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St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne 
www.stmarychurches.org 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 12, 2026 
 

Priest Celebrants: 
Fr. Tom Long 

Fr. Nathan Budde 
 

Parish Offices  
St. Mary, Omro  

730 Madison Ave, Omro  
920-685-2258 

stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 
 

Office Hours  
M-Th 8:00-4:00pm 

Fridays Closed 
 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
210 Pleasant Dr/PO Box 487, Winneconne 

Office: 205 Pleasant Dr. Winneconne 
920-582-7712 

stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
 

Summer Office Hours 
 M & W 8:00-5:00pm 
 T & Th 8:00-Noon 

Fridays Closed 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
Mon & Wed 7:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday: St. Mary, Omro 
3:30pm Confession 

4:00pm Mass 
 

Sunday 
8:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

10:30am St. Mary, Omro 
 

Reconciliation 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
2nd & 4th Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm  

St. Mary, Omro 
 

Sacraments/Membership 
To arrange for Baptisms, Weddings or to join 

the parish please call the office.  
 

Donate Online Today!! 
Go to the website: 

Stmarychurches.org and click on the donation 
tab for Winneconne or Omro or use the QR code 

 
St. Mary, Winneconne    St. Mary, Omro 
QR Code          QR Code 

Welcome to our parishes. 

…………..."Hear then the parable of the sower. 
The seed sown on the path is the one 
who hears the word of the kingdom without                                    
understanding it, 
and the evil one comes and steals away 
what was sown in his heart. 
 

The seed sown on rocky ground 
is the one who hears the word and receives it at once  
with joy.  
But he has no root and lasts only for a time.  
When some tribulation or persecution comes because of 
the word, he immediately falls away.  
 

The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the 
word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches 
choke the word and it bears no fruit.  
 

But the seed sown on rich soil 
is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or 
thirtyfold."  
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Winneconne 

PASTORAL PONDERINGS 
The Prayer We Forget to Hear 

With Deacon Paul’s retirement, I will, for the  
time being, be writing for Pastoral             
Ponderings more often. I am going to use 
this opportunity to write a series on the 
prayer in the Mass that most of us know by 
heart—and yet hardly hear at all. 
 

We kneel. The bells may ring. The priest’s 
voice lowers or sometimes fades into the   
familiar cadence of words we’ve heard since 
childhood. Our minds drift: to lunch, to the 
week ahead, to the quiet hum of ordinary 
life. And yet, at that very moment—when 
our attention often slips away—we stand at 
the center of everything. The Eucharistic 
Prayer is not simply part of the Mass. It is   
its heart.  
 

Many Catholics are deeply attentive during 
the readings, the homily, or even the sign    
of peace. But the Eucharistic Prayer can         
become the most paradoxical part of the    
liturgy: the most sacred, yet the most easily 
overlooked. Why? Part of the answer lies in 
familiarity. Its phrases repeat. Its rhythm is 
steady. Over time, what is constant can     
become invisible. 
 

But there is something deeper as well. The           
Eucharistic Prayer is not designed to           
entertain or even to explain. It is meant to 
draw us into mystery—to carry us           
somewhere beyond our ordinary awareness.  
 

The Church herself describes this moment as 
the center of the entire celebration, where 
the priest, speaking for all, offers the          
sacrifice of Christ to the Father and gathers 
the lives of the faithful into that offering.  
This is not narration. It is action. Something 
is happening. And so perhaps the problem is 
not that the prayer lacks beauty—but that 
we have forgotten how to listen for it. 

At its core, the Eucharistic Prayer is an                          
act of thanksgiving, transformation, and               
remembrance—but not in the way we    
commonly use those words. It is           
thanksgiving not just for personal blessings, 
but for the entire work of salvation—from 
creation to redemption. It is transformation, 
where bread and wine become the Body and 
Blood of Christ through the words of Christ 
and the invocation of the Spirit. And it             
is remembrance, not as recalling a past 
event, but as making that event present—
bringing us mystically to the Last Supper, the 
Cross, and the Resurrection.  
 
In other words, the Eucharistic Prayer        
compresses eternity into a few minutes. 
Please follow me through the summer 
months as we tap into particular lines of the 
Eucharistic Prayer building on the themes of 
called, gathered, touched, received and   
eternal.  
 
Let us feel in our bones where heaven 
breaks into earth, and where our ordinary 
lives—our worries, our gratitude, our    
struggles—are lifted into something divine.  
 
Lyn Zahorik 
Director for Spiritual Engagement 
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PASTORAL TRANSITIONS 

We are blessed that Fr. Tom Long will continue as Priest Celebrant at St. Mary, Omro and        
St. Mary, Winneconne throughout the summer. Fr. Nathan Budde will also serve as Priest        
Celebrant throughout the summer.  

 
Fr. Budde was ordained a priest by the Diocese of Green Bay in May of this 
year and is the Parochial Vicar (Associate Pastor) at St. Raphael Church in 
Oshkosh. Alongside his appointment at St. Raphael, Fr. Budde serves as      
Chaplain at Lourdes Academy and Priest Celebrant at St. Jude Parish in       
Oshkosh. 
 

We are grateful for the ministry and presence of these priests in our parish communities. 
Please extend a warm welcome to Fr. Budde and keep him in your prayers. May his time with 
us be filled with meaningful ministry, spiritual growth, and the warm hospitality that makes 
St. Mary, Omro and St. Mary, Winneconne such special places of faith and fellowship. 

New Priest Appointment 
Fr. Erwin Obias 

 
Bishop Ricken has appointed a 
priest for our parishes. 
 
Father Erwin Obias has been       
appointed Administrator of          
St. Mary Parish, Winneconne and 
St. Mary Parish, Omro, effective     
September 1. 
 
Father Erwin Obias is 44 years 
old. He was ordained a priest for 
the Archdiocese of Caceres in the          
Philippines on June 10, 2010.  His 
last assignment prior to coming to 
the Diocese of Green Bay was as a 
Parish Priest of St. Therese of        
Lisieux Parish in Iriga City, the    
Philippines.   
 
We look forward to welcoming    
Father Erwin to our parishes when 
he arrives here on September 1.  
 
He has arrived in the Diocese and 
will be celebrating Masses at St. 
Mary in Greenville while preparing 
to join us in September. 

Help Us Welcome Fr. Erwin! 
Introduce Your Family 

 
As we welcome Fr. Erwin to our parish communities, 
we would like to help him get to know the wonderful 
people and families who make our parishes so special. 
 
We invite each household to write a brief letter (no 
more than one page) or a card, introducing         
yourselves. You may wish to share things such as: 
 

• Names of family members 

• How long you have been part of the parish 

• Occupations, hobbies, or interests 

• Ministries or parish activities in which you        
 participate 

• What you love most about our parish 

• Anything else you would like Fr. Erwin to know  
 about you and your family 
 
We also encourage you to include a recent family 
photo to help Fr. Erwin put faces with names as he 
begins his ministry among us. 
 

Our hope is that these introductions will help Fr. Erwin 
become acquainted with our parish families and 
begin building meaningful connections with each of 
us. 
 

Please submit your letter and photo no later than 
August 2. Boxes are available in both churches. 
 
We look forward to this exciting new chapter in our 
parish communities! 
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WINNECONNE NEWS 

 

St. Mary, Winneconne Calendar 

Mon. July 13    7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
Tues. July 14    6:30pm KC Meeting in Omro 
Wed. July 15    7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
       Noon Rosary at St. Thomas  
                     Chapel 
       4:30-5:30pm Adoration &  
                 Confession 
Thurs. July 16    2:00pm Rosary     
Sun. July 19    8:30am Mass w/KC Ministers 

    
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 *LOW: Liturgy of the Word 
Jump on the Bishop’s Appeal Wagon!! 

We are over 80% there!!! 

Appeal goal this year which is $45,651. We have 
collected 37,278.61 (81.66%), towards our goal.  
We are short by $8,372.00. Pray how you can give 
back to the Lord. Thank you to those who have         
donated! 

Adoration & Confession 
In Winneconne  

Wednesday, July 15 
4:30—5:30 pm 

ROSARY AT  
ST. THOMAS CHAPEL 

Will be held at St. Thomas Chapel, 5753 Church 
Road, Omro at NOON on the following 
Wednesdays: 
 This Wednesday —July 15 
 August 19  
 September 16 
Bring your own lawn chair & rosary.   

New office hours for St. Mary Winneconne                 
The office will be open                              

Mon & Wed. 8:00am-5:00pm,                                          
Tues & Thurs. 8:00am-Noon                                                          

through August 21.  

Still time to be part of the tree. Anyone who donates 
$500-$4,999 name will be displayed on donor sign, 
$5,000-$9,999 displayed on green leaf 
$10,000-$19,999 displayed on maroon leaf 
$20,000-$39,999 displayed on blue leaf 
$40,000-$59,999 displayed on orange leaf 
$60,000-$74,999 displayed on yellow leaf  
$75,000-$99,999 displayed on tan leaf                                      
$100,000 & up will get a plaque on the trunk.                                 
See Pat in the office if you would like more information. 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to all who donated non-perishable food 
items for Fr. Carrs Place 2B. Your donations provide 
food for the weekly food pantry and they help to  
feed the residents who are staying at                Fr. 
Carrs while they get back on their feet. 

Church is open to pray in when the office is 

open. Please enter through the school side or 

parish entrance side in the parking lot.  
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OMRO NEWS 
St. Mary, Omro Calendar 

Tues.  July 14  6:30pm Knights of Columbus 
   Meeting (Dining Hall) 
Wed. July 15  Noon Rosary at St. Thomas 
   Chapel 
Sat. July 18  3:30pm Confession 
    4:00pm Mass      
Sun.  July 19  10:30am Mass  
  

  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Bishop’s Appeal 2026 
Thank you to everyone who has     
contributed to the 2026 Bishop’s    
Appeal. $14,266 (74%) has been    
contributed towards our goal of 
$19,395.  PLEASE PRAY about how 
you can give to help us reach our 
goal!  PLEASE give generously. Thank 

  you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Mary Omro Parish Picnic  

Sunday, August 9, 11:30am-4:00pm 
Featuring Live: Fork in the Road  
(band sponsored by Omro Pharmacy) 

 

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER 
The sign-up boards for volunteering for the 
picnic are located in Marian Hall. There are 
many fun picnic volunteer opportunities! 
Please sign up on the boards or call the   
office to sign up. 

PIE MAKERS 
Sign up in Marian Hall (or call the office) to 
make a pie or two to be sold in the          
Dessert Café.  

 

PICK UP YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS 
Stop in Marian Hall to pick up an envelope 
with raffle tickets for you to buy or sell.    
All Cash Prizes! Sell 10 and your name will 
be entered in a special $100 drawing! Place 
the ticket stubs and money in the same         
envelope and drop in the collection basket 
or bring to the office.   
 

THE HOMESTEAD COUNTRY STORE 
We're looking for donations of handmade & 
homemade items, Christmas ornaments, 
cookie cutters, craft supplies, and jigsaw 
puzzles. Donations may be dropped off at 
the parish office through August 3. Fresh 
items (baked goods, produce, flowers, 
plants, etc.) may be brought the day of the 
picnic. 
 

BASKET RAFFLE & SILENT AUCTION 
We are still looking for more Basket Raffle 
and Silent Auction items! Please drop off in 
the office.   

 

Questions? Call the parish 
office at 920-685-2258. 

 

Sponsorship Opportunities for  
Our Parish Picnic! 

There are many opportunities to help make the    
St. Mary Omro Parish Picnic a success. Check out 
the display in Marian Hall with sponsorship          
opportunities specifically for our picnic. Please take 
a card and envelope and return in the collection 
basket or to the Parish Office. Items range from  
$10-$50.   
Thank you to those who sponsored items this 
week: 
*Paper Products to Use at Picnic; Supplies for Craft 
Activity Room: Anonymous Donors   
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Readings for the Week of July 13 
 

Monday: Is 1:10-17/Mt 10:34—11:1 
Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Mt 11:20-24 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 
Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Mt 11:25-27 
St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

Thursday: Is  26:7-9,12,16-19/Mt 11:28-30 
Friday: Is 38:1-6,21-22,7-8/Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Mt 12:14-21 
Sunday: Wis 12:13,16-19/Rom 8:26-27/                        
  Mt 13:24-43 
 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr Bill Hower died on July 3 at the 
age of 87. Fr. Bill was a retired 
priest of the Diocese of Madison 
who lived in Oshkosh during his   
retirement. He helped at our area  
parishes and served as Chaplain to 

the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother. His funeral was 
in Edgerton, WI (in the Diocese of Madison) on     
July  9.  May he rest in peace. 

Please use the zip code 54986 to     

access this subscription. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Precious Blood 
 

“Prayer to the Precious Blood” written by       
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton: Lord Jesus, by faith 

in Your merits, I now take Your Precious Blood 
and sprinkle it over myself and my family right 
from the crown of my head to the very soles of 
my feet. I claim total and complete protection 

for my life and my family. Lord Jesus, keep me 
free today from evil, sin, temptation, Satan’s 

attacks and afflictions, fear of darkness, fear of 
man, sickness, diseases, doubts, anger, all   

calamities and from all that is not of thy    
Kingdom. Fill me, Lord Jesus, with the gift of 

Your Holy Spirit, and grant me the gifts of   
wisdom, knowledge, understanding and        

discernment so that I will live today in Your 
glory by doing that which is right. Amen. 
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Deadline for the Bulletin 
NOON on Tuesday 

E-mail bulletin announcements to: 
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org 

Cammy Miller: cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Winneconne 

         We will BE back in September 
 

     Omro 10:30am Mass 
       July 12 & July 26 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
Parish Office: 920-582-7712 
 
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 8am-5:00pm 
             Tuesday & Thursday 8am-Noon  
Fridays: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Sue Kuhn 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator:                      
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson         
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                          
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

St. Mary, Omro 
Parish Office: 920-685-2258 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 
             8:00am-4:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Cammy Miller 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Janet Wegner 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator:                        
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson                       
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                                   
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SATURDAY:  July 18 
4:00pm (SMO)  Our Parishioners Who Have Died 
 
SUNDAY:  July 19 
 8:30am (SMW) Bill Losse 
10:30am (SMO) Our Parishioners Who Have Died 

Altar Servers 
4:00pm (SMO)       Mike Jordan, Hank Albright 
8:30am (SMW)      Knights of Columbus Council #8810 
10:30am (SMO)     Rose Unser, Volunteer 
 

Lectors 
4:00pm (SMO)      Ken Bressers 
8:30am  (SMW)     Gary Scheidegger 
10:30am (SMO)     Sue Martin 
 

Ushers 
4:00pm (SMO)       2 Volunteers 
8:30am  (SMW)     Paul & Jeff Jandrin, Doug Mace  
         KC Volunteer 
10:30am (SMO)     2 Volunteers 
 

Sacristans 
4:00pm (SMO)       Ken Bressers  
8:30am (SMW)       Tim Johnson 
10:30am (SMO)      Volunteer 
 

Communion Ministers  
4:00pm (SMO)       Rose Unser 
8:30am (SMW)      2 KC Volunteers 
10:30am (SMO)     Rose Unser 
 

Greeters 
4:00pm (SMO)      2 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMW)      Doug Mace, 3 KC Volunteers 
10:30am (SMO)     Ron & Lawanda Jungwirth 
   

 
Intercessory Prayers 

8:30am (SMW)      Mike & Tracey Losse 
                

Musicians 
4:00pm  (SMO)    Ron Hayes  
8:30am (SMW)     Annemarie Birschbach, John Verich 
10:30am (SMO)    Annemarie Birschbach,                             
       Mary Gallenberg 
  

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator  
Position Open 

St. Mary Omro and St. Mary Winneconne are seeking 
a dedicated and faith-filled Adult Faith Formation 
Coordinator to join our team. This is a paid             
employment position. This role includes developing 
and coordinating adult formation programs, as well as 
providing catechetical leadership in collaboration with 
our clergy and volunteers. Ideal candidates will have a 
strong foundation in the Catholic faith, proven    
leadership skills, and a passion for evangelization and 
parish outreach. For more information, please       
contact either parish office: 
• St. Mary Omro: 920-685-2258 
• St. Mary Winneconne: 920-582-7712 



8 


