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St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne 
www.stmarychurches.org 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 15, 2026 

Pastoral Coordinator: Deacon Paul Vidmar 
920-379-8068 

Paul.vidmar@stmarychurches.org 
 

Priest Celebrants: 
Fr. Tom Long 

Fr. Ben Pribbenow  
 

Parish Offices  
St. Mary, Omro  

730 Madison Ave, Omro  
920-685-2258 

stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 
 

Office Hours  
M-Th 8-4pm 

Fridays Closed 
 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
210 Pleasant Dr/PO Box 487, Winneconne 

Office: 205 Pleasant Dr. Winneconne 
920-582-7712 

stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
 

Office Hours 
 M-Th 8-5pm;  
Fridays Closed 

 
Liturgy of the Word 

Mon & Wed 7:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday: St. Mary, Winneconne 

3:30pm Confession 
4:00pm Mass 

 
Sunday 

8:30am St. Mary, Omro 
10:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

 
Reconciliation 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm 
St. Mary, Winneconne 

2nd & 4th Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm  
St. Mary, Omro 

 
Sacraments/Membership 

To arrange for Baptisms, Weddings or to join 
the parish please call the office.  

 

Welcome to our parishes. 

 

7:30am  LOW* Communion/Ashes 
  Winneconne 
4:30pm  Mass Winneconne 
6:00pm  Mass Omro 
*LOW: Liturgy of the Word 

SILENCE PLEASE 

Please enter church in silence. We will have   
Adoration 20 minutes before Mass, starting 
Ash Wednesday and all Sundays in Lent.  

St. Mary, Winneconne Stations 
M & W after LOW 

Thursdays at 2:00 pm 
 

St. Mary, Omro Stations 
 Mondays at 6:00 pm 
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PASTORAL PONDERINGS 

Detailed information can be 
found in the flyer available 
at both churches or by    
calling  either parish office. 
920-582-7712 Winneconne 
or 920-685-2258 Omro.          
You can also use                                           
the QR code                                                      
to sign up. 

A parish is more than a building of stone—         

it is meant to be a home built of living stones. 

Through Baptism, we are not merely names 

on a parish roster. We become sons and 

daughters of the Father and brothers and            

sisters in Christ. For that reason, a parish  

must be more than a place we go; it must         

become a family to which we truly belong. 

Consider the image of a garden. A garden  

cannot flourish if every plant is kept in its  

own pot, carefully separated from the others. 

Growth happens in shared soil, under the 

same sun, tended by the same gardener. In 

the same way, God has planted each of us            

in this parish community. We receive the 

same Eucharistic nourishment, hear the           

same Word, and are cared for by the same  

Divine Gardener. But for real growth to           

occur, our roots must intertwine. 

Holiness is never a solitary project. We grow 

in patience as we bear with one another’s 

weaknesses. We grow in charity as we meet 

real needs. And we grow in mercy as we learn 

to forgive. When we take time to know each 

other’s stories, struggles, and gifts, we create 

the conditions where goodness and love can 

take root and flourish. 

A parish family prays together, supports one 

another in suffering, celebrates joys, and gently 

calls each other higher. When we genuinely 

know and love one another, we help each 

other on the journey to heaven—which is the 

true purpose of our life together in Jesus 

Christ. 

We all have an opportunity to continue      

growing as a parish family through the            

upcoming Discipleship Small Group                            

experience that begins Tuesday, February 

24th. This is a wonderful way to deepen              

our relationships and strengthen our faith. 

You can learn more or register by calling the 

parish office, picking up a brochure at the 

back of church, visiting our Facebook page, or 

signing up through our website. I hope to see 

you there. 

God bless you and your family. 

Deacon Paul Vidmar 

Each session includes a shared meal, prayer, video, and small-
group discussion led by trained facilitators.  
 
We will begin with the Kickoff Session on Tuesday, February 24, 
at 5:30 pm in Kaudy Hall. The February 24 session includes a meal, 
viewing, and discussion on Episode 1 of The Search.    
 
 Follow up sessions are Tuesdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24, April 7 & 14: 
 
1:30-3:00pm, St. Mary Winneconne–savory snacks will be served 
5:30-7:00pm, St. Mary Omro-dinner will be served 
5:30-7:00pm, St. Mary Winneconne-dinner will be served 
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Men’s Group Meeting 
Saturday, February 21 

7:00-8:00 am 
 

All men from St. Mary, Omro 
and Winneconne are           

welcome. The February 21 
meeting is in Omro. We will 

review the upcoming Sunday 
gospel reading and have a    

discussion.                                               
Feel free to just drop in;                  

no RSVP needed.   

PASTORAL PONDERINGS BY LYN 

LENTEN PRAYER PARTNERS 
St. Mary Omro and St. Mary Winneconne 

A Lenten Prayer Partner is an individual with whom you share 
in prayer  during the Lenten season. It is a way to deepen your 
own prayer life while also providing comfort and support to 
others.    

             Here’s how to participate: 
• Stop at the Lenten Prayer Partner table in the main                                              

entrance of church (Winneconne) or in Marian Hall (Omro) and fill out a 
slip. 

• On Ash Wednesday, pick your prayer partner’s name from the basket. 
You will keep your identity secret from your prayer partner. 

• Pray for this person throughout Lent, and then reveal your identity with 
a card or Easter greeting during the Easter season.  

 

Let’s fill our communities with prayer this Lent! 

It’s almost Lent — AGAIN! Somehow this      sea-
son has a way of sneaking up on us. It feels like 
only a few weeks ago that I finally scrubbed off 
the last trace of that 2025 Ash Wednesday 
smudge Deacon Paul traced on off my          
forehead. (Brace yourself — his “thumb of     
repentance” means business.) 
 
So, it is almost Lent…AGAIN! But maybe that 
sense of déjà vu is exactly the point. Lent       
returns every year not to bore us, but to bless 
us. It’s our built‑in “do‑over” season — a holy 
reset button when God gently invites us to look 
at our priorities, clear away the clutter, and 
open ourselves to grace. Lent is full of           
contradictions: penitential joy, quiet renewal, 
solemn hope, all part of holy transformation. 
 
Still, if we’re honest, many of us approach Lent 
the same way every year. We give up the same 
things, say the same prayers, and hope for a 
slightly better outcome. So how do we step out 
of the “Lent on repeat” mindset and enter 
these 40 days with fresh eyes? 
 
Start small — smaller than you think. God      
delights in tiny beginnings: a single daily prayer, 
a moment of silence before the day starts, one 
act of kindness that brightens someone’s    
afternoon. Small steps create space for grace to 
slip in quietly. 

Add something good. Instead of only giving 
something up, consider adding a practice that 
nourishes your spirit — a gratitude list, a short 
Scripture reading, a daily walk where you        
intentionally look for signs of God in the         
ordinary. 
 
Let yourself laugh. Truly. Humor loosens the 
knots in our spirits and helps us see God more 
clearly. Lent is serious, but it’s not somber. A 
light heart can be a doorway to deeper trust. 
Walk these 40 days gently. Some days you’ll 
feel inspired; other days you’ll wonder why you 
ever thought giving up coffee was a good idea.  
 
That’s all part of the pilgrimage. God walks    
every step with you — steady, patient,            
delighted by every effort, no matter how small. 
 
So yes, Lent is almost here… again. But maybe 
“again” is not a sigh — maybe it’s an invitation. 
Another chance. Another opening. Another   
season where God whispers, “Let’s begin 
anew.” 
 
Lyn Zahorik 
Director for Spiritual                  
Engagement 
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WINNECONNE NEWS 

 

St. Mary, Winneconne Calendar 

Mon. Feb. 16   7:30am  LOW* w/Communion 
     9:00am  Environ Change 
    10:00am Students Making Blankets KH 
     6:00pm  Financial Peace KH 
Wed. Feb. 18   7:30am  LOW* w/Comm & Ashes 
     10:30am Highlands LOW* w/Ashes 
     3:05-4:20pm FF Elem Classes 
     4:30pm  Ash Wednesday Mass 
Thurs. Feb. 19   2:00pm  Stations of the Cross 
Sat. Feb. 21   7:00-8:00am Men’s Group SMO 
     3:30pm  Confession 
     4:00pm  Mass  
Sun. Feb. 22  10:30am Mass w/Rite of Sending 

1st Sunday of Lent 
*LOW: Liturgy of the Word 

Draw Lenten Prayer Partners Name 
Nominations Trustee Secretary 

Wednesday February 18 
Elementary Class 3:10-4:20pm  

Please be sure to pick up by 4:20pm so that 
you (and our catechists) can get to Ash 

Wednesday Mass by 4:30pm 

                    With the Lent season closing in… 
         we want to get the word out   

                      
THIS year our FIRST one is FRIDAY Feb. 27th.                   

It will NOT be the Friday right after Ash Wed.                     
Start spreading the dates for this year:                             
 Friday, February 27, March 13 & 27.                            
Time:   4:00pm—6:30pm in Kaudy Hall.  

 

 

Trustee Secretary Nominations 
Nominations for the position of Trustee Secretary will be 
accepted over the next two weekends. 
The Trustee Secretary is elected by parishioners to a 
two‑year term. 
Responsibilities include: 

• Attending approximately five-six Parish Council  
meetings per year 

• Signing checks in the parish office every other week 
If you or someone you know is interested, please fill out a 
nomination slip in the pew next weekend. 
 
For questions, please contact the parish office or speak 
with Deacon Paul. 

February 18 
Elementary Class 3:10-4:20pm                                             
NOTE: Class Ends at 4:20pm  

Ash Wednesday Mass at 4:30pm 
Middle School and High School Classes are 

encouraged to attend Mass with family.  

1 Peter 4:10 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have                      
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms. 
Please use your gifts and volunteer at our fish frys             
on February 27, March 13, and March 27. We really 
appreciate our volunteers; we can't do it without you.   

St. Mary Winneconne: Fish Fry 2-27-26 

St. Mary Winneconne: Fish Fry 3-13-26         

St. Mary Winneconne: Fish Fry 3-27-26  

Wise as Serpents: Navigating the                                   
     Digital World and Fraud Prevention 

 Wednesday, February 25, 2026 
 First Presbyterian Church of Winn.  
 32 S Third Ave. (Fellowship Hall) 
 4:45 PM -5:15 PM - All are welcome  for a 
 free community meal provided by the Session. 
 5:15 PM – 6:30 PM - Presentation by investigators 
 from the Winnebago County Sheriff’s Office. 

Winnebago Presbytery issued an alert identifying 
a “Nationwide Scam Targeting Churches” and 
noted, “Over the past weeks, churches across 
the United States and their members are being 

targeted by a growing scam in which fraudsters send text 
and emails messages impersonating a pastor or church 
leader…” 
Churches in Winneconne also have been targeted as           
described in the alert. As part of the response, The 1st  
Presbyterian Church here in Winneconne coordinated with 
the Winnebago County Sheriff’s Office to provide education 
about digital scams and fraud prevention. They have extended 
this invitation to our fellow faith communities in the          
Winneconne area. We hope you can join us! 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Winneconne   
Given Week ending 2/8/2026     

Envelopes   $2,971.00  
Loose cash  $   514.00  
Online & ACH Giving $1,940.00  
Total    $5,425.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:  $6,464.00  

Those who are generous will be blessed         
Proverbs 22:9   

Help Jesus with His work of educating our  
children, comforting the sick, and helping 
families in need. Our Bishop’s Appeal goal       
this year is $45,651.                                                  

           Please pray about giving to the Bishop’s Appeal.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050545ADAA2AA7F58-54521769-fish#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050545ADAA2AA7F58-61410040-fish#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050545ADAA2AA7F58-61410095-fish#/
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OMRO NEWS 
St. Mary, Omro Calendar 

Mon.  Feb. 16  Noon-3:30pm Extended Watch of 
   The Chosen (Triple Room)  
     6:00-8:00pm Financial Peace  
       (SMW-Kaudy Hall) 
Wed.  Feb. 18  4:30pm FF Grades 1-6 
     6:00pm Ash Wednesday Mass 
   (MS & HS Attend Mass) 
Sat. Feb. 21  7:00-8:00am Men’s Group Meeting 
Sun.  Feb. 22  8:30am Mass  

1st Sunday of Lent 
SMW-St. Mary Winneconne 

Draw Lenten Prayer Partners Name 
Nominations Trustee Treasurer 

“BE THE LIGHT”  
YOUTH MISSION TRIP NEWS! 

Proceeds of all Youth Mission Trip     
fundraising events go directly to support 

the Youth Mission Trip to Nashville      
this June!  

PIZZA SALE 
Order deadline is February 18 

All pizzas are 14” 
Cheese $12.00 
Sausage $14.00 
Pepperoni $14.00 
Sausage & Pepperoni $16.00 

 Pizza orders can be placed in Marian Hall after 
Mass on February 15. Orders can also be placed 

in the Parish Office during office hours.  
Make any checks payable to St. Mary Omro. 
Pizzas will be available after February 28. 

HOLY COW...It’s a Beef Raffle! 
Donated by Egan Family Dairy, Inc. 
John & Sheri Egan, Ed & Kyra Egan 

Quarter of a beef (approximately 300 lbs of 
homegrown beef) - valued at $1,000! 

(Winner is responsible for processing fees of  
approximately $300; see details on ticket) 

TICKETS: $10.00 each 
DRAWING: Sunday, March 15 

(need not be present to win) 
Tickets will be available for purchase 

after Mass in Marian Hall and at BOTH 
parish office during office hours. 

Wednesday, February 18 
4:30 pm: Grades 1-6 Class 
6:00 pm: Middle School & High School 
       Ash Wednesday Mass  

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Omro 
Given Week ending 2/8/2026     

Envelopes  $2,630.00  
Loose cash  $   214.00  
Online & ACH Giving $1,017.00  
Total     $3,861.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:   $4,044.00                
Those who are generous will be blessed. Proverbs 22:9    

St. Mary Omro Parish Council Presents: 
SOUP FOR SOUL: BATTLE OF THE BOWLS! 

Sunday, March 15, Noon-1:30 pm 
Contestant registration opens 

February 22. 
Save the date and stay tuned...more     

information will be in next weekend’s   
bulletin! 

Please note: this event will replace Bingo this year. 

Be the Light 
This year, our Bishop’s Appeal 
goal is $19,395. We invite you 
to prayerfully reflect on how 
you can support this year’s  
Appeal. 

Nominations for Trustee Treasurer 
St. Mary Omro will begin taking nomination for Trustee 
Treasurer the next two weekends, February 22 and 
March 1. The Trustee Treasurer is elected by                 
parishioners to a two year term.  Responsibilities include 
attending  the Finance Council  meetings (approx. 5-6 
per year) and signing checks in the parish office every 
other week. If you or someone you know is interested, 
please fill out a nomination slip in the pew next  
weekend. For questions, please contact the parish office 
or speak with Deacon Paul. 
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Readings for the Week of February 16  
Monday: Jas 1:1-11/Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18/Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20-6:2/                     
  Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Ash Wednesday   
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32 
Sunday: Gn 2:7-9,3:1-7/Rom 5:12-19/               
  Mt 4:1-11 

1st Sunday of Lent 

Ministry Opportunity! 
St. Mary Omro and St. Mary Winneconne are 
seeking a dedicated and faith-filled Adult Faith 
Formation Coordinator to join our team. 
 
This role includes developing and coordinating 
adult formation programs, as well as providing 
catechetical leadership in collaboration with our 
clergy and volunteers. Ideal candidates will have 
a strong foundation in the Catholic faith, proven 
leadership skills, and a passion for evangelization 
and parish outreach. 
 
For more information, please contact either    
parish office: 
• St. Mary Omro: 920-685-2258 
• St. Mary Winneconne: 920-582-7712 

Ash Wednesday Mass 
     Mass Intentions: 
4:30pm (SMW)  Our Parishioners                                     
6:00pm (SMO)   Our Parishioners 

Altar Servers 
4:30pm (SMW)  Tim Johnson, Volunteer 
6:00pm (SMO)   2 Volunteers 

Lectors 
4:30pm (SMW)  Kelly Diker, Pat Samolinski 
6:00pm (SMO)   Janet Wegner   
   Ushers 
4:30pm (SMW)  4 Volunteers 
6:00pm (SMO)   Mary Jo Hinderman   

Sacristans 
4:30pm (SMW)  Brenda McCarty-Kubasta      
6:00pm (SMO)  Janet Wegner     

Communion Ministers  
4:30pm (SMW)  Monica Lapin, Tracey Losse 

Ashes 
4:30pm (SMW)  Pat Samolinski, Andy Krueger 
6:00pm (SMO)   Fr. Ben, Deacon Paul  

Greeters 
4:30pm (SMW)  Kathy Meinen, Tanya Michalski, 
     Volunteer 
6:00pm (SMO)   Mary Jo Hinderman    

Musicians 
4:30pm (SMW)  Chrissy Volpe  
6:00pm (SMO)   Ron Hayes, Amy Karn  

Ash Wednesday LOW w/Communion & Ashes 
7:30am (SMW) 

Lectors: Pat Samolinski, Patty Volp 
Ushers: 2 Volunteers 
Sacristan: Rose Unser 
Communion: Deacon Paul, Rose Unser 
Ashes: Deacon Paul, Rose Unser 
Greeters: 3 Volunteers 
Musician: Ted Kreuzer 
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Deadline for the Bulletin 
NOON on Tuesday 

E-mail bulletin announcements to: 
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org 

Cammy Miller: cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Winneconne 

      Feb.15 & Mar. 1 & 15, 10:30am Mass 
     Omro 

         CLOW will return in April 2026 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
Parish Office: 920-582-7712 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday  
             8:00am-5:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Sue Kuhn 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Patty Volp                     
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson         
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                          
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

St. Mary, Omro 
Parish Office: 920-685-2258 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 
             8:00am-4:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Cammy Miller 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Janet Wegner 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Patty Volp                       
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson                       
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                                   
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SATURDAY:  February 21 
4:00pm (SMW) Francis Crowley       
  
SUNDAY:  February 22 
 8:30am (SMO) Walter & Lillian Bednarek 
10:30am (SMW) Pete Kasuboski   

Altar Servers 
4:00pm  (SMW)    2 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMO)      2 Volunteers 
10:30am (SMW)   2 Volunteers 
 

Lectors 
4:00pm  (SMW)     Tracey Losse, Volunteer 
8:30am  (SMO)     Kathy Hayes 
10:30am (SMW)    Dave Voss, Connie Kostichka 

 

Ushers 
4:00pm  (SMW)     4 Volunteers 
8:30am  (SMO)      Mona Freund, Volunteer 
10:30am (SMW)     4 Volunteers 
 

Sacristans 
4:00pm  (SMW)      Brenda McCarty-Kubasta      
8:30am (SMO)        Volunteer 
10:30am (SMW)      Volunteer 
 

Communion Ministers  
4:00pm  (SMW)     Mike & Tracey Losse 
10:30am (SMW)     Connie Kostichka, Volunteer 
  

Greeters 
4:00pm  (SMW)    Kathy Meinen, 2 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMO)      Ron & Lawanda Jungwirth 
10:30am (SMW)    3 Volunteers 
   

Intercessory Prayers 
10:30am (SMW)    Connie Kostichka, Kelly Diker 
 

Musicians 
4:00pm  (SMW) Ted Kreuzer  
8:30am (SMO)   Ron Hayes, Rose Luebke  
10:30am (SMW) Ted Kreuzer  

 

   Donate Online Today!! 

                                     St. Mary Winneconne & Omro 
             are set up to take donations  
             online!  
     

   Go to the website: 
   Stmarychurches.org and click 
   on the donation tab for                
   Winneconne or Omro.  
   Or use the QR codes below: 

St. Mary, Winneconne    St. Mary, Omro 

QR Code                               QR Code    
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