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St. Mary Churches-Omro & Winneconne 
www.stmarychurches.org 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 20, 2026 
 

Administrator 
Fr. Erwin Obias  

 
Parish Offices  

St. Mary, Omro  
730 Madison Ave, Omro  

920-685-2258 
stmaryomro@stmarychurches.org 

 
Office Hours  

M-Th 8:00-4:00pm, Friday Closed 
 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
210 Pleasant Dr/PO Box 487, Winneconne 

Office: 279 S. 2nd Ave, Winneconne 
920-582-7712 

stmarywinn@stmarychurches.org 
 

Office Hours 
 M—Th 8:00-5:00pm, Friday Closed 

 
Weekday Mass 

Tues. 5:30pm & Thurs. 7:30am St. Mary, Omro 
Wed. & Fri. 7:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

 
Holy Hour & Confession 

Tues. 4:30-5:30pm St. Mary, Omro 
Fri. after 7:30am Mass St. Mary, Winneconne 

 
 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday: St. Mary, Omro 

3:30pm Confession 
4:00pm Mass 

 
Sunday 

8:00am Confession St. Mary Winneconne 
8:30am St. Mary, Winneconne 

10:30am St. Mary, Omro 
 
 

Sacraments/Membership 
To arrange for Baptisms, Weddings or to join 

the parish please call the office.  
 

Donate Online Today!! 
Go to the website: 

Stmarychurches.org and click on the donation 
tab for Winneconne or Omro or use the QR code 

 
St. Mary, Winneconne    St. Mary, Omro 
QR Code          QR Code 

Welcome to our parishes. 
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Winneconne 

PASTORAL PONDERINGS 
Almost two weeks in, we are learning that  
our new pastor, Fr. Erwin, having come to     
us from the Philippines, brings with him a 
wealth of experience, a deep faith, and a   
perspective shaped by a very different part  
of the world. 
 
Now, I have a confession to make. While         
Fr. Erwin speaks English quite well, I        
sometimes find myself struggling to             
understand every word he says. Sometimes    
I realize that I am listening carefully and still 
thinking, "I caught about 90 percent of that.   
I hope the missing 10 percent wasn't real   
important." 
 
The problem is not his English. In fact,                  
Fr. Erwin not only speaks English, but also             
his native language, understands and can           
recite Latin, and, having studied in Rome, 
probably knows some Italian. At the very 
least, he could say, "Prendo un bicchiere di  
vino, per favore" ("I'll have a glass of wine, 
please."). Those who heard last weekend's 
homily will understand why that phrase           
came to mind. 
 
Meanwhile, my ears are not especially 
attuned to anything but fluent “Wisconsin”. 
You know what I mean. Around here, we         
have our own vocabulary, our own rhythms, 
and our own way of saying things. A sentence 
can communicate as much through our tone 
and inflection as through the actual words. 
We sometimes assume that communication            
is entirely the responsibility of the speaker.  
 
But real communication also requires effort 
from the listener. If I want to understand      
Fr. Erwin better, I have to pay attention. I have 
to listen a little more carefully. I may even 

have to get comfortable hearing something in 
a different way than I am used to. I have to be 
humble enough to say, "I'm sorry, could you 
please repeat that?" And Fr. Erwin exercises 
his patience by repeating it to me, on          
occasion several times. 
 
The same can be true with God. We often 
wonder why God doesn't speak more clearly. 
Yet Scripture is full of examples of God             
speaking in unexpected ways: a whisper to  
Elijah, parables to the crowds, dreams to              
Joseph, a burning bush to Moses. 
 
The problem is not that God is silent. More 
often, the challenge is that God doesn't          
always speak with the accent we expect.             
We pray for guidance, but too often we are 
listening for our own preferred answer rather 
than God's answer. Perhaps part of spiritual 
growth is learning to listen beyond our             
familiar assumptions. The good news is that 
God is patient. He keeps speaking. And with 
practice, prayer, and a humble heart, we             
become better listeners. 
 
P.S. I wonder what Fr. Erwin thinks when he 
listens to us. After all, "Ope, gonna scooch               
by ya there" isn't covered in most English   
textbooks. 
 
Lyn Zahorik 
Director for Spiritual Engagement 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

KICK OFF SESSION 
Tuesday, September 29, 6:30 PM 
Both parishes will gather at St. Mary Omro                 
to view Episode 1 together. 
Evening will include dinner, video presentation, 
and small group discussion. 
FOLLOW UP SESSIONS:  
Tuesdays, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27, Nov. 3, 10, 17 
Omro: 6:30-8:00 PM (dinner provided) 
Winneconne: 1:30-3:00 PM (snacks provided) OR           
               5:30-7:00 PM (dinner provided) 
Please use the QR code or call either church office to register. 

Do you desire to feel God’s love? Does God seem distant? 
Would you like to discover a deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit? 

The Wild Goose will lead you on an adventure greater than you can imagine! It will help             
you experience a deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit and lead you to a place of mercy, 
healing and peace. Please join us on this journey as we open our hearts to God’s love, which 
has been poured into our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We are excited to share that Angie Goska and Kristin Wright will be continuing the Discipleship Small Groups 
(DSG) in Omro and Winneconne respectively as DSG Co-Facilitators. This fall, they will guide participants 
through The Wild Goose, an eight-week video series inspired by the ancient Celtic name for the Holy Spirit. 
Led by Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, this captivating series explores how the Holy Spirit transforms lives, reveals 
God's love, and empowers Christians to live their faith more fully. We encourage you to register for this           
series and invite a friend to join you on this journey of faith! 

Register for this series as an opportunity to grow in faith and  fellowship and support  
our parish communities. Feel free to invite a friend to join you!  

 

REMINDER: Weekend Mass Times 
Change Starting in October 

Beginning Saturday, October 3 
 3:30pm Confession St. Mary, Winneconne 

4:00pm Mass St. Mary, Winneconne 
 

Beginning Sunday, October 4                                     
8:00am Confession St. Mary, Omro  

8:30am Mass St. Mary, Omro 
10:30am Mass St. Mary, Winneconne   
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WINNECONNE NEWS 

 

St. Mary, Winneconne Calendar 

Mon. Sept. 21   6:00pm Finance Council Mtg 
Wed. Sept. 23   7:30am Mass 
Thurs. Sept. 24   2:00pm Rosary 
Fri. Sept. 25   7:30am Mass followed by        
   Confession & Holy Hour 
       11:00am Funeral Mass 
                              “Alberta Peterson” 
Sun. Sept. 27   8:00am Confession 
       8:30am Mass w/Adoration  
          Chapel Speakers 
       1:00pm Committal “Larry &  
   Darlene Eckstein” 

    
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Priesthood Sunday 

Church is open to pray in when the office is 

open. Please enter through the school side 

or parish entrance side in the parking lot.  

It’s time to register for                                      

Faith Formation classes                                          

at St. Mary, Winneconne! 

Family Night will be Wednesday, Sept 30                    
                                       5:30-7:30pm.  
Classes will begin on Wed., October 7                 

Elementary 3:05-4:30pm 

Middle School Social 6:00-6:30pm 
Middle School Class 6:30-8:00pm 
Classes for High School & Confirmation Class 
begin on Sunday October 4, 9:00am-12:30pm 

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 

A Special Blessing for Families 
Sunday, September 20 at the 8:30 Mass 

All families are invited to celebrate with us as we 
offer a special blessing for our catechists, children, 
parents, and all who share in the work of passing 
on the faith. 
 
CLOW: Come begin this new year of faith formation 
with prayer, gratitude, and joy. We will have our 
first CLOW session for our children age 4 to 4th  
grade at this Mass also. 
Refreshments to follow Mass. 

 

Please 
RSVP for 
our first 
Family 
Night of 
2026-2027! 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Winneconne 

Given Week ending 9/13/2026  

Envelopes   $2,126.00  

Loose cash  $    180.00  

Online & ACH Giving $1,751.00  

Total    $4,057.00  

WEEKLY GOAL:   $6,475.00  

Next weekend, Sept. 26/27 we will have speakers 
to talk about the new Adoration Chapel at both 
parishes. They will have someone after Mass to 
answer questions or sign you up for adorations.  
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OMRO NEWS 

Classes for all students 
begin October 7! 

Registration is set to close 
September 30. 

Don’t delay, register       
today! 

St. Mary, Omro Calendar 

Mon. Sept. 21   Noon Sacristan Training 
Tues. Sept. 22   1:00pm Sacristan Training 
       4:30-5:30pm Confession &         
         Holy Hour 
       5:30pm Mass 
Thurs. Sept. 24   7:30am Mass 
Sat. Sept. 26   3:15pm 1st Reconciliation  
   Parent Meeting (Triple Rm)  
       3:30pm Confession 
       4:00pm Mass w/Pledge of   
          Commitment for  
   Reconciliation; Adoration 
   Chapel Speakers 
Sun. Sept. 27   10:30am Mass w/CLOW*;   
                   Adoration Chapel Speakers; 
   Annual Parish Meeting after 
         Mass (Triple Room) 

26TH Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Priesthood Sunday 

*CLOW: Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Second Grade Sacramental Prep 
First Reconciliation Parent Meeting and   

   Student Enrollment will take place                

Saturday, September 26 at 3:15 pm. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
AFTER 10:30 AM MASS 

ST. MARY OMRO ANNUAL MEETING         
WILL BE HELD IN THE TRIPLE ROOM. 

ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND! 

STEWARDSHIP OF SHARING-Omro      
Given Week ending 9/13/2026  

Envelopes   $2,125.00  
Loose cash  $    479.00  
Online & ACH Giving  $    965.00  
Total    $3,569.00  
WEEKLY GOAL:  $4,050.00 

Confirmation Parent/Candidate Meeting 

Wednesday, September 30, 6:30 pm. 

The first session is Sunday, October 4 starting 

with 8:30 am Mass. Enrollment will take place 

during Mass on October 4. 

Soup for the Soul Recipes! 
Be sure to pick up a recipe      
booklet in Marian Hall.  A special 
thank you to Janet Wegner and 
Noreen Zouski for the time and 
effort they devoted to this         
wonderful project. 

Welcome New Members 
St. Mary Omro welcomes Tyler and Erin 
Sowatzke and their children, Avery and    

Hudson, to our parish family! 
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Readings for the Week of Sept 21 
 
Monday: Eph 4:1-7,11-13/Mt 9:9-13 

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
 

Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6,10-13/Lk 8:19-21 
 
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Lk 9:1-6                                  
             Saint Pius of Pietreicina, Priest 
 
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Lk 9:7-9 
 
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Lk 9:18-22 
 
Saturday: Eccl 11:9--12:8/Lk 9:43b-45 
 
Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Phil 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32 
 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Follow us: Webpage: www.stmarychurches.org 
 
              Facebook: St. Mary Catholic Church Omro 
                      St. Mary Catholic Church Winneconne 
 
     Instagram: stmarychurchomro 
               St.marychurchwinneconne 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gather your family and friends and join us (rain or 
shine) for a meaningful two-mile walk that            
embraces the God-given value of all human persons 
and ensures that Vida’s life-changing services     
continue for years to come.   
For more information, to register or to donate visit: 

Walk for Life | Friends of Vida  

Hearing Loop Available: Wearing a 

hearing aid? Turn on your T-coil       

setting to receive clear audio through 

our hearing loop. 

Please use the zip code 54986 
to access this subscription. 

We celebrated a beautiful tradition 
of the Eucharistic procession. The 
storms kept us indoors, but we still 
processed the Blessed Sacrament 
through the entire building and    
celebrated Mass for the first time 
this school year. Jesus is now placed 

in our chapel tabernacle, so his real presence is 
alive here at school every day. We are thankful that 
Fr. Tom Long, Fr. Nathan Budde, Fr. Ryan Starks,  
Fr. Erwin Obias, and Deacon Brad Gallenberg as 
well as Michael Wilms were able to make such a 
beautiful event   
possible.              
God is good! 
 
Zach Zeckser  
President 
Lourdes Academy 
 

 
 
 
Did you know? The On Mission eNewsletter 
is FREE and sent to email boxes weekly on 
Thursday mornings. “On Mission” is               
sponsored by the Bishop’s Appeal.                      
Subscribe for free here: 
Diocese of Green Bay // Flocknote  

https://friendsofvida.org/walk-for-life/
https://gbdioc.flocknote.com/OnMission
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Deadline for the Bulletin 
NOON on Tuesday 

E-mail bulletin announcements to: 
Sue Kuhn: sue.kuhn@stmarychurches.org 

Cammy Miller: cammy.miller@stmarychurches.org 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Winneconne 

     September 20 
 

     Omro 10:30 am Mass 
       September 27 

St. Mary, Winneconne 
Parish Office: 920-582-7712 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00am-5:00pm 
             Friday: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Sue Kuhn 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Annemarie Birschbach 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Andy Krueger  
Adult Faith Formation Discipleship Small Groups  
Facilitator:  Kristin Wright     
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson         
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                          
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 

St. Mary, Omro 
Parish Office: 920-685-2258 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:00am-4:00pm 
   Friday: Closed 
 
Office Manager: Cammy Miller 
Business Manager: Pat Samolinski 
Custodian: Janet Wegner 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Heidi Seaman  
Adult Faith Formation Discipleship Small Groups 
Facilitator:  Angie Goska   
Adult Faith Formation Assistant: Jolene Johnson                       
Pastoral Associate: Rose Unser                                                   
Director for Spiritual Engagement: Lyn Zahorik 
 

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY:  September 26 
4:00pm (SMO)  Ben & Tillie Marchewka 
  
SUNDAY:  September 27 
 8:30am (SMW) Dan Benjamin   
10:30am (SMO) Larry & Darlene Eckstein 

Altar Servers 
4:00pm (SMO)      Volunteer 
8:30am (SMW)     Tim Johnson, Volunteer 
10:30am (SMO)    Volunteer   
 

Lectors 
4:00pm (SMO)      Lori Meyerhofer-Fisher 
8:30am  (SMW)    Gary Scheidegger  
10:30am (SMO)    Sue Martin 
 

Ushers 
4:00pm (SMO)      Casey Koterbski, Steve Koterbski 
8:30am  (SMW)    4 Volunteers   
10:30am (SMO)    Jill Pernaski, Volunteer 
 

Sacristans 
4:00pm (SMO)     Lori Meyerhofer-Fisher 
8:30am (SMW)     Darlene Scheidegger  
10:30am (SMO)    Margaret Potratz 
 

Communion Ministers  
4:00pm (SMO)     Lori Meyerhofer-Fisher 
8:30am (SMW)   Molly Johnson, 2 Volunteers  
10:30am (SMO)  Sue Martin 
 

Greeters 
4:00pm (SMO)    2 Volunteers 
8:30am (SMW)    2 Volunteers 
10:30am (SMO)   2 Volunteers 
   

 
Intercessory Prayers 

8:30am (SMW)   Tim & Sherrie Johnson 
                    

Musicians 
4:00pm  (SMO)   Joanne Loy, Rose Luebke 
8:30am (SMW)    Annemarie Birschbach, John Verich  
10:30am (SMO)   Ron Hayes, Amy Karn 
    

 

WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS 
 
TUESDAY:  Sept 22 
4:30-5:30pm (SMO) Holy Hour and Confession 
5:30pm (SMO)  Our Deceased Parishioners 
WENESDAY:  Sept 23 
7:30am (SMW) Our Deceased Parishioners 
THURSDAY:  Sept 24  
7:30am (SMO)  Our Deceased Parishioners 
FRIDAY:  Sept 25 
 7:30am (SMW) Our Deceased Parishioners 
After Mass (SMW) Holy Hour and Confession  

Sign up to Volunteer in the binder in Marian 
Hall (SMO) or the Hallway between Church & 
the Gathering Space (SMW) 

Weekday: Sept 22, 23, 24, 25 
 

Altar Server 
Tues.   5:30pm (SMO) Rose Unser 
Wed.   7:30am (SMW) Mike Jordan 
Thurs. 7:30am (SMO)  Pat Samolinski 
Fri. 7:30am (SMW) Volunteer  

Lector 
Tues.   5:30pm (SMO) Cindy Krohn 
Wed.    7:30am (SMW) Kelly Diker 
Thurs. 7:30am (SMO)  Ken Bressers 
Fri.      7:30am (SMW) Volunteer 
   

Sacristan 
Tues.   5:30pm (SMO) Margaret Potratz 
Wed. 7:30am (SMW) Volunteer 
Thurs. 7:30am (SMO)  Ken Bressers 
Fri. 7:30am (SMW) Volunteer   
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