St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne
www.stmarychurches.org

4th Sunday of Lent—Laetare Sunday
March 15, 2026

Pastoral Coordinator: Deacon Paul Vidmar
920-379-8068
Paul.vidmar@stmarychurches.org

Priest Celebrants:
Fr. Tom Long
Fr. Ben Pribbenow

Parish Offices
St. Mary, Omro
730 Madison Ave, Omro
920-685-2258
stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org

Office Hours
M-Th 8-4pm
Fridays Closed

St. Mary, Winneconne
210 Pleasant Dr/PO Box 487, Winneconne
Office: 205 Pleasant Dr. Winneconne
920-582-7712
stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org

Office Hours
M-Th 8-5pm;
Fridays Closed

Liturgy of the Word
Mon & Wed 7:30am St. Mary, Winneconne

Weekend Masses
Saturday: St. Mary, Winneconne
3:30pm Confession
4:00pm Mass

Sunday
8:30am St. Mary, Omro
10:30am St. Mary, Winneconne

Reconciliation
1st & 3rd Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm
St. Mary, Winneconne
2nd & 4th Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm
St. Mary, Omro

Sacraments/Membership
To arrange for Baptisms, Weddings or to join
the parish please call the office.

SILENCE PLEASE

Please enter church in silence. We will have
Adoration 20 minutes before Mass all
Sundays in Lent.
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STATIONS 3§
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St. Mary, Winneconne Stations
M & W after LOW
Thursdays at 2:00 pm

St. Mary, Omro Stations
Mondays at 6:00 pm

Welcome to our parishes.

Holy Week Schedule

Palm Sunday
Saturday, March 28: Winneconne 4:00 pm
Sunday, March 29: Omro 8:30 am
Sunday, March 29: Winneconne 10:30 am

Holy Thursday, April 2
Omro 7:.00 pm
Winneconne Night Prayer 8:30 pm

Good Friday, April 3
Winneconne 1:00 pm
Omro 6:00 pm

Holy Saturday, April 4
Winneconne Easter Vigil 8:00 pm

Easter Sunday, April 5
Omro 7:30 am and 9:00 am
Winneconne 11:00 am




PASTORAL PONDERINGS

If you read this article on Sunday, March 15, | am on
my last day of Retreat at the Hermitages of the
Sisters of St. Agnes in Fond du Lac. Since 2001, |
have had the opportunity to be there every year.
Judith (my hermitage) has become home, and |
always look forward to a homecoming with God.

Secondly, anyone who knows me, is aware that
my most favorite celebration of the entire year
is the Vigil of Easter (the third part of Sacred
Triduum). As a public service announcement,
the Vigil is twenty-one days from today.

Here are my top reasons to encourage you to
attend the Vigil:

1. It starts in the dark on purpose. Not a “we forgot

to pay the light bill” dark, a holy dark. And then you

get to watch the church become brighter, one flame
at a time, like hope with a wick.

2. The Vigil is the Church’s version of a bonfire story
night. There’s something ancient and human about
gathering around fire and remembering who we
are. (Yes, you can absolutely imagine God’s people
around the fire — you won’t be the only one.)

3. Lighting candles is basically participating in a
miracle. You’re not just holding wax. You’re holding
a tiny “Christ is still winning” sign — and the glow is
contagious.

4. The stories are the greatest ever. Creation.
Freedom. Rescue. Promise. New life. It’s like God’s
scrapbook... and every page whispers, “I did this for
you.” (And yes, there are a lot of readings — but
they’re the good kind of long: meaningful long.)

5. At the Vigil we don’t just talk about water — we
splash in it, we celebrate it. Water that saves, heals,
restores, claims us, and reminds us of who we are.
This is the night we look baptism straight in the face
and say, “Yes, Lord — do it again in me.”

6. The ‘Alleluia’ is back. It’s been missing. We’ve felt
the absence and it’s not just sung, it’s released.
Your soul will want to stand up and give a high-five.
(If your body decides to do the same, well you
might startle the rest of us, but we appreciate your
enthusiasm!)

7. The bells return with the Gloria. After the hush of
Holy Week, grab a bell and ring like the Church is
saying, “Okay everybody — THIS is what we’ve been
waiting for!”

8. It’s where “holy moments and holy memories”
get made. This liturgy is packed with the kind of
moments people remember for years — the light,
the water, the music, the flowers, the joy, the

“I needed this” feeling.

Easter doesn’t begin with chocolate — it begins
with worship, an encounter of the Risen Christ in
the Eucharist that wakes up your whole faith. The
Vigil isn’t just something you attend; it’s something
you enter. The Easter Vigil is not just something to
observe, it is something to experience. Come and
see. Come and be. And you will walk out thinking,
“Okay... | get it now. Resurrection is real.”

Lyn Zahorik
Director for Spiritual Engagement

RESCHEDULED due to weather
New Date: Sunday, March 22 Time: Noon-1:30 PM
SOUP FOR THE SOUL: BATTLE OF THE BOWLS!
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St. Mary Omro Dining Hall

Sample a delicious assortment of soups and cast your votes!

Tickets are $10 at the door and include soup, salad bar, beverages, and voting
ballots. Children under age 10 eat for free.

Plus, don’t miss these extras! Bake Sale, 50/50 Raffle, & Beef Raffle
Presented by St. Mary Omro Parish Council
All proceeds go directly to support the St. Mary Omro Youth Mission Trip to Nashville in June.

2




ADULT FAITH FORMATION

ENTRUST

The Entrust Experlence
is coming to
St. Mary Parishes!

SAVE THE DATE: MAY 1 & 2
St. Mary, Omro

More information to come!

formed

Forming Catholics for /ife.
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The Trials of Saint Patrick

The Trials of Saint Patrick, a powerful journey through hardship, loss,
mercy, and forgiveness. With skilled actors and cinematic elements, this
captivating story comes to life, stirring the imagination and sparking
inspiration.

St. Mary Winneconne
Fish and Smelt Fry

When: -Eebuary27 2026
March 13, 2026

March 27, 2026
4:00 - 6:30pm
Dine In or Carry Out

Time:

Where: St Mary Winneconne Kaudy Hall

244 S 3" Ave Winneconne

Fried or Baked Haddock, Shrimp, Fish & Shrimp,
or All-you-can-eat Smelt $15.00

Seafood Platter $20.00

Lite Eater’s Fish or Shrimp $10.00

Andy’s Mac and Cheese Kids Meal $5.00

Deep Fried Cheese Curds $5.00

Served with crispy french fries, homemade mac and cheese, or
potato salad, coleslaw, rye bread, dessert and milk or water.
Soda and beer available for purchase.

What:

Call 920-582-7712 Extension 206 for carry out orders
starting at 10am for pick up between 4:00-6:30pm.

Our parish has a free Formed subscription for you! E -l E
Simply scan the QR code or visit formed.org/signup - A
to create your account and select our parish .
to get free access to this content and much more! E

TINE INSTITUTE
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LS Lets Pray

Supporting Our Sick and
Hospitalized Members

If you know someone who is currently in the
hospital or will be admitted soon, please
contact either parish office or inform Deacon
Paul, 920-379-8068, so we can reach out and
offer support.

Both parishes also have an active prayer
chain. If you or someone you know would like
to be included in prayer, please contact either
parish office. (Omro) 920-685-2258

(Winn) 920-582-7712

Remember to keep filling up your Lenten
Rice Bowl! Rice Bowls can start to be
returned to the parish on Holy Thursday,
April 2 through April 12!




WINNECONNE NEWS

St. Mary, Winneconne Calendar

Mar. 16 7:30am LOW* w/Communion
6:00pm Finance Council Meeting
6:00pm Financial Peace KH
6:00pm OCIA Night of Reflection
1:30pm “The Search” LL
5:30pm “The Search” KH
7:30am LOW* w/Communion
10:30am LOW* Highlands
3:05pm FF Elem Classes

4:30pm Confession

2:00pm Stations of the Cross

Mon.

Mar. 17
Mar. 18

Tues.

Wed.

Mar. 19
Mar. 21

Thurs.

Sat. 7:00-8am Men’s Group Winn.
3:30pm Confession
4:00pm Mass
Mar. 22 10:30am Mass
5'" Sunday of Lent
*LOW: Liturgy of the Word

Voting Trustee Secretary

Sun.

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Winneconne
Given Week ending 3/8/2026
Envelopes $3,936.00
Loose cash S 542.00
Online & ACH Giving $2,040.00
Total $6,518.00
WEEKLY GOAL: $6,464.00
There is deep joy in giving, since what
we receive is much more than we give.
Mother Teresa

Wednesday March 18
Elementary Class 3:10-4:30pm
Fun Night for MS & HS Bowling

The Parish Picnic, June 14, is quickly
approaching, and our class baskets are
still looking a bit empty.

We could really use your help! Please ask your
child about their class basket theme and consider
donating one or two items to support it.
Let’s work together to fill those baskets and make
this year’s picnic a success!

I Basket Theme List (with some suggestions to get you thinking)

¢ Grade 1 - Day at the Beach %
(towels, sunscreen, sand tavs, bubbles, frishee)
o Grade 2 — Backyard Fun §
(sidewalk chalk, jump ropes, bubbles, outdoor games, picnic blanket)
¢ Grade 3 - Game Time %
(board games, puzzles, cards, snacks)
¢ Grade 4— Rainy Day Fun “*
(craft kits, movies, cocoa, cozy socks, books)
¢ Grade 5 Sports Fun &
(balls, water bottles, sports towels, fan gear, snacks, games, frishee)
¢ Middle School - Movie Night Basket &
(DVDs or streaming gift cards, popcorn, candy, soda, blanket)
¢ Middle School - Baking Bonanza Basket &
(cookie mixes, measuring cups, sprinkles, mixing bowl, spatulas, ingredients, recipes)
* High School - Adventure or Camping Basket g
(flashlight, bug spray, s 'mores fixings, reusable water bottle, blanket, journal, snacks)
¢ Confirmation — Study Essentials Basket
( snacks, past its, note cards, pens, coffee gift card, planner)

SMELT/FISH FRY

Volunteers Needed!
Friday, March 13 & 27
Time: 4:00pm—6:30pm in Kaudy Hall.
Please use your gifts and volunteer at our fish frys
on March 13, and March 27. We really appreciate our
volunteers we can't do it without you.

Confession will be here in Winneconne this
Wednesday, March 18, from 4:30-5:30pm.

1

The Bishop's Appeal is a stewardship opportunity
for each of us to reach out to thousands of people
in search of Jesus' love. Each gift given supports the
ministries of the Diocese of Green Bay which serve
our parishes, Catholic schools, and communities.
Your gift truly helps bring the heart and hands of
Christ to our children, young adults, families, and
neighbors here in northeastern Wisconsin.
Our Bishop’s Appeal goal this year is $45,651.
We have collected $17,437.00. Pray how you
can give back to the Lord. Thank you to those
who have donated.

Easter Vigil Choir

AT

_I_’, If you are interested in singing for the Easter Vigil
jg’ﬁ at St. Mary’s Winneconne please let us know by
Palm Sunday, March 29th. We will rehearse at

4:00 pm on April 4th, no more than an hour. We
will return later that evening for the Easter Vigil Service.
Please call either office to let us know you will be there, or
email Chrissy Volpe: chris_dave@verizon.net (underscore
between the names.) All Omro and Winneconne members
high school age and above are welcome!

)

Happy 50th
Anniversary

Tim & Sherrie Johnson

May God continue to bless
your marriage with love,
joy and peace.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050545ADAA2AA7F58-61410040-fish#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050545ADAA2AA7F58-61410095-fish#/
mailto:chris_dave@verizon.net

OMRO NEWS

St. Mary, Omro Calendar

Mar. 16 Noon-3:30pm Extended Watch of
The Chosen (Triple Room)
6:00pm Stations of the Cross
6:00-8:00pm Financial Peace
(SMW-Kaudy Hall)
6:00pm OCIA Night of Reflection
(SMW)
Tues. Mar. 17 4:30pm Finance Council Meeting
5:30-7:00pm Discipleship Small
Groups, “The Search”
(Triple Room)
Mar. 18 4:30pm FF Grades 1-6
5:00pm Mass
6:30pm FF Grades 7-10
Sat. Mar. 21 7:00-8:00am Men'’s Group Meeting
(SMW)
Sun. Mar. 22 8:30am Mass
Noon-1:30pm Soup for the Soul
(Dining Hall)

Mon.

Wed.

5th Sunday of Lent
SMW-St. Mary Winneconne
Voting for Trustee-Treasurer

FAI TH FORMATI O

Wednesday, March 18
4:30 pm: Grades 1-6 Class
6:30 pm: Grades 7-10 Class

Yout h Mass
Wednesday, Mar c h
5: 00 pm
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STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Omro
Given Week ending 3/8/2026

Envelopes $2,260.00
Loose cash S 121.00
Online & ACH Giving $_910.00
Total $3,291.00
WEEKLY GOAL: $4,044.00

There is deep joy in giving, since what we receive is
much more than we give. Mother Teresa

Bishopks Appeal
Many people across our Diocese have
struggled with the stress and anxiety of
isolation, fear, loneliness and financial
insecurity. Through it all, Catholic
Charities, which is funded through the
Bishop’s Appeal, has been there to
accompany people and help them find hope.

Your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal supports this
important work. You help bring hope to those who are
in need.

Our 2026 Bishop’s Appeal goal is $19,395. To date, we
have collected $5,051.
Thank you to all who have donated!

HOLY COW...It’s a Beef Raffle!

Donated by Egan Family Dairy, Inc.
John & Sheri Egan, Ed & Kyra Egan
Quarter of a beef (approximately 300 lbs of
homegrown beef) - valued at $1,000!
(Winner is responsible for processing fees of
approximately $300; see details on ticket)

TICKETS: $10.00 each
DRAWING: Sunday, March 22, 1:15 pm

(need not be present to win)

Tickets are available for purchase in the Omro
Parish Office.

Proceeds of the Beef Raffle support the Youth
Mission Trip to Nashville this June!

LENTEN GIVING
OPPORTUNITIES

Take a moment to visit the Lenten Giving
display in Marian Hall and consider
sponsoring an item. Donation options range
from 3 N-Bl P BiQdly choose a card and
envelope, and return them in the Sunday
collection or drop them off at the parish office.

Thank youw!




Readings for the Week of March 15

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday: Ez47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/IJn 5:17-30
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a3, 12-14a, 16

Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22

Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a
Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22

Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53
Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11

Jn 11:1-45

5th Sunday of Lent

Ministry Opportunity!
St. Mary Omro and St. Mary Winneconne are
seeking a dedicated and faith-filled Adult Faith
Formation Coordinator to join our team.

This role includes developing and coordinating adult
formation programs, as well as providing
catechetical leadership in collaboration with our
clergy and volunteers. Ideal candidates will have a
strong foundation in the Catholic faith, proven
leadership skills, and a passion for evangelization
and parish outreach.

For more information, please contact either parish
office:

9 St. Mary Omro: 920-685-2258

 St. Mary Winneconne: 920-582-7712

WorldKs Poor Collection
This weekend, we take up the
Worldks Poor Collection. Your

support of this collection
provides relief for struggling
communities, both here and
around the world. Please
prayerfully consider how you
can support the collection.

Thank you for your generosity in
supporting this collection and
sharing Christks love
with others.

ALL RISE!

THE NORTHEAST WISCONSIN PASSION PLAY

2026

An original, uplifting, dramatic musical based on the ministry,
teachings, Passion and Resurrection of Our Lord

7:00 pm March 26, 27, 28
1:00 pm March 28%, 29

An A n La eter will be provides
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Xavier Fine Arts Theatre Box Office Hours: Noon to 3:00 pm

February 9 - 13

February 18 - March 13
March 1627

*Closed February 16 for staff retreat

Monday - Friday
Monday & Wednesday
Monday - Friday

Also open one hour before each performance

Xavier Fine Arts Theatre * 1600 W. Prospect Avenue, Appleton, W1
A Program of the St Francis Xavier Catholic School System

A a7 Z7 FOX VALLEY
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Men’s Group Meeting
Saturday, March 21, 7:00-8:00 am

All men from St. Mary, Omro and Winneconne
are welcome. The March 21 meeting is in
Winneconne. We will review the upcoming Sunday
gospel reading and have a discussion.

Feel free to just drop in; no RSVP needed.

ra
FATHER CARR’S PLACE 2B
1062 N. KOELLER STREET
OSHKOSH, Wi 54902
(920)231-2378

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
He is Risen, Risen Indeed

\ FATHER CARR’S PLACE 2B
- EASTER SUNDAY DINNER:

APRIL 5th, 2026

=

EASTER SUNDAY.DINI

ANGORE
KING ORI,

EASTER DINNER DINE-IN SERVING FROM NOON - 1:30PM
NO RESERVATIONS NECESSARY

ALL ARE WELCOME

Easter Flowers/Decorations

Name:

In Memory of:

Amount:

St. Mary Winneconne St. Mary Omro




MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY: March 21
4:00pm (SMW) Carol Brennand &
Lester & Catherine Brennand
SUNDAY: March 22
8:30am (SMO) Ted & Jane Gumz
10:30am (SMW) Hanky Lee

Altar Servers
4:00pm (SMW) 2 Volunteers
8:30am (SMO) 2 Volunteers
10:30am (SMW) Khloee & Rick Lee

Lectors
4:00pm (SMW)  Judy Reetz, Mike Jordan
8:30am (SMO) Sue Martin

10:30am (SMW)  Dave Voss, Chris Birill

Ushers
4 Volunteers
Mona Freund, Volunteer
Peggy Benjamin, 3 Volunteers

Sacristans
Rose Unser

4:00pm (SMW)
8:30am (SMO)
10:30am (SMW)

4:00pm (SMW)
8:30am (SMO) Lori Meyerhofer-Fisher
10:30am (SMW)  Brenda McCarty-Kubasta

Communion Ministers
4:00pm (SMW)  Monica Lapin, Judy Reetz
10:30am (SMW)  Chris Brill, Volunteer

Greeters
Tanya Michalski, Kathy Meinen,
Volunteer
Mike Freund, Noreen Zouski
3 Volunteers

4:00pm (SMW)

8:30am (SMO)
10:30am (SMW)

Intercessory Prayers
10:30am (SMW) Mike & Tracey Losse

Musicians
4:00pm (SMW) Ted Kreuzer
8:30am (SMO) Kristin Day, Angie Goska

10:30am (SMW) Ted Kreuzer
We LYYPVE
OUR VOLUNTEERS

Donate Online Today!!
St. Mary Winneconne & Omro
are set up to take donations
online!

Go to the website:
Stmarychurches.org and click
on the donation tab for
Winneconne or Omro.

Or use the QR codes below:
St. Mary, Winneconne St. Mary, Omro
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@ St Mary Catholic Church Ormmro
@ St. Mary Catihvolic Choarcks
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St. Mary, Omro
Parish Office: 920-685-2258

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday
8:00am-4:00pm
Fridays: Closed

Office Manager: Cammy Miller

Business Manager: Pat Samolinski

Custodian: Janet Wegner

Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Patty Volp
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser

Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik

Deadline for the Bulletin
NOON on Tuesday
E-mail bulletin announcements to:
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org
Cammy Miller: cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org

Children& Liturgy of the Word
Winneconne

April 19, 8:30am Mass

Omro
CLOW will return in April 2026

Liturgy of the Word

St. Mary, Winneconne
Parish Office: 920-582-7712

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday
8:00am-5:00pm
Fridays: Closed

Office Manager: Sue Kuhn

Business Manager: Pat Samolinski

Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach

Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Patty Volp
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser

Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik




The Dowling Group ££C|;  Holiday Florist |
Teri Dowling, Broker |/ 217V$ur|\]/IS¢NSitC(§/VF'|0riSt r
920) 420-0773 Cell i - Main St. Winneconne: ¢
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Two Brothers Bad Boy Toys| 8299 Hickory Ave, Larsen oot bl ot

SCHERER FAMILY
Chiropractic, S.C.
Dr. Cindy Scherer, Dr. Tom Scherer

V-KN IGHTS
)~ OF cOLUMBUS"

Omro-Winneconne Council 8810

Come Join Us

RICH LAW.LLC
illayne Y. Verich

884 Airport Road, Menasha (920) 810-7480 W Kalt arg/iolatis

(920) 725-6933 jverich@verichlaw.com |Call Gary Scheidegger 262-622-3000

T, - .
LEO’S SERVI_CE, LLC MUELLER L-(A)Cl.AIBREYS
302 W. Main, Winneconne s{ FUNERAL HOME SO M O
Complete Auto Repairs Complete Funeral & Cremation Services SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!
Mini-Mart - o Eﬂ:ﬂe(fysﬂxgeﬁ 920-426-6421
(920)582-7717 days | sz0582:4243 - www.musliorfh.net www.lourdes.today

DEX PLUS Edward Jones Kwiatkowski
@({ e Ul‘ LU‘G( ) Construcuori — Remodeling MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
N— C Siding

~ EricJ. Lang Funeral Home
Suppen (L JOHNR.VANDEHE! ¢80 11%‘?,25;%&{,3&‘%9; 425 Jefferson Ave, Omro
204 W. Main 31;2%t5\g\gn:492c§nne. WI 54986 (0)920-685-3004 Decks . c?l}:e'gzo.:ﬂg:ﬁ&t 920-685-2207
Owners: Jeff & Jennifer Schmitz (C)920-420-1636 New Homes eric.lang@edwardjones.com
Shawn 1471 McMahon Drive Qy ¢ ngzrm%gsxx
®) P Zzagrodnik Neenah, WI 54956 ) 020 9,87 5800
S 920-850-2919 el Jo . Hes, Overs
Building Excellence Miron-Construction.com
PLUMBING
OUTDOOR DINING
Advertise Here Serving Food Daily at 11:30 a.m. (Closed Mondays)
"’,"// Eanail Large Parking Lot for Motorcycle Groups

GREAT FRIDAY FISH FRY!
QOutdoor Steak Fry once a month

from April-November

N Stmarywinn
S@ s @stmarychurches.org

Skids, Crates, & Pallets Inc.
KWIK SHADE |# e
Tree S()‘?’I.('(’ Phil Ertmer Ludwig Plumbing

| 7@ " 9203792233 .
y _~ 3089 Heise Rd Since 1960
Well

Q=0 O™ |ores  920-231-5770  ssens

=M

MAIN TIRE and

MAINTENANCE

Repair on Foreign & Domestic Cars
1121 E. Main St. Omro WI 54963

920-685-5553

Chris Seaman Carpentry

5 " ;
Chris Seas‘r»:;xnces e | Marsh Fam‘i‘y Eyecare

Owner . Family Eyecare - Quality Eyewear
carpemrysenvices31 3O Contact Lenses - Laser Care

920-312-3058 3 - ‘ Winneconne Oshkosh
3143Morrow Rd, Omro f y o4 Healthy Vision: One of God's Most Precious Gifts

:,N. rns o River Front Compliments of
Medical Clinic 1484 W. South Cabinetry & Design
Park Ave, Oshkosh Jeff Noffke LLC | Jim & Margaret Potratz

Parent Support Services 4920-252-550 ’ Parish Members
601 Oregon St, Oshkosh Y




