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St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne 
www.stmarychurches.org 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 26, 2026 
 

Priest Celebrants: 
Fr. Tom Long 

Fr. Nathan Budde 
 

Parish Offices  
St. Mary, Omro  

730 Madison Ave, Omro  
920-685-2258 

stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 
 

Office Hours  
M-Th 8:00-4:00pm 

Fridays Closed 
 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
210 Pleasant Dr/PO Box 487, Winneconne 

Office: 205 Pleasant Dr. Winneconne 
920-582-7712 

stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
 

Summer Office Hours 
 M & W 8:00-5:00pm 
 T & Th 8:00-Noon 

Fridays Closed 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
Mon & Wed 7:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday: St. Mary, Omro 
3:30pm Confession 

4:00pm Mass 
 

Sunday 
8:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

10:30am St. Mary, Omro 
 

Reconciliation 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
2nd & 4th Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm  

St. Mary, Omro 
 

Sacraments/Membership 
To arrange for Baptisms, Weddings or to join 

the parish please call the office.  
 

Donate Online Today!! 
Go to the website: 

Stmarychurches.org and click on the donation 
tab for Winneconne or Omro or use the QR code 

 
St. Mary, Winneconne    St. Mary, Omro 
QR Code          QR Code 

Welcome to our parishes. 

Winneconne Piggly Wiggly Brat Stand!! 

                   Stop by and help support:                                           
Knights of Columbus!! They will be running 
the Brat Stand on July 24, 25 & 26. Help      
support our Knights of Columbus Council 
#8810. Their hands help the parishes! Let’s 
help them!               
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Winneconne 

PASTORAL PONDERINGS 
One Body 

 (With Noticeable Differences) 
 

There is a quiet line in the Eucharistic Prayer            
that might be easy to miss if you are not                            
listening for it: “gather into one all who 
share this one bread and one cup.” It 
sounds almost like a simple logistical      
statement. Gather into one. As though 
someone is organizing chairs, making sure 
everyone is facing the same direction. 
 
But if you look around at any given Sunday, 
you begin to suspect something else is     
happening. Because the group gathered 
there is not uniform. There are people who 
sing confidently and people who do not         
sing at all (though they move their lips in 
what appears to be a charitable effort). 
There are those who kneel promptly and 
those who are always just a second behind, 
like liturgical echoes. There are saints in          
progress, and there are those who are just 
trying to get through the next ten minutes 
with a reasonably focused mind. And yet, the 
prayer insists: one. Not similar. Not “loosely 
connected.” One. Which is a bold claim,  
considering the evidence. 
 
The Church has always understood the      
Eucharist this way—not just as something 
that expresses unity, but something that    
actually creates it. In the Eucharist, we are 
not only gathered physically; we are         
transformed into a single body, sharing in  
the life of Christ.  
 
There is a beautiful image from the early 
Church: bread is not made from one grain.          
It is made from many. Scattered, separate, 
gathered, ground, and finally made into one 
loaf. That is exactly what the Eucharist 
does—not painfully, not harshly, but steadily. 

It gathers all the differences, all the edges, all 
the separate stories, and forms something 
that did not exist before: a people who are 
one. Not identical. Not interchangeable. But 
united. Which explains why the “we” in the 
Mass matters so much. We pray together. 
We respond together. We even stand, sit, 
and kneel together (in my case, old knees 
with varying degrees of success). 
 
And perhaps the most surprising part is this: 
you do not have to feel particularly united 
for this to be true. You may not know the 
names of the people sitting near you. You 
may not naturally choose them as             
companions. You may not even notice them 
most of the time. And still, something real is 
happening. Because unity here is not         
something we manufacture. It is something 
we are drawn into—slowly, quietly—by the 
One who gathers. 
 
So, the next time you hear that line, you 
might try this: look around. Notice the       
variety. The ordinariness and the Church 
dares to say that it is—not just a crowd. It         
is a body. And somehow, mysteriously, you    
belong to it. 
 
The line “gather into one all who share this 
one bread and one cup” is found in              
Eucharistic Prayer III being composed after 
the Second Vatican Council and introduced  
in the Roman Missal of 1970. Written by           
liturgical scholar Fr. Cipriano Vagaggini, it 
was designed as a new prayer rooted in    
tradition, emphasizing sacrifice, the             
Holy Spirit, and the unity of the Church. 
 
Lyn Zahorik 
Director for Spiritual Engagement 
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PASTORAL TRANSITIONS 

New Priest Appointment 
Fr. Erwin Obias 

 
Bishop Ricken has appointed a priest for 
our parishes. 
 
Father Erwin Obias has been appointed 
Administrator of St. Mary Parish, Omro 
and St. Mary Parish, Winneconne,        
effective September 1. 
 
Fr. Erwin is 44 years old. He was ordained 
a priest for the Archdiocese of Caceres  
in the Philippines on June 10, 2010. His 
last assignment prior to coming to the      
Diocese of Green Bay was as a Parish 
Priest of St. Therese of Lisieux Parish in 
Iriga City, the Philippines.   
 
We look forward to welcoming Fr. Erwin 
to our parishes when he arrives here on 
September 1.  
 
He is celebrating Masses at St. Mary in    
Greenville while preparing to join us in 
September. 

Help Us Welcome Fr. Erwin!  
Introduce Your Family 

 
As we welcome Fr. Erwin to our parish communities, we would like to help him get to know the 
wonderful people and families who make our parishes so special. 
 
You are invited to write a brief letter (no more than one page) or a card, introducing yourselves. 
You may wish to share things such as: 
 

• Names of family members 

• How long you have been part of the parish 

• Occupations, hobbies, or interests 

• Ministries or parish activities in which you participate 

• What you love most about our parish 

• Anything else you would like Fr. Erwin to know about you and your family 
 
We also encourage you to include a recent family photo to help Fr. Erwin put faces with names as 
he begins his ministry among us. Our hope is that these introductions will help Fr. Erwin become 
acquainted with our parish families and begin building meaningful connections with each of us. 
 

Please submit your letter and photo no later than August 2. Boxes are available in both churches. 
 
We look forward to this exciting new chapter in our parish communities! 

Lyn Zahorik 

attended 

Mass at        

St. Mary 

Greenville 

and met our 

new priest, Fr. 

Erwin! 
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WINNECONNE NEWS 

 

St. Mary, Winneconne Calendar 

Mon. July 27    7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
Wed. July 29    7:30am LOW* w/Communion 
Thurs. July 30    2:00pm Rosary     
Sun. Aug 2      8:30am Mass w/refreshments 

    
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 *LOW: Liturgy of the Word 
 

Jump on the Bishop’s Appeal Wagon!! 

We are over 80%!!! 

Appeal goal this year which is $45,651. We have   
collected 38,278.61 (83.85%), towards our goal. We 
are short by $7,373.00. Pray how you can give back 
to the Lord. Thank you to those who have donated! 

Summer office hours for Winneconne                 
The office will be open                              

Mon & Wed. 8:00am-5:00pm,                                          
Tues & Thurs. 8:00am-Noon                                                          

through August 21.  

Church is open to pray in when the office is 

open. Please enter through the school side 

or parish entrance side in the parking lot.  

2026 Team Hope Walk & 5K- Fox Val-
ley, WI - Campaign  

Register to walk under team St Mary Winneconne                         

or please donate. 

Sunday, August 9, 2026/10am 
Memorial Park-Tullar Shelter:                                

1131 Tuller Rd. Neenah 

 

TEAM HOPE Walk Run Ride 
Supporting those affected by Huntington Disease 

including 
St Mary Winneconne parishioner,                                       

Sandy Peragine Casper 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Winneconne  
Given Week ending 7/19/2026  
 
Envelopes                         $1,891.00  
Loose cash                        $    233.00  
Online & ACH Giving $1,751.00  
Total   $3,875.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:   $6,475.00  

Next Sunday, August 3, be 
sure to stop in the Gathering 
Space for Fellowship                
Sunday. Enjoy coffee or               
drink and a donut.  

Refreshments will be                      
sponsored by the Fellowship Ministry!  

Sovereign State Parade 
Our Winneconne Parish &                                                           

Omro/Winneconne Knights of Columbus Council #8810                                  
were represented in the parade last Saturday.  

 

Thank you to all 
our volunteers who 

built the float!!  
 
 

Also who walked in the 
parade!! What a great 
way to showcase our                

parishes!! 

https://give.hdsa.org/event/2026-team-hope-walk-and-5k-fox-valley-wi/e723897
https://give.hdsa.org/event/2026-team-hope-walk-and-5k-fox-valley-wi/e723897
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OMRO NEWS 
St. Mary, Omro Calendar 

Sat. Aug. 1  3:30pm Confession 
    4:00pm Mass      
Sun. Aug. 2  10:30am Mass  
  

  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Non-Perishable Food Collection                               

for Omro Food Pantry 

Bishop’s Appeal 2026 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the 
2026 Bishop’s Appeal. $14,516 (74.8%) has been       
contributed towards our goal of $19,395.   

PLEASE give generously. Thank you! 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

OUR PARISH PICNIC 
THANK YOU for sponsoring funds towards the      
following picnic items this week: 
*Tent Rental: John & Sheri Egan 
*Paper Products to Use at Picnic: Margaret Potratz 
*Prizes for Kids’ Games & Supplies for Craft Activity 
Room: Pat Wucki  
*Anonymously-donated funds towards: Tent Rental, 
Prizes for Kids’ Games, Supplies for Craft Activity 
Room, Cash to Complete Raffle Basket & Silent     
Auction Items, Paper Products for Dessert Room and 
for Picnic 

Thank you to everyone who has       
sponsored picnic items so far this year! 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Omro 
Given Week ending 7/19/2026  
Envelopes             $3,604.00  
Loose cash                     $    508.00  
Online & ACH Giving $    965.00  
Total                   $5,077.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:   $4,050.00 

St. Mary Omro 
Parish Picnic  

Sunday, August 9 
11:30am-4:00pm 

The Homestead Country Store 
 Needs YOU!  

It’s time to start crafting and sewing 
for The Homestead Country Store! 
While you're doing that, clean out your 
unused or unwanted craft supplies for 
our craft table.   

 

And when you are harvesting and canning     
produce from your garden, consider donating a 
jar or two (or more!) of your homemade goods. 
Closer to picnic day, bake a plate of cookies, a 
loaf of zucchini bread, or your favorite baked 
treat for the bakery table. And don’t forget—
fresh garden produce and fresh flowers are    
always welcome! And, yes, we’ll happily take all 
your extra zucchini!  
 

Consider volunteering in The Homestead     
Country Store on picnic day. It’s a great way to 
join the fun—and enjoy some air conditioning 
too! 
 

HOMEMADE-HOMEGROWN-HEARTFELT 

Raffle Baskets are on display in Marian Hall. 
Tickets will be sold before and after Mass, in 

the office during the week, and the day of 
the picnic. Check out the beautiful          

raffle baskets! 

Raffle Tickets Pick up your tickets in Marian 
Hall; raffle tickets are on sale before and 
after Mass, in the office during the week, 

and the day of the picnic. 

Volunteer your time at the picnic. Sign up    
in Marian Hall or call the parish office          

to volunteer on this fun day! 

Pie Bakers Sign up in Marian Hall or call the 
office to donate a pie for the Slice of Heaven 

Dessert Café.   

 We are still accepting Silent Auction items!  

We warmly welcome    
families with young      

children at Mass. 
 

Mass Bags with quiet activities 
for children are available in 
the hallway between Marian 

Hall and church. Take one with you as you enter 
church and return it after Mass.  

A parent room is available in the back of the church 
for your convenience if needed. 
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Readings for the Week of July 27 
 

Monday: Jer 13:1-11/Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Jer 15:10,16-21/Jn 11:19-27 

Sts. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 
Thursday: Jer  18:1-6/Mt 13:47-53 
Friday: Jer  26:1-9/Mt 13:54-58 

St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16,24/Mt 14:1-12 

St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop & Doctor                             
of the Church 

Sunday: Is 55:1-3/Rom 8:35,37-39/                        
  Mt 14:13-21 
 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This weekend, we will be taking a second collection 
in support of the rectory renovation project. Funds 
collected will help provide furnishings and               
renovation needs to prepare the rectory for our new 
Parish Administrator, Fr. Erwin Obias. 
Thank you for your generosity and continued                  
support as we work to complete the rectory and 
welcome Fr. Obias to our parish communities. 

Kitchen/Dining Room 

Bathroom/Shower 

Living Area 

SAVE THE DATE! 
CONFIRMATION with Fr. Girotti 

Wednesday, October 14 at 6:00 pm   
at St. Mary, Winneconne 

For Confirmands from St. Mary, Omro 
and St. Mary, Winneconne 

Please use the zip code 54986 to     

access this subscription. 
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Deadline for the Bulletin 
NOON on Tuesday 

E-mail bulletin announcements to: 
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org 

Cammy Miller: cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Winneconne 

         We will BE back in September 
 

     Omro 10:30am Mass 
       July 26, August 9 & 23 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
Parish Office: 920-582-7712 
 
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 8am-5:00pm 
             Tuesday & Thursday 8am-Noon  
Fridays: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Sue Kuhn 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator:                      
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson         
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                          
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

St. Mary, Omro 
Parish Office: 920-685-2258 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:00am-4:00pm 
    Friday: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Cammy Miller 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Janet Wegner 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator:                        
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson                       
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                                   
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SATURDAY:  August 1 
4:00pm (SMO)  Wally Wucki 
 
SUNDAY:  August 2 
 8:30am (SMW) George Kuhn 
10:30am (SMO) Ruth Waters 

Altar Servers 
4:00pm (SMO)       Rose Unser, Volunteer 
8:30am (SMW)      Tim Johnson 
10:30am (SMO)     Rose Unser, Volunteer 

 

Lectors 
4:00pm (SMO)      Janet Wegner 
8:30am  (SMW)     Dave Voss 
10:30am (SMO)     Volunteer 
 

Ushers 
4:00pm (SMO)       Casey Koterbski, Steve Koterbski 
8:30am  (SMW)     4 Volunteers         
10:30am (SMO)     2 Volunteers 
 

Sacristans 
4:00pm (SMO)       Janet Wegner 
8:30am (SMW)       Rose Unser 
10:30am (SMO)      Margaret Potratz 
 

Communion Ministers  
4:00pm (SMO)       Janet Wegner 
8:30am (SMW)      Vicky Holt, Sherrie Johnson,              
         Rose Unser 
10:30am (SMO)     Rose Unser 
 

Greeters 
4:00pm (SMO)      2 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMW)      Sherrie Johnson, 3 Volunteers 
10:30am (SMO)     2 Volunteers 
   

 
Intercessory Prayers 

8:30am (SMW)   Chris Brill, Mike Jordan  
                

Musicians 
4:00pm  (SMO)    Ted Kreuzer, Paul Kamikawa 
8:30am (SMW)     Ted Kreuzer  
10:30am (SMO)    Chrissy Volpe 
    

 

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator  
Position Open 

St. Mary Omro and St. Mary Winneconne are seeking 
a dedicated and faith-filled Adult Faith Formation 
Coordinator to join our team. This is a paid             
employment position. This role includes developing 
and coordinating adult formation programs, as well as 
providing catechetical leadership in collaboration with 
our clergy and volunteers. Ideal candidates will have a 
strong foundation in the Catholic faith, proven    
leadership skills, and a passion for evangelization and 
parish outreach. For more information, please       
contact either parish office: 
• St. Mary Omro: 920-685-2258 
• St. Mary Winneconne: 920-582-7712 
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