer  
10:30am (SMW)  Chrissy Volpe, Julie Mueller, Bonnie Plummer                                

 

SHARE IN THE CARE Diocese Retirement Collection 
Next weekend, our parish will take part in the        
Diocese Retirement Collection—SHARE IN THE CARE, 
a heartfelt opportunity to support those who have 
spent their lives serving God and our communities.  
This special collection benefits two groups: The      
National Retirement Fund for Religious and the      
Diocesan Priests Retirement Fund. These faithful 
servants have given so much. Now it’s our turn to 
give back. You may choose to support one or both 
funds using the attached envelope. Let’s come       
together in gratitude and generosity to ensure they 
receive the care and dignity they deserve. 
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