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St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne 
www.stmarychurches.org 

4th Sunday of Lent—Laetare Sunday 
March 15, 2026 

Pastoral Coordinator: Deacon Paul Vidmar 
920-379-8068 

Paul.vidmar@stmarychurches.org 
 

Priest Celebrants: 
Fr. Tom Long 

Fr. Ben Pribbenow  
 

Parish Offices  
St. Mary, Omro  

730 Madison Ave, Omro  
920-685-2258 

stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 
 

Office Hours  
M-Th 8-4pm 

Fridays Closed 
 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
210 Pleasant Dr/PO Box 487, Winneconne 

Office: 205 Pleasant Dr. Winneconne 
920-582-7712 

stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
 

Office Hours 
 M-Th 8-5pm;  
Fridays Closed 

 
Liturgy of the Word 

Mon & Wed 7:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday: St. Mary, Winneconne 

3:30pm Confession 
4:00pm Mass 

 
Sunday 

8:30am St. Mary, Omro 
10:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

 
Reconciliation 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm 
St. Mary, Winneconne 

2nd & 4th Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm  
St. Mary, Omro 

 
Sacraments/Membership 

To arrange for Baptisms, Weddings or to join 
the parish please call the office.  

 

Welcome to our parishes. 

SILENCE PLEASE 

Please enter church in silence. We will have 
Adoration 20 minutes before Mass all        

Sundays in Lent.  

St. Mary, Winneconne Stations 
M & W after LOW 

Thursdays at 2:00 pm 
 

St. Mary, Omro Stations 
 Mondays at 6:00 pm 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday  
Saturday, March 28: Winneconne 4:00 pm 
Sunday, March 29:   Omro 8:30 am 
Sunday, March 29:   Winneconne 10:30 am 

 
Holy Thursday, April 2 

Omro 7:00 pm 
Winneconne Night Prayer 8:30 pm 

 
Good Friday, April 3 

Winneconne 1:00 pm 
Omro 6:00 pm 

 
Holy Saturday, April 4 

Winneconne Easter Vigil 8:00 pm 
 

Easter Sunday, April 5 
Omro 7:30 am and 9:00 am 

Winneconne 11:00 am 
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PASTORAL PONDERINGS 

RESCHEDULED due to weather 
New Date: Sunday, March 22 Time: Noon–1:30 PM 

SOUP FOR THE SOUL: BATTLE OF THE BOWLS! 
 St. Mary Omro Dining Hall 

Sample a delicious assortment of soups and cast your votes!  
Tickets are $10 at the door and include soup, salad bar, beverages, and voting 

ballots. Children under age 10 eat for free. 

Plus, don’t miss these extras! Bake Sale, 50/50 Raffle, & Beef Raffle 
Presented by St. Mary Omro Parish Council 

All proceeds go directly to support the St. Mary Omro Youth Mission Trip to Nashville in June. 

If you read this article on Sunday, March 15, I am on 
my last day of Retreat at the Hermitages of the    
Sisters of St. Agnes in Fond du Lac. Since 2001, I 
have had  the opportunity to be there every year. 
Judith (my hermitage) has become home, and I    
always look forward to a homecoming with God.  
 
Secondly, anyone who knows me, is aware that           
my most favorite celebration of the entire year                 
is the Vigil of Easter (the third part of Sacred                      
Triduum). As a public service announcement,                   
the Vigil is twenty-one days from today.  
 

Here are my top reasons to encourage you to 
attend the Vigil: 
 

1. It starts in the dark on purpose. Not a “we forgot 
to pay the light bill” dark, a holy dark. And then you 
get to watch the church become brighter, one flame 
at a time, like hope with a wick. 
 

2. The Vigil is the Church’s version of a bonfire story 
night. There’s something ancient and human about 
gathering around fire and remembering who we 
are. (Yes, you can absolutely imagine God’s people 
around the fire — you won’t be the only one.)  
 
3. Lighting candles is basically participating in a   
miracle. You’re not just holding wax. You’re holding 
a tiny “Christ is still winning” sign — and the glow is 
contagious. 
 
4. The stories are the greatest ever. Creation.    
Freedom. Rescue. Promise. New life. It’s like God’s 
scrapbook… and every page whispers, “I did this for 
you.” (And yes, there are a lot of readings — but 
they’re the good kind of long: meaningful long.) 

5. At the Vigil we don’t just talk about water — we 
splash in it, we celebrate it. Water that saves, heals, 
restores, claims us, and reminds us of who we are. 
This is the night we look baptism straight in the face 
and say, “Yes, Lord — do it again in me.” 
 

6. The ‘Alleluia’ is back. It’s been missing. We’ve felt 
the absence and it’s not just sung, it’s released. 
Your soul will want to stand up and give a high‑five. 
(If your body decides to do the same, well you 
might startle the rest of us, but we appreciate your        
enthusiasm!) 
 

7. The bells return with the Gloria. After the hush of 
Holy Week, grab a bell and ring like the Church is 
saying, “Okay everybody — THIS is what we’ve been 
waiting for!” 
 

8. It’s where “holy moments and holy memories” 
get made. This liturgy is packed with the kind of   
moments people remember for years — the light, 
the water, the music, the flowers, the joy, the           
“I needed this” feeling. 
 

Easter doesn’t begin with chocolate — it begins 
with worship, an encounter of the Risen Christ in 
the Eucharist that wakes up your whole faith. The 
Vigil isn’t just something you attend; it’s something 
you enter. The Easter Vigil is not just something to 
observe, it is something to experience. Come and 
see. Come and be. And you will walk out thinking, 
“Okay… I get it now. Resurrection is real.” 
 
Lyn Zahorik 
Director for Spiritual Engagement 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 
 
 
 

The Entrust Experience 
is coming to  

St. Mary Parishes! 
 

SAVE THE DATE: MAY 1 & 2              
St. Mary, Omro 

More information to come! 

Supporting Our Sick and             
Hospitalized Members 

If you know someone who is currently in the 

hospital or will be admitted soon, please   

contact either parish office or inform Deacon 

Paul, 920-379-8068, so we can reach out and 

offer support. 

Both parishes also have an active prayer 

chain. If you or someone you know would like 

to be included in prayer, please contact either 

parish office. (Omro) 920-685-2258               

                      (Winn) 920-582-7712 

Remember to keep filling up your Lenten 
Rice Bowl! Rice Bowls can start to be               

returned to the parish on Holy Thursday, 
April 2 through April 12! 
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WINNECONNE NEWS 

 

St. Mary, Winneconne Calendar 

Mon. Mar. 16    7:30am  LOW* w/Communion 
      6:00pm  Finance Council Meeting  
      6:00pm  Financial Peace KH 
      6:00pm  OCIA Night of Reflection  
Tues. Mar. 17   1:30pm  “The Search” LL 
      5:30pm “The Search” KH 
Wed. Mar. 18   7:30am  LOW* w/Communion 
     10:30am LOW* Highlands  
     3:05pm  FF Elem Classes 
     4:30pm  Confession 
Thurs. Mar. 19   2:00pm  Stations of the Cross 
 
Sat. Mar. 21   7:00-8am Men’s Group Winn. 
     3:30pm  Confession 
     4:00pm  Mass  
Sun. Mar. 22   10:30am Mass  

5th Sunday of Lent 
*LOW: Liturgy of the Word 
Voting Trustee Secretary 

Wednesday March 18 
Elementary Class 3:10-4:30pm 
Fun Night for MS & HS Bowling 

SMELT/FISH FRY                         
                 Volunteers Needed!           

            Friday, March 13 & 27                                 
             Time:   4:00pm—6:30pm in Kaudy Hall.  
Please use your gifts and volunteer at our fish frys             
on March 13, and March 27. We really appreciate our 
volunteers; we can't do it without you.   

St. Mary Winneconne: Fish Fry 3-13-26         

St. Mary Winneconne: Fish Fry 3-27-26  

The Parish Picnic, June 14, is quickly                      
approaching, and our class baskets are              

still looking a bit empty. 
We could really use your help! Please ask your 

child about their class basket theme and consider 
donating one or two items to support it. 

Let’s work together to fill those baskets and make 
this year’s picnic a success! 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Winneconne  
Given Week ending 3/8/2026  

Envelopes    $3,936.00  
Loose cash   $   542.00  
Online & ACH Giving   $2,040.00  
Total      $6,518.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:    $6,464.00 
There is deep joy in giving, since what               
we receive is much more than we give.            

                Mother Teresa  

Easter Vigil Choir   

If you are interested in singing for the Easter Vigil 
at St. Mary’s Winneconne please let us know by 
Palm Sunday, March 29th. We will rehearse at 
4:00 pm on April 4th, no more than an hour. We 

will return later that evening for the Easter Vigil Service. 
Please call either office to let us know you will be there, or 
email Chrissy Volpe: chris_dave@verizon.net (underscore 
between the names.) All Omro and Winneconne members 
high school age and above are welcome!   

The Bishop's Appeal is a stewardship opportunity 
for each of us to reach out to thousands of people 
in search of Jesus' love. Each gift given supports the 
ministries of the Diocese of Green Bay which serve 
our parishes, Catholic schools, and communities. 
Your gift truly helps bring the heart and hands of 
Christ to our children, young adults, families, and 
neighbors here in northeastern Wisconsin.                   
Our Bishop’s Appeal goal this year is $45,651.                        
We have collected $17,437.00. Pray how you                              
can give back to the Lord. Thank you to those                                
who have donated. 

Confession will be here in Winneconne this                  

Wednesday, March 18, from 4:30-5:30pm.  

Happy 50th  

Anniversary  

Tim & Sherrie Johnson  

             

                                  

2026  

May God continue to bless 
your marriage with love, 

joy and peace.  

1976 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050545ADAA2AA7F58-61410040-fish#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050545ADAA2AA7F58-61410095-fish#/
mailto:chris_dave@verizon.net
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OMRO NEWS 
St. Mary, Omro Calendar 

Mon.  Mar. 16 Noon-3:30pm Extended Watch of 
            The Chosen (Triple Room)  
    6:00pm Stations of the Cross  
    6:00-8:00pm Financial Peace  
       (SMW-Kaudy Hall) 
       6:00pm OCIA Night of Reflection  
     (SMW) 
Tues. Mar. 17 4:30pm Finance Council Meeting 
    5:30-7:00pm Discipleship Small  
   Groups, “The Search”  
   (Triple Room) 
Wed.  Mar. 18 4:30pm FF Grades 1-6 
    5:00pm Mass 
    6:30pm FF Grades 7-10 
Sat. Mar. 21 7:00-8:00am Men’s Group Meeting  
   (SMW) 
Sun.  Mar. 22 8:30am Mass  
    Noon-1:30pm Soup for the Soul  
   (Dining Hall)  

     
5th Sunday of Lent 

SMW-St. Mary Winneconne 
Voting for Trustee-Treasurer 

HOLY COW...It’s a Beef Raffle! 
Donated by Egan Family Dairy, Inc. 
John & Sheri Egan, Ed & Kyra Egan 

Quarter of a beef (approximately 300 lbs of 
homegrown beef) - valued at $1,000! 

(Winner is responsible for processing fees of               
approximately $300; see details on ticket) 

TICKETS: $10.00 each 
DRAWING: Sunday, March 22, 1:15 pm 

(need not be present to win) 
 

Tickets are available for purchase in the Omro  
Parish Office. 

 
Proceeds of the Beef Raffle support the Youth 

Mission Trip to Nashville this June!  

Wednesday, March 18 
4:30 pm: Grades 1-6 Class  

6:30 pm: Grades 7-10 Class 

Bishopќs Appeal 
Many people across our Diocese have 
struggled with the stress and anxiety of 
isolation, fear, loneliness and financial 
insecurity. Through it all, Catholic      
Charities, which is funded through the 
Bishop’s Appeal, has been there to        
accompany people and help them find hope.  
 

Your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal supports this            
important work. You help bring hope to those who are 
in need.  
 

Our 2026 Bishop’s Appeal goal is $19,395. To date, we 
have collected $5,051.    

Thank you to all who have donated! 

FAITH FORMATION 

LENTEN GIVING  

OPPORTUNITIES 

Take a moment to visit the Lenten Giving      
display in Marian Hall and consider             

sponsoring an item. Donation options range 
from  ҘΝΜ–ҘΡΜЮШSimply choose a card and     
envelope, and return them in the Sunday      

collection or drop them off at the parish office. 

Thank you! 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Omro      
Given Week ending 3/8/2026  

Envelopes   $2,260.00 
Loose cash  $   121.00  
Online & ACH Giving  $   910.00  
Total    $3,291.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:   $4,044.00                
There is deep joy in giving, since what we receive is 
much more than we give.    Mother Teresa 

Youth Mass 
Wednesday, March 18 

5:00 pm 
All are welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

èĬĢŭĬƥĢúǒğ !ƌƠŖš Ĳ ƯĞƹǚƌŨ 
mŹŗů ǈƨ úƨ ǔĭ ĖĭŢĭČƣúƸĭ Źǈƣ ŢúƨƸ ĖŢúƨƨ Źŀ 
ƸŔĭ ǖĭúƣ ǔŗƸŔ úů ĭǓĭůŗůŋ Źŀ ŀŹŹģğ ŀúŪŗŢǖğ 

úůģ ŀǈůľ 
Aŗůůĭƣ úƸ ƲĞƼǞğ ŀŹŢŢŹǔĭģ Čǖ 
ƎĭƣŀŹƣŪúůĖĭƨ Čǖ Źǈƣ ǖŹǈƸŔƓ 

»Ţĭúƨĭ ¿Åæ» ƸŹ ]ĭŗģŗ ÅĭúŪúů Čǖ !ƎƣŗŢ ƃƓ 
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Readings for the Week of March 15 
 

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 
  Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22 
  Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a 
Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22 
  Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11 
  Jn 11:1-45 

 
5th Sunday of Lent 

Ministry Opportunity! 
St. Mary Omro and St. Mary Winneconne are      
seeking a dedicated and faith-filled Adult Faith    
Formation Coordinator to join our team. 
 
This role includes developing and coordinating adult 
formation programs, as well as providing                
catechetical leadership in collaboration with our 
clergy and volunteers. Ideal candidates will have a 
strong foundation in the Catholic faith, proven    
leadership skills, and a passion for evangelization 
and parish outreach. 
For more information, please contact either parish 
office: 
¶ St. Mary Omro: 920-685-2258 
¶ St. Mary Winneconne: 920-582-7712 

Men’s Group Meeting 
Saturday, March 21, 7:00-8:00 am 
All men from St. Mary, Omro and Winneconne               

are welcome. The March 21 meeting is in               
Winneconne. We will review the upcoming Sunday 

gospel reading and have a discussion.                                               
Feel free to just drop in; no RSVP needed.   

Worldќs Poor Collection 
This weekend, we take up the 
Worldќs Poor Collection. Your 

support of this collection     
provides relief for struggling 
communities, both here and 

around the world. Please 
prayerfully consider how you 
can support the collection.  

 
Thank you for your generosity in 
supporting this collection and 

sharing Christќs love              
with others. 

Easter Flowers/Decorations 

Name:__________________________________ 

In Memory of:___________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

Amount:______  

_____St. Mary Winneconne    ____St. Mary Omro  
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Deadline for the Bulletin 
NOON on Tuesday 

E-mail bulletin announcements to: 
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org 

Cammy Miller: cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org 

Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word 
   Winneconne 

      April 19, 8:30am Mass 
     Omro 

         CLOW will return in April 2026 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
Parish Office: 920-582-7712 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday  
             8:00am-5:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Sue Kuhn 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Patty Volp                     
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson         
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                          
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

St. Mary, Omro 
Parish Office: 920-685-2258 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 
             8:00am-4:00pm 
Fridays: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Cammy Miller 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Janet Wegner 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman  
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Patty Volp                       
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson                       
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                                   
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SATURDAY:  March 21 
4:00pm (SMW) Carol Brennand &                            
   Lester & Catherine Brennand 
SUNDAY:  March 22 
 8:30am (SMO) Ted & Jane Gumz 
10:30am (SMW) Hanky Lee    

Altar Servers 
4:00pm  (SMW)     2 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMO)      2 Volunteers 
10:30am (SMW)   Khloee & Rick Lee 
 

Lectors 
4:00pm  (SMW)     Judy Reetz, Mike Jordan 
8:30am  (SMO)      Sue Martin 
10:30am (SMW)     Dave Voss, Chris Brill  

 

Ushers 
4:00pm  (SMW)     4 Volunteers 
8:30am  (SMO)      Mona Freund, Volunteer 
10:30am (SMW)     Peggy Benjamin, 3 Volunteers 
 

Sacristans 
4:00pm  (SMW)      Rose Unser 
8:30am (SMO)        Lori Meyerhofer-Fisher 
10:30am (SMW)      Brenda McCarty-Kubasta 
 

Communion Ministers  
4:00pm  (SMW)     Monica Lapin, Judy Reetz 
10:30am (SMW)     Chris Brill, Volunteer  
 

Greeters 
4:00pm  (SMW)    Tanya Michalski, Kathy Meinen,   
        Volunteer 
8:30am (SMO)      Mike Freund, Noreen Zouski 
10:30am (SMW)    3 Volunteers 
   

Intercessory Prayers 
10:30am (SMW)    Mike & Tracey Losse 
 

Musicians 
4:00pm  (SMW) Ted Kreuzer 
8:30am (SMO)   Kristin Day, Angie Goska  
10:30am (SMW) Ted Kreuzer 

 

   Donate Online Today!! 

                                     St. Mary Winneconne & Omro 
             are set up to take donations  
             online!  
     

   Go to the website: 
   Stmarychurches.org and click 
   on the donation tab for                
   Winneconne or Omro.  
   Or use the QR codes below: 

St. Mary, Winneconne    St. Mary, Omro 

QR Code                               QR Code    
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