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St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne 
www.stmarychurches.org 

  

 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 4, 2026 

  

  

 

Administrator: Fr. Erwin Obias 
 

Parish Offices 
St. Mary, Omro 

730 Madison Ave, Omro 
920-685-2258; stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 

Office Hours: M-Th 8:00-4:00pm, Friday Closed 
 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
210 Pleasant Dr/PO Box 487, Winneconne 

Office: 279 S. 2nd Ave, Winneconne 
920-582-7712; stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
Office Hours: M—Th 8:00-5:00pm, Friday Closed 

 

Weekday Mass 
Tues. 5:30pm & Thurs. 7:30am St. Mary, Omro 

Wed. & Fri. 7:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 
 

Holy Hour & Confession 
Tues. 4:30-5:30pm St. Mary, Omro 

Fri. after 7:30am Mass St. Mary, Winneconne 
 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday: St. Mary, Winneconne 

3:30pm Confession 
4:00pm Mass 

 

Sunday 
8:00am Confession St. Mary Omro 

8:30am St. Mary, Omro 
10:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

   

Sacraments/Membership 
To arrange for Baptisms, Weddings or to join the parish 

please call the office. 
  
Donate Online Today!! Go to the website: 
Stmarychurches.org and click on the donation tab for 
Winneconne or Omro or use the QR code 
 St. Mary, Winneconne      St. Mary, Omro 
QR Code            QR Code 
  

 

Welcome to our parishes. 

  

 

 Weekend Mass Times Change 

THIS Weekend! 
 

Beginning Saturday, October 3 
 3:30pm Confession St. Mary, 

Winneconne 
4:00pm Mass St. Mary, Winneconne 

  

Beginning Sunday, October 4                                      
8:00am Confession St. Mary, Omro  

8:30am Mass St. Mary, Omro 
10:30am Mass St. Mary, Winneconne   

Parish Schedule Changes While      
Fr. Erwin Attends Clergy Conference 
 
Tuesday, October 6: No Confession, 
Holy Hour, or Daily Mass at St. Mary, 
Omro. 
Wednesday, October 7: No Daily Mass 
at St. Mary, Winneconne. 
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Autumn, Hiraeth, and the Feeling of 
Being Homesick Somewhere 

 
Every year, autumn sneaks up on me. I  
have yet to spend a quiet afternoon on     
my back porch listening to the birds sing 
and admiring my one tomato plant, which 
suddenly has become so prolific I am 
begging for the squirrels to leave the nuts 
and please take tomatoes. Meanwhile, 
many of my fast-food favorites have already 
disappeared beneath an avalanche of 
pumpkin spice. Apparently, autumn no 
longer arrives with falling leaves but with a 
highly coordinated marketing campaign. 
 
Still, I think autumn is my favorite season. 
There is something about the cooler air, the 
earlier sunsets, and the way nature seems 
to slow down that invites me to do the 
same. Autumn makes me reflective. It also 
awakens in me the feeling that the Welsh 
call hiraeth. 
 
Hiraeth is often translated as homesickness, 
but it is deeper than that. It is a longing for 
somewhere you cannot quite return to, or 
somewhere you have never actually been.  
It is the ache of missing something without 
fully knowing what that something is. 
 
As soon as autumn arrives, I find myself 
missing my childhood, old friendships, 
places I have lived, and versions of myself 
who didn't begin each day overwhelmed by 
my email inbox. Suddenly, a particular smell 
in the air or a shaft of golden sunlight can 
take me back to a moment I had almost 
forgotten. The leaves are glorious, but they 

are falling. The sunsets are beautiful, but 
the days are growing shorter the season is a 
reminder that even the best moments do 
not last. 
 
As a Christian, I have come to believe that 
hiraeth can also be a kind of spiritual 
homesickness. A scripture I pray often is 
Revelation 21:4-6, where God promises that 
He will wipe every tear from our eyes. 
Death, mourning, crying, and pain will be no 
more, and the One seated on the throne 
declares, "I am making everything new." 
Hiraeth names the longing. Revelation 
offers the promise. The ache for what has 
been lost is met by God's assurance that 
one day all that is broken will be restored. 
In that sense, hiraeth is not simply 
homesickness for the past. It is 
homesickness for the future. 
 
It is the echo of a home for which we were 
created and the anticipation of a home we 
have not yet fully seen. Where hiraeth asks, 
"Where is my home?" Revelation answers, 
"It is with God, and He is bringing it to you." 
So, if you find yourself staring thoughtfully 
out of a window this autumn, feeling 
unexpectedly emotional about a tree, a 
memory, or a squirrel toting a tomato, 
perhaps that ache is not something to 
ignore. It is a reminder that the deepest 
longing of the human heart is not for a 
season, a memory, or even a place, but for 
God and for the home we have in Him. 
 
 
Lyn Zahorik 
Director for Spiritual Engagement

 

 

PASTORAL PONDERINGS 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
Do you desire to feel God’s love?  

Does God seem distant? 
Would you like to discover a deeper 

relationship with the Holy Spirit? 
The Wild Goose will lead you on an 
adventure greater than you can imagine! 
It will help you experience a deeper 
relationship with the Holy Spirit and lead 
you to a place of mercy, healing and 
peace. Please join us on this journey as 
we open our hearts to God’s love, which 
has been poured into our hearts by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Evening will include dinner, video presentation,  
and small group discussion. Still time to join… 
WILD GOOSE SESSIONS BEGIN THIS WEEK:  
Tuesdays, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27, Nov. 3, 10, 17 
Omro: 6:30-8:00 PM (dinner provided) 
Winneconne: 1:30-3:00 PM (snacks provided) OR         
            5:30-7:00 PM (dinner provided) 

  

Register for this series as an opportunity to grow in faith and fellowship and support                                                       
our parish communities. Feel free to invite a friend to join you! 

  

 

Pray the Rosary 
 

St. Mary, Omro 
Mondays in month of  
October at 6:00 pm 

 
Thursdays at 7:05 am 

(before 7:30 am Mass) 
  

St. Mary, Winneconne 
Wednesdays and Fridays 

at 7:05 am 
(before 7:30 am Mass) 

 
Thursdays at 2:00 pm 

  

  

  

  

 

Light a Candle, Lift a Prayer 
 

Lighting votive candles is a long-standing Church 
tradition and a meaningful way to continue your 
prayers before the Lord. When you light a candle, 
its flame symbolizes your prayer remaining 
present even after you leave the church. 
 
Our vigil candles burn for about six days. When we 
purchase in bulk, the cost is just over $3.00 per 
candle, and we suggest an offering of $3.00. If you 
are unable to give that amount, please contribute 
what you can. If you are able to give more, your 
generosity is appreciated and helps support this 
ministry. 
 

Please use the QR code or call 
either church office to register. 
 

Please use the zip code 54986 to 
access this subscription. 

Men’s Group Meeting 
Thursday, October 15 

St. Mary Omro, 6:00-7:00 pm 
All men from St. Mary, Omro and St. Mary, 
Winneconne are welcome. The October 15 

meeting is in Omro.  We will review the upcoming 
Sunday gospel reading and have a discussion.                                               

Feel free to just drop in; no RSVP needed.   
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WINNECONNE NEWS 
St. Mary, Winneconne Calendar 

Mon. Oct. 5      8:30-10:30am Enviro Change 
       6:00pm Altar Server Training 
Tues. Oct. 6      1:30-3:00pm The Wild Goose 

     5:30-7:00pm The Wild Goose 
Discipleship Small Groups  

Wed. Oct. 7      NO Mass 
     3:05-4:30pm FF Elementary 
     6:00pm MS Social 
     6:30pm FF MS Class 

Thurs. Oct. 8      2:00pm Rosary 
       Office Closes at 4:00pm 
Fri. Oct. 9      7:05am Rosary 

     7:30am Mass followed by        
 Confession & Holy Hour 

Sat.  Oct. 10    3:30pm Confession 
       4:00pm Mass 
Sun. Oct. 11    9:30am Parent/Student Mtg 

     10:30am Mass w/1st               
                     Reconciliation Blessing 

    11:30am Confirmation Practice 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Non-Perishable Food Collection for Fr. Carr’s 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

October 4, 9:00-12:30pm Confirmation 

Meeting for families who are beginning their 

journey to confirmation in the fall of 2027. 

Meeting will be held in the LL of the church. 

October 4, 9:00-12:30pm grades 9 & 10 

classes begin. Class will be held in Kaudy Hall. 

October 7, 3:05-4:30pm--Classes begin for 

Elementary students 

October 7, Middle School Social at 6pm 

and Class at 6:30pm in Kaudy Hall 

To register & pay for Faith Formation 

classes before they begin this week scan 

the QR code.                                          

 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

Fr. Carr’s Place 2B Food Collection Items needed: 

hamb/tuna helper jelly/jam                 coffee             
canned meat/tuna    Syrup  applesauce 
chunky/progresso soup    canned fruit 
spaghetti/sauce    peanut butter 

chicken & beef broth flavored oatmeal      
breakfast cereal    crackers all types              
Chef Boyardee  granola/snack bars                           
rice-white & brown cleaning supplies                       
feminine hygiene products                                         
baby/toddler diapers, all sizes   
    THANK YOU!!! 

  
Catholic Charities of the Green Bay Diocese 

Thank you from Catholic Charities for our 

collective gift of $11,246.30, which is helping to 

provide basic needs and housing assistance for 

those who are displaced by the tornado in 

Outagamie and Winnebago Counties.  

Bishop’s Appeal Update 

A heartfelt thank you to the 152 parishioners who 

generously supported this year’s Bishop’s Appeal! 

Together, we raised $42,988.31, reaching 94% of 

our $45,651 goal. Thank you for your generosity 

and faithful support! 

 

 

All are invited to Confirmation on Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 6:00pm in 

Winneconne for our Confirmands from Winneconne & Omro.  
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OMRO NEWS 

First Reconciliation Parent Meeting 
Wednesday, October 7 @ 5:45 pm 

Pledge of Commitment will take place           
Sunday, October 11 during 8:30 am Mass. 

St. Mary, Omro Calendar 
Mon. Oct. 5   6:00pm Rosary 
Tues. Oct. 6   NO Confession, Holy Hour, Mass 
    6:30pm The Wild Goose 

Discipleship Small Groups  
Wed. Oct. 7   4:30-5:45pm FF Gr. 1-5 
    5:45pm 1st Recon. Parent Mtg. 
    6:30-8:00pm FF Gr. 6-8, 9-10 
Thurs. Oct. 8   7:05am Rosary 

  7:30am Mass 
Sun. Oct. 11 8:00am Confession 

  8:30am Mass with 1st    
                    Reconciliation Blessing 

  11:30am Confirmation Practice     
    at SMW (after 10:30am Mass) 
 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
SMW-St. Mary, Winneconne 

 
  

  

  

Welcome to Faith Formation! 
We’re excited to begin another year of Faith 
Formation! As we grow in faith together, may our 
children come to know Jesus, grow closer to Him, 
and share His love with others. Welcome back 
families, we’re so glad you’re here! 

Classes Wednesday, October 7 
Grades 1-5 4:30-5:45 pm 

Grades 6-10 6:30-8:00 pm 
  

 

Bishop’s Appeal 2026 
Our 2026 Bishop’s Appeal Goal is $19,395. 
To date, we have collected $17,090 (88%) 
towards our goal with 62 parishioners 
participating. Thank you to those who 
donated! 
  

  

  

 

Thank you from Catholic Charities for our 

collective gift of $616.25, which is helping to 

provide basic needs and housing assistance for 

those who are displaced by the tornado in 

Outagamie and Winnebago Counties.  

Picnic Gratitude & Giving Update 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the         

St. Mary, Omro Parish Picnic on August 9 such a 
wonderful success. Through your generosity, hard 
work, and support, the event achieved a net profit 

of $16,126.68. 

In the spirit of sharing our blessings, the Picnic 
Committee approved a 10% tithe of the proceeds to 
St. John the Baptist Parish in Menasha to support 
recovery efforts and ongoing needs following the 

recent tornado. We are grateful for the opportunity 
to extend Christ’s love and care to a neighboring 

parish during this time of rebuilding. 
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Readings for the Week of Oct. 5 
 
Monday: Gal 1:6-12/Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24/Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Lk 11:1-4  

Our Lady of the Rosary 
Thursday: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 11:5-13 
Friday: Gal 3:7-14/Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday: Gal 3:22-29/Lk 11:27-28 
Sunday: Is 25:6-10a/Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/    

Mt 22:1-10 
  

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  

  Follow us: Webpage: www.stmarychurches.org 
  
              Facebook: St. Mary Catholic Church Omro 
                      St. Mary Catholic Church Winneconne 
  
     Instagram: stmarychurchomro 
               St.marychurchwinneconne 
  

Hearing Loop Available: Wearing a 

hearing aid? Turn on your T-coil       

setting to receive clear audio through 

our hearing loop. 

Did you know that Lourdes Academy greatly values 
our parishioners, and that a person need not be a 
parent of children in our schools in order to 
participate on one of our committees? If you or 
someone you know is a faithful Catholic with a 
background in law, education, finance, marketing, 
development, or human relations, that might be a 
great starter kit for a committee member! Anyone 
interested is encouraged to contact our system 
president, Mr. Zach Zeckser, at 
zzeckser@lourdes.today to learn more about 
joining a committee such as Catholic identity, 
development, human relations, academia, or the 
foundation board. Thank you! 
 

 Stronger Together 

  
 St. Mary Churches, Omro and Winneconne 

Widow/Widower Fellowship & Support 
Thursday, October 15, 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

Dining Hall, St. Mary Omro 
 Join us for a special gathering filled with lively    

conversation, shared laughter, and the                 
reassurance you’re not alone on your journey.   

On October 15, we will enjoy a potluck meal and 
music from the Bagoland Strummers.          

If you’re able, please bring a dish to share.         
And feel free to invite a friend! 

  
  Questions and RVSP for October 15: 
Lori Meyerhofer-Fisher, 920-744-9954    
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WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY:  October 10 
4:00pm (SMW) Carol Brennand &                    

Lester & Carol Brennand 
SUNDAY:  October 11 
 8:30am (SMO) Frank & Mary Fisher   
10:30am (SMW) Paula Snider 

WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS 
TUESDAY:  Oct 6 
NO CONFESSION, HOLY HOUR, OR MASS 
WEDNESDAY: Oct 7 
NO ROSARY OR MASS 
THURSDAY:  Oct 8  
7:30am (SMO)  Joan & Tim Lenz 
FRIDAY:  Oct 9 
7:30am (SMW) Our Deceased Parishioners 

Sign up to Volunteer in the binder in Marian 
Hall (SMO) or the Hallway between Church & 
the Gathering Space (SMW) 

Weekday: Oct 6, 7, 8, 9 
Altar Server 

Tues.   5:30pm (SMO) NO MASS 
Wed.   7:30am (SMW) NO MASS 
Thurs. 7:30am (SMO)  Volunteer 
Fri. 7:30am (SMW) Volunteer  

Lector 
Tues.   5:30pm (SMO) NO MASS 
Wed.    7:30am (SMW) NO MASS 
Thurs. 7:30am (SMO)  Janet Wegner 
Fri.      7:30am (SMW) Volunteer 

Sacristan 
Tues.   5:30pm (SMO) NO MASS 
Wed. 7:30am (SMW) NO MASS  
Thurs. 7:30am (SMO)  Volunteer 
Fri. 7:30am (SMW) Volunteer   
 

  
   

  
                    

    

  

  

      

  

  

  

Deadline for the Bulletin 
NOON on Tuesday 

E-mail bulletin announcements to: 
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org 

Cammy Miller: cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
Parish Office: 920-582-7712 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00am-5:00pm 
             Friday: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Sue Kuhn 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                          
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 
Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger  
Adult Faith Formation Discipleship Small Groups  
Facilitator: Kristin Wright     
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson          

St. Mary, Omro 
Parish Office: 920-685-2258 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:00am-4:00pm 
   Friday: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Cammy Miller 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                                   
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 
Custodian: Janet Wegner 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman  
Adult Faith Formation Discipleship Small Groups 
Facilitator: Angie Goska   
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson                        
  

Altar Servers 
4:00pm (SMW) 2 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMO)  Mike Jordan 
10:30am (SMW) 2 Volunteers    

Lectors 
4:00pm (SMW) Mike Jordan 
8:30am (SMO)  Sue Martin   
10:30am (SMW) Tom Snider 

Ushers 
4:00pm (SMW) 4 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMO)  2 Volunteers   
10:30am (SMW) Peggy Benjamin, 3 Volunteers 

Sacristans 
4:00pm (SMW) Mike & Tracey Losse  
8:30am (SMO)  Margaret Potratz 
10:30am (SMW) Volunteer 

Communion Ministers  
4:00pm (SMW) Mike & Tracey Losse                    

Mike Jordan 
8:30am (SMO)  Margaret Potratz  
10:30am (SMW) 3 Volunteers 

Greeters 
4:00pm (SMW)     2 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMO)     2 Volunteers 
10:30am (SMW) 2 Volunteers 
  Intercessory Prayers 
10:30am (SMW)    Darlene Scheidegger, Volun 

Musicians 
4:00pm  (SMW)    Ted Kreuzer 
8:30am (SMO)      Chrissy Volpe 
10:30am (SMW)    Ted Kreuzer 
    

  

  

      

  

  

  

mailto:cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org
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