St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne
www.stmarychurches.org

1st Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025

Pastoral Coordinator: Deacon Paul Vidmar

920-379-8068
Paul.vidmar@stmarychurches.org

Priest Celebrants:
Fr. Tom Long
Fr. Ben Pribbenow

Parish Offices
St. Mary, Omro
730 Madison Ave, Omro
920-685-2258
stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org

Office Hours
M-Th 8-4pm
Fridays Closed

St. Mary, Winneconne
210 Pleasant Dr/PO Box 487, Winneconne
Office: 205 Pleasant Dr. Winneconne
920-582-7712
stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org

Office Hours
M-Th 8-5pm;
Fridays Closed

Liturgy of the Word
Mon & Wed 7:30am St. Mary, Winneconne

Weekend Masses
Saturday: St. Mary, Winneconne
3:30pm Confession
4:00pm Mass

Sunday
8:30am St. Mary, Omro
10:30am St. Mary, Winneconne

Reconciliation
1st & 3rd Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm
St. Mary, Winneconne
2nd & 4th Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm
St. Mary, Omro

Sacraments/Membership
To arrange for Baptisms, Weddings or to join
the parish please call the office.

Welcome to our parishes.

=N '
First Si‘tnday of Advent

x>

Calling All Singers!
Both parishes will have a Choir at
Christmas Eve Mass.

St. Mary Winneconne at 4:00 pm Mass

St. Mary Omro at 6:00 pm Mass

Joint practice will be held on Sunday, December 14 in
Winneconne after the 10:30am Mass & on Sunday,
December 21 after the 8:30am Mass in Omro. Ron
Hayes will be the accompanist for both Masses. Please
plan on singing traditional carols before Mass. If
interested, call either parish offices.
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As the holiday season approaches, it's easy
to get caught up in shopping, decorations,
and busy schedules. But for us, Christmas is
first and foremost a celebration of the birth
of Jesus Christ, God's greatest gift to the
world. Creating meaningful family traditions
rooted in faith can help the focus on Christ
amid all the noise.

One meaningful way to stay focused is to set
up an advent wreath and light a candle each
Sunday while reading scripture and praying
as a family. This simple ritual builds
anticipation and reminds everyone that
Christmas is about the coming of our Savior.

Another powerful tradition is reading the
nativity story from the Bible as a family on
Christmas Eve or Christmas morning.
Gather around the nativity scene and read
Luke 2:1-20 together. Take time to reflect on
the simplicity and holiness of that Christmas
night. This helps children and adults alike
remember why we celebrate.

Another meaningful activity is setting up a
nativity scene at home, but with a twist:
leave the manger empty until Christmas
Day. As the family prepares spiritually,
they can move Mary and Joseph closer to

PASTORAL PONDERINGS

the stable each day, reminding everyone
that we're journeying towards Christ’s
coming.

Families can also choose a charitable activity
to do together. Whether it's baking cookies
for a lonely neighbor, donating to a local
shelter, or making Christmas cards for the
elderly, these acts of service reflect Christ’s
love and shift the focus from receiving to

giving.

Lastly, attend Mass together as a family not
only on Christmas Day but throughout the
season. Christ's presence in the Eucharist is
the heart of Christmas.

By making Christ centered traditions a
priority, families can celebrate Christmas
with joy, peace, and purpose.

God Bless you and your family.
Deacon Paul

in Seasons 5 and 6.

The shared love of The Chosen brought nearly
60 people together this past Monday for two
inspiring presentations by Ron Tucker, an extra

A heartfelt thank you to Ron and his wife,
Ronda, for sharing your faith, your enthusiasm
for the series, and the incredible experiences
you had on set. Thank you as well to everyone
who attended and shared how this series is
touching and transforming your lives.
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December Corporal Works of Mercy formedw

Forming Catholics for /¢e.

Father Carr’s Christmas for Kids
Partake in this life giving experience as you celebrate

this beautiful season with children in our F
communities. ‘ .,7%}@44”

November 29 and December 6 = Crie. W
12:00PM-4:00PM party preparation WEEK r
Father Carr’s Medical Clinic
1000 N. Koeller St, Oshkosh
Call or text Peggy Wilms, 920-410-1065 with

guestions and to sign up for the party preparation.

Week One | Encountering Emmanuel with

@ Christmas Party! Saturday, Heather Khym
December 13 8:00AM-12:30PM In week one, Heather speaks about the first reason for the
Incarnation—Jesus saves us. Heather helps us to give our sorrows to
Mother Theresa Center Jesus, and open our hearts to the saving power of Christ.

1062 N Koeller St., Oshkosh our oari -
ur parish has a free Formed subscription for you!
Use the QR COde to Sign up. Simply scan the QR code or visit formed.org/signup

to create your account and select our parish
to get free access to this content and much more!

An offering from the AHuUsTIN( INSTITUTE
2025-2026
SAINT OF THE MONTH OF DECEMBER Stewardship of Service
St. John of the Cross St. Mary Church
Pick up your Saint of the Month Winneconne/Omro
calendar in church entrances to Please fill out the form and drop it in the
learn more about this Saint. collection basket at Church
Click on the link below to learn You should have received a Stewardship
the full history and works of St. Brochure. We ask that you take a few moments
John of the Cross. to fill it out and return it to the Parish Office.
Your updated contact information is very
Adult Eaith Formation - ST. MARY CHURCHES important to us. Many phone numbers and email
addresses on file are no longer current.

Also, look it over to see where you can assist in
your parish.

If you do not have one, extras are at the

&dﬂagrm entrances.

Thank you for your time and commitment to
Advent & our parish communities.

Christmas Season 2025 Christmas Environment/
The Advent and Christmas Season issue of | | Decorations Donation
ElderGrace has been mailed to all who
have requested to be on the ElderGrace
mailing list. In Memory Of:
If you expected to receive one and didn’t,
please call or stop in either parish office

Name

for a copy. Amount $ St. Mary Winneconne or Omro



https://www.stmarychurches.org/adult-faith-formation.html

WINNECONNE NEWS

St. Mary, Winneconne Calendar Faith

_ s AFormation

Mon. Dec.1 7:30am LOW* w/Communion wwe

Wed. Dec. 3 7:30am LOW* w/Communion . .
3:05pm FF Elementary Faith Formation Classes Dec 3
3:45pm Elem. Mass-ALL Welcome 3:05 Elementary Classes
4:30pm Confession 3:45 Elementary Mass
6:00pm MS Social . :
6:30pm FF Middle School f.S.OOpm MS Social

Thurs. Dec. 4 2:00pm Rosary 6:30pm MS Classes

7:00pm Christmas Stars-Appleton

Sat. Dec.6 3:30pm Confession See you December 3 for Mass. Our

3™ Graders will be assisting with Mass
4:00pm Mass raders W Iong Wi

Sun. Dec.7 9:00am FF HS
10:30-2pm Confirmation Fr.Carr’s

10:30am Mass w/Refreshments E 1 crnicrnta Q/.'
S
SS R

ministries this month.

11:30am Advent Book Study

2"4 Sunday of Advent
*LOW: Liturgy of the Word

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Winneconne

DECEMBER 3 @ 3:45
ALL ARE INVITED!

SPECIAL GUEST!

Given Week ending 11/23/2025 S e v
Envelopes $5,207.00 g \
Loose cash S 428.00
Online & ACH Giving  $2,077.00
Total $7,712.00 Check out this on Formed
WEEKLY GOAL: $6,464.00 for children and families:
For it is in giving, that we receive . ] )
St. Francis of Assisi Brother Francis - Daily Advent Reflection

Brother Francis leads us on a daily journey in
this special seasonal celebration of the coming
of the Lord! Featuring meditations, prayers, and
suggested activities to keep our focus on Christ

this Christmas.

ADV EN l https://app.formed.org/app/videos/648724
Tteme available for your journey through Advent:

3 ®
O
Wrskt Cist
Devotionals | Advent Wreaths | Crafts

- Head for vacuum $80.00
Following 10:30 Mass

Lower Level of the Church | - - Magneﬁc dry erase board 54000
St. Mary Church, Winneconne M,".,,, ’

&
tnank The Winneconne Open for a Cause

was a huge success this year! We
0 raised $27,640.75 for Loren Pahl
and his family! Thank you to all who
donated to this year’s event! Your generosity is
very much appreciated!
Dave

8-

30 November, 2025

Stollen | Coffee Cake | Coffee | Hot Cocoa

The Giving Tree is up in the
Main Entrance!

.. If you took a tag or two we

" ask that you return the gifts
. wrapped by Tuesday, Dec. 9.
" Thank you for helping to bring
a smile to a child this season.



https://app.formed.org/app/videos/648724

OMRO

St. Mary, Omro Calendar

Wed. Dec.3 4:30pm FF Gr. 1-6

6:30pm FF Gr. 7-10

Christmas Stars-Appleton
8:30am Mass

8:30am-12:30pm Confirmation
Class

11:30am Advent Book Study (SMW)

Thurs. Dec. 4
Sun. Dec.7

2"YSunday of Advent
Omro Area Non-perishable Food Collection
SMW: St. Mary, Winneconne

NEWS
FAITH FORMATION

Wednesday, December 3
Grades 1-6: 4:30 pm
Grades 7-10: 6:30 pm

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Omro
Given Week ending 11/23/2025

Envelopes $2,169.00
Loose cash S 191.60
Online & ACH Giving S 950.00
Total $3,310.60
WEEKLY GOAL: $4,044.00

For it is in giving, that we receive
St. Francis of Assisi

Owr Advent Wreativcandles

awe ov gift from the fomily of
Phylis Monahow Dawvis,

St. Mary Omro Giving Tree
Remember to take a gift tag from our Giving
Tree in Marian Hall. This year, your gifts will
help 7 families at H.B. Patch School and
Omro Elementary School. Please wrap your
gift and attach the tag.

Please place your wrapped gifts under the
tree or bring to the parish office by
Monday, December 15.

Thank you for your generous giving!
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. Chair $135 oy
‘*“ *Shark AZ2002 Vertex Powered Lift-Away :::
«n Upright Vacuum $400 «
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Wednesday, December 10
An Evening with

"8 2 Swints

Discovering Holiness in Ordinary
People...discover how ordinary people
became extraordinary through
God’s love!

Families in grades 1-6 join us for an evening of
fun and faith!

Dinner @ 5:30
**To help us plan for this event, please RSVP to
Heidi Seaman by December 3**
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% to Nashville, TN!
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&  St. Mary Omro Wish List &

ﬁ:‘ ¢ *Office Desk Chair, Ergonomic Computer &

LY
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e, _.25Stop by the table in
IIMAP IT OUT"': "s :)/-"'";:‘ "" Marlnan Ha" t? get
4 more information on
g

“. A our “Be The Light”
“Peva e, : . . .
ey, o e mission trip
) e fundraiser!

Volunteers Needed!

St. Mary Omro Parade Float
Decorating Volunteers: Thursday, December 4, 6pm
at 576 Industrial Drive.

Parade Volunteers: Ride/walk and hand out candy
during the Omro Holiday Parade on Saturday,
December 6 starting at approximately 3:45 pm.
Please contact Heidi Seaman if you can help.

and for more information.

Omro Food Pantry Collection

Sunday, December 7
Needed items this month are: shampoo,
body wash, feminine products, toilet paper,
Kleenex, cleaning products and cleaning
supplies. Basic food items are also always
welcome.
Items can be dropped in the basket located
by the parking lot door at the Marian Hall

entrance or in the parish office.
Thank you!!




Readings for the Week of December 1
Monday: Is 4:2-6/Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37
St. Francis Xavier, Priest

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21,24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Is 30:19-21,23-26/

Mt 9:35—10:1,5a,6-8
Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/

Mt 3:1-12
Second Sunday of Advent

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Ladies Night Out Group

‘ Join the fun!

Thursday, December 11, 2025 at 6:00pm

When:

What:

1) Fill Christmas stockings for homebound parishioners,
Winneconne Area Assistance Center, and Father Carr’s
» We will provide the Christmas stockings to be filled
with goodies
> If your last name starts with:
A-L please bring bag of snack sized candy bars, candy
canes, or other treats or snacks for children
» M-Z please bring items for homebound: snack cups
of pudding or fruit, handi-snacks of cheese and
crackers, word search or crossword books
2) Gift exchange ($10 value)
3) Sing carols, food, drinks and fellowship

7710 PACKS

Please sign up using the link or QR code. Any questions? Call Tanya
at 262-441-0674. St Mary’s Ladies Night Out: Christmas Cheer

Where: Kaudy Hall

G[1[V]E]

Check our Giving Levels!!
How long has it been since you have adjusted
your giving levels to the parish and other
charities? Now may be a good time to pray
about levels of generosity. Giving the same level
over a period of years results in giving less.

Ex. 520 in 2015 is NOW worth 515 in 2025.

If you are able to increase your level of generosity
to the parish and other charities who help the
poor, it would be greatly appreciated.

You can scan the QR code to take you to our
individual parish page. It is all set to go to
Sunday collection or use the drop box to put it
where you desire.

St. Mary, Winneconne

St. Mary, Omro

If you would like to donate items for the
Christmas stockings but are unable to attend
the Ladies Night Out event, please drop off
items at the parish offices in Winneconne or
Omro by December 9. Thank you.

LOURDES ACADEMY

JOIN OUR TEAM!

OPEN POSITION
MUSICAL DIRECTOR

t for a High

Lourdes Academy is on the look
Director for the 2025-2026 academic year. This role involves
leadi the ical prod ion scheduled for March 2026 at the
Grand Opera House.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES

« Auditioning performers

- Collaborating with faculty

- Instructing the musical theater choir on voice development
and performance preparation

- M i inistrative tasks

- Fostering a positive envir that ages
teamwork and a passion for music

For more i tion. p Director of Business Services
Lois Reischl at (920) 426-3626 ext. 531 or Ireischi@lourdes.today.

Weelbhp ag e wweenesros itmma mnychourches _org
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DECEMBER 6, 2025
8 1 00AM - 21 00AM & 10 1 00AM

OMRO ARERL COMMUNTITY CENTER
1005 E Main St., Omro, WI 54963

Enchanting
TICKETS FOR decorations,
SALE AT OACC & EI-T-E-5E°0
PIGGLY WIGGLY activities, and
the spirit of

Christmas await!

Tickets assigned
A time shifts for a
more personal

——— : 1
COMMUNITY CENTER S2¥Perience with

e
\—/M
(-f: \ OMRO AREA

Mr. & Mrs. Claus.

ier.crg




MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY: December 6
4:00pm (SMW) Joan Weber
SUNDAY: December 7

8:30am (SMO)
10:30am (SMW)

Virginia & Bert Formiller
Jim & Arlette Lee & Aaron Clark

Altar Servers
Stella Verich, Volunteer
2 Volunteers
2 Volunteers

4:00pm (SMW)
8:30am (SMO)
10:30am (SMW)

Lectors
4:00pm (SMW) Dave Voss, Jill Verich
8:30am (SMO) Mazie Miller

10:30am (SMW) Vicky Holt, Tracey Losse

Ushers
4:00pm (SMW) Kaye Rogers, 3 Volunteers
8:30am (SMO) Abbi Seaman, Vanessa Poppy
10:30am (SMW) Peggy Benjamin, 3 Volunteers

Sacristans
4:00pm (SMW) Volunteer
8:30am (SMO) Janet Wegner
10:30am (SMW) Volunteer

Communion Ministers
4:00pm (SMW) Jill Verich, Volunteer
10:30am (SMW) Vicky Holt, Tracey Losse

Greeters
4:00pm (SMW) Donna Stratton, 2 Volunteers
8:30am (SMQO) Sierra Potratz, Mackenzie Kettlewell
10:30am (SMW) Wade & Jann Berglund, Conf. Student

Intercessory Prayers
10:30am (SMW)  Chris Brill, Volunteer

God Bloss Youl

St. Mary, Omro
Parish Office: 920-685-2258

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday
8:00am-4:00pm
Fridays: Closed

Office Manager: Cammy Miller

Business Manager: Pat Samolinski

Custodian: Janet Wegner

Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Patty Volp
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser

Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik

Mass Intentions
Monday, Dec 8 Immaculate Conception
7:30am (SMW)  Richard Ruedinger,
George Kuhn

6:00pm (SMO) For Our Parishioners

7:30am (SMW)

Sacristan:  Rose Unser

Lector: Kelly Diker

Comm: Patty Volp, Pat Samolinski
Greeters:  Tanya Michalski, Donna Stratton

6:00pm (SMO)

Sacristan:  Volunteer

Lector: Volunteer

Usher: Volunteer

Greeter: Volunteer
lmmdculdte
Conception,

NOON on Tuesday

Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org
Cammy Miller: cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org

7 Winneconne
B&% December 21, 10:30 am Mass
HILDREN'S omro

Liturgy of the Word

CLOW wiill return in April 2026

St. Mary, Winneconne
Parish Office: 920-582-7712

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday
8:00am--5:00pm
Fridays: Closed

Office Manager: Sue Kuhn

Business Manager: Pat Samolinski

Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach

Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator: Patty Volp
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser

Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik




The Dowling Group ££C|;  Holiday Florist |
Teri Dowling, Broker |/ 217V$ur|\]/IS¢NSitC(§/VF'|0riSt r
920) 420-0773 Cell i - Main St. Winneconne: ¢
¢ O)shkosh WI © en Hours: Mon-Fri8:30-500 ¢ ~ .
; 920-582-3939 y 328 E. Main Street, Omro

teri@dowlinggrouplic.com
OOI\?I\&ERCIAI%%?FQTII%F\ITIAL www. holidayfloristwinneconne.com 920-685-5041

lT?vuy, SRGII, &dstude giplel;\ ITl_lsIur:nce wiscoNe™ b
oys, Recor _George A. Tipler-Agent r—
w ) Collectibles 920-836-2000 IDOW/LING

NSIN CUSTOM Buiiy HOM
Es

7 Call Steve & Mike Erin Siegmann-Agent CONSTRUCTION INC. §
815-579-9100 920-410-8309 i e Dowling = Frestdent, . ]
Two Brothers Bad Boy Toys| 8299 Hickory Ave, Larsen oot bl ot

SCHERER FAMILY
Chiropractic, S.C.
Dr. Cindy Scherer, Dr. Tom Scherer

V-KN IGHTS
)~ OF cOLUMBUS"

Omro-Winneconne Council 8810

Come Join Us

RICH LAW.LLC
illayne Y. Verich

884 Airport Road, Menasha (920) 810-7480 W Kalt arg/iolatis

(920) 725-6933 jverich@verichlaw.com |Call Gary Scheidegger 262-622-3000

T, - .
LEO’S SERVI_CE, LLC MUELLER L-(A)Cl.AIBREYS
302 W. Main, Winneconne s{ FUNERAL HOME SO M O
Complete Auto Repairs Complete Funeral & Cremation Services SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!
Mini-Mart - o Eﬂ:ﬂe(fysﬂxgeﬁ 920-426-6421
(920)582-7717 days | sz0582:4243 - www.musliorfh.net www.lourdes.today

DEX PLUS Edward Jones Kwiatkowski
@({ e Ul‘ LU‘G( ) Construcuori — Remodeling MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
N— C Siding

~ EricJ. Lang Funeral Home
Suppen (L JOHNR.VANDEHE! ¢80 11%‘?,25;%&{,3&‘%9; 425 Jefferson Ave, Omro
204 W. Main 31;2%t5\g\gn:492c§nne. WI 54986 (0)920-685-3004 Decks . c?l}:e'gzo.:ﬂg:ﬁ&t 920-685-2207
Owners: Jeff & Jennifer Schmitz (C)920-420-1636 New Homes eric.lang@edwardjones.com
Shawn 1471 McMahon Drive Qy ¢ ngzrm%gsxx
®) P Zzagrodnik Neenah, WI 54956 ) 020 9,87 5800
S 920-850-2919 el Jo . Hes, Overs
Building Excellence Miron-Construction.com
PLUMBING
OUTDOOR DINING
Advertise Here Serving Food Daily at 11:30 a.m. (Closed Mondays)
"’,"// Eanail Large Parking Lot for Motorcycle Groups

GREAT FRIDAY FISH FRY!
QOutdoor Steak Fry once a month

from April-November

N Stmarywinn
S@ s @stmarychurches.org

Skids, Crates, & Pallets Inc.
KWIK SHADE |# e
Tree S()‘?’I.('(’ Phil Ertmer Ludwig Plumbing

| 7@ " 9203792233 .
y _~ 3089 Heise Rd Since 1960
Well

Q=0 O™ |ores  920-231-5770  ssens

=M

MAIN TIRE and

MAINTENANCE

Repair on Foreign & Domestic Cars
1121 E. Main St. Omro WI 54963

920-685-5553

Chris Seaman Carpentry

5 " ;
Chris Seas‘r»:;xnces e | Marsh Fam‘i‘y Eyecare

Owner . Family Eyecare - Quality Eyewear
carpemrysenvices31 3O Contact Lenses - Laser Care

920-312-3058 3 - ‘ Winneconne Oshkosh
3143Morrow Rd, Omro f y o4 Healthy Vision: One of God's Most Precious Gifts

:,N. rns o River Front Compliments of
Medical Clinic 1484 W. South Cabinetry & Design
Park Ave, Oshkosh Jeff Noffke LLC | Jim & Margaret Potratz

Parent Support Services 4920-252-550 ’ Parish Members
601 Oregon St, Oshkosh Y




